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The current state of the American Dream of domestic happiness is
examined in a major photography exhibition opening at The Museum of Modern Art
on September 26, 1991. Organized by Peter Galassi, curator, Department of
Photography, PLEASURES AND TERRORS OF DOMESTIC COMFORT presents a varied and
challenging cross-section of contemporary work, all of it devoted to 1life at
home. While the exhibition makes no attempt at sociological objectivity, the
many voices it assembles have much to say about life in the eighties.

Long a staple of literature and film, domestic life has emerged over the
past decade as an important theme in American photography. The exhibition
surveys this development in approximately 150 pictures, a majority of them in
color, by about seventy artists (partial 1list attached). The work, all but a
small fraction of it made since 1980, is diverse in style, sensibility, and
scale. A major publication edited and introduced by Mr. Galassi accompanies
the exhibition.

Arranged thematically, PLEASURES AND TERRORS OF DOMESTIC COMFORT
explores the settings, rituals, and moods of domestic experience.
Straightforward, documentary-style photographs appear alongside staged,
frankly artificial pictures--and with a wide range of work that falls between
these two poles of contemporary work. The exhibition concludes with a suite

of pictures that take snapshots and family photographs as their theme.
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