
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 
NEW YORK U WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5 - 8 9 0 0 

CABLES-. MODERNART, NEW-YORK 

SARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR 

September 12, 1944, 

TO City Editors 
Art Editors 
Education Editors 

Dear Sirs: 

You are invited to come or send a representative to 

Press Preview of 

SOVIET CHILDREN'S ART 
approximately 100 watercolors and drawings 
by Soviet children, ages 6 to 15 

Tuesday, September 19 
2 to 6 P.M. 

Young People's Gallery 
The Museum of Modern Art 
11 West 53 Street 

The exhibition will open to the public Wednesday, September 20, 
and will remain on view through November 19. 

For further information please telephone me at Circle 5-8900, 

Sincerely yours, 

s^Z^ezJ/ [ fjUAJyVULHfLAS 
Sarah Newmeyer / 
Publicity Director 



THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 
H WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

44915 - 31 
TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EXHIBITION OF SOVIET CHILDREN'S PAINTINGS AT 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART PICTURE HOME FRONT ACTIVITIES 

From fabled Samarkand and the far away province of 

Uzbekistan—the Florida of the Soviet Union—come pictures which 

mirror the life and interests of the child artist, aged six to 

fifteen, in a country fighting for its existence in total war. These 

watercolors and drawings, approximately one hundred in number, are 

being shown for the first time in this country from September 20 

through November 19 at the Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, 

in collaboration with the Art Committee of the National Council of 

American-Soviet Friendship, Inc. Although most of the pictures 

comprising the exhibition, Soviet Children's Art, have been painted 

or drawn in the Uzbek region, particularly in Tashkent, the capital 

of Uzbekistan, the young artists are not only native Uzbeks but also 

come from other parts of the Soviet Union, some of them evacuated 

from the front lines, particularly from Leningrad and Moscow. 

In sending the pictures here, the children themselves chose 

as spokesman an Uzbek boy of fourteen, Iga Yusupov. In the name of 

the Uzbek children, Iga, a pupil at School No. 98, Tashkent, wrote a 

letter to "Dear friends, American children," describing his native 

land and the work and play of the children there. He tells of an 

excursion trip in June 1941 to the ancient city of Bokhara, made by 

a group of the young artists, headed by their teacher. The children 

spent their morning hours in Bokhara drawing pictures of the tombs 

and minarets erected at the time of Genghis-Khan and Tamerlane. 

Then, on the morning of June 2 2 — 

"....when wo were still sleeping in our room at the 
tourist center, I was awakened by a loud call. It was my 
friend, bending over me and shouting right in my ear: 'Wake 
up, Igal Our country's at war1. The German fascists have 
attacked our country'.' 

"At first I thought he was fooling me so that I get 
up quicker. But I learned it was true - war. From that 
day onward our life greatly changed. Uzbekistan is thousands 
of miles away from the front. But we do everything we can so 
that the front feels we are near and closely bound with it." 

The eight sections into which the exhibition is divided 

express graphically the activities, mental and physical, which engage 


