
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

NEW YORK JI WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5 - 8 9 0 0 

CABLES. MODERNART, NEW-YORK 

SARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR 

December 28, 1940, 

TO Photography Editors 
City Editors 
Art Editors 

Dear Sir: 

The Museum will make an important announcement Monday afternoon 
at the preview of its exhibition Sixty Photographs: A Survey of Camera 
Esthetics. 

I hope you can attend or send a representative to the preview, 
which is from 2 to 6 P.M. Monday, December 30. 

Sincerely yours, 

Newmeyer / 
--tit 

Sarah 
Publicity Director 
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T H E M U S E U M OF M O D E R N ART 
It WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900 

FOR RELEASE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1940. 

MUSTOI OF MODERN ART ESTABLISHES NEW DEPARTMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, announces the 

establishment of a Department of Photography. Beaumont Newhall, 

Librarian of the Museum, has been appointed Curator of the department. 

In addition to his new position Mr. Newhall will for the present 

continue his work as Librarian. 

The announcement was made by Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Director of 

the Museum, at the preview yesterday of the first exhibition organized 

by the new department, Sixty Photographs: A Survey of Camera Esthetics. 

The exhibition opens to the public today (Tuesday, December 31) and 

will continue through Sunday, January 12. In announcing the new 

depart..lent Mr. Barr said: 

"Eleven years ago, when the Museum of Modern Art 
was founded, the arts of painting and sculpture were its principal 
c ncern. Gradually other departments were formed: Architecture 
in 1933, to which was added Industrial Art; then the Film Library 
in 1936 and now Photography. 

"One of the most vigorous and popular arts of our time, 
photography has long been recognized by the Museum. Several 
important exhibitions have been organized: notably, in 1932, 
Murals by American Painters and Photographers; in 1937 the large 
retro GO ective show P~ho~to%rapnV 1839-^1937; in 1938, American 
P hotog r aph3 by WaIker" Evans; and in 1940, War Comes to the. People,, 
A St--ry Written with the Lens by Thercce Bonney. Under the 
auspices of the Library, a collection of photographs has been 
founded, and a reference library of photographic material 
•established. The success of these enterprises has led the 
Trustees to create a Department of Photography. 

"By exhibition's, b^th in the Museum and throughout the 
country, by increasing in size and scope the photograph collec
tion and reference library, by publications and lectures, it is 
hooed that the Department will serve as a center for those artists 
who have chosen photography as their medium, and will bring before 
the public work which, in the opinion of the Curator and the 
Committee, represents the best of the present and the past." 

The Department of Photography has been organized and its 

preliminary program worked out by a Photography Committee working in 

close cooperation with the museum. The Committee consists of 

David H. McAlpln, Chairman; Ansel Adams, Vice-Chairman; John £« Abbott, 

Alfred H, Barr, Jr.; Dr. Walter Clark, Beaumont Newhall, 

Archibald MacLeish, Laurance Rockefeller and James Thrall Soby. 


