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IMUSEUM OF MODERN ART LR.EIBITS WELL-DESICNED EOUSEHOLD OBJECTS

On Thurcday, Deceuber 7, the lusewu of Modern Art, 11 West 53

Street, will open to the public an exhibition of Useful Objects Under

Ten Dollars. Instead of going back a thousasnd years for beautiful
pottery vases and dishes used by the Chinese, or five thousand years
to nousehold objects found in the tombs of the Pharoahs, the Museum
of Modern Art presents well-designed objects in general use today--
dishes, bottles, forks, laemps and so on. For years museums have ex-
hibited water jugs once carried by Greek maidens, Roman perfume
bottles, rersian textiles, Japanese rice bowls, and many other objects
in daily use long ago.

In a zallery adjacent to its great exhibition of painting
by Picasso, the Muceum displays these utilitarian contemnporary objects
of art. As the Christmas season is upon us, these objects arc shown
by the Musew.: not only for the enjoyment of the public but for the
suidance of shoppers.

The exhibition has been agcembled under the direction of
Elodie dourter, head of the Iuseum's Department of Circulating Ex-
hibitions, agcisted by Elizabeth Mock and other members of the

Depeartrient of Architecture. Vhen the exhibition closes at the Museum

in Jenuery it will be sent on touy throughout the country. Not only

will the article ¢ thomselves travel but the installation used at the
Museum will also be circulatcd. Tables cn which the objects arc shown
have been decelgned to be dismantled and roas:cmbled so that the ex-
hibition will be provided vith a simple and effective sctting wherever
it gocc.

The purposc of the exhibltion is two-fold: (1) to cncourage
he manufacture of well-designed uscful objccts et prices within thoe
rcach of thoe average person; (2) to ecquaint the public with the fact
thet cvery year incrcececsing numbers of such objects are availeble in

the cencral markct.
Most of the objecte celected for the cxhibition ere cxamples

of meehinc-made beouty In fornm cnd Iin finich . Contracstcd with these
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arc hend-made objeets, excnples of things thet con still be made more
cheiply and cfficiently, and somctimes morc beautifully, by hand than
by umachinc. The exhibition is cvidencc of the fact that designors
end manufacturcrs arc now collaborating to crecate for the American
merket useful oblecte which do not rely on superfluous orncment for
attroctivencss but, roather, on appropriatc shape and the natural
becauty of mctericls.

Curtaineg of spun gless,bowls and troys of wooc, kitchon
uteneils of plactics; lamp shades, vases und plates of shellflex
in trenslucent pustel colore; nlatec, cout hangers und saled spoon
cnd fork in cleur plexiglog and lucite; @ hearth broom made of a
Mexican palm lcaf folded double, ond many other articlces have been
choscn particulcrly to showthe vorious uses to which old ond ncw
matericle arc being put today. Aluwinua, glass, china and carthen-
wore are alco uscd in the manufucture of these and other houschold
objects of many typcs, such ag flower pots, scrap baskots, poker
chips, dicc, table mats, closet ccceocsorics, clgerette boxes, ash
troyc, veses, ruges, showcr curtaing and many other things.

The Exhibition of Uccful Objects Under Ten Dollars will be

open to thc public from Thurcdey, Deccuber 7, 1939, through Sunday,
Janucry 7, 1940, v th the cxception of Christmas Day, when the entire

Muccuww will be cloged.




