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Summergarden

MILTON CARDONA

SUMMERGARDEN, The Museum of Modern Art's series of free evenings
in the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Sculpture Garden, continues on August 2
with a performance by the Eya Aranla (Drums and Chants) Ensemble, a group
of three percussionists and fifteen vocalists led by Santeria priest Milton
Cardona. Made possible by a grant from Mobil, the series' sponsor for
nine seasons in the seventies, SUMMERGARDEN takes place each Friday and
Saturday night in July and August from 6 to 10 p.m. Every Friday at 8
p.m. short informal presentations of music, dance, or performance art
are presented.

The Eya Aranla Ensemble will perform the central ceremony to the
Santeria religion, called the benbe, which originated among the Yoruba
people of Nigeria. The Gods (Orishas) of Santeria are believed to
represent various aspects of nature. Chorus leader Milton Cardona, who
has been described by The New York Times as a "virtuoso Latin percus-
sionist," says that the ceremony is intended "to facilitate communication
between the Orishas and the devotees."

An essential element of the ceremony is the Oru del Eya Aranla, a

series of chants for each Orisha by a lead singer (akpwon) and chorus
(ankori) in a call and response pattern with three batas (double-headed
hourglass-shaped drums of varying sizes) playing corresponding rhythms.
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Friday and Saturday evenings in the Scdlpture Garden of
The Museum of Modern Art are made possible by a grant from Mobil
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