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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNS FOR THEATRES 

The Museum of Modern Art announces an exhibition of prize 

winning architectural designs for an Ideal Festival Theatre and 

Fine Arts building projected for the campus of the College of William 

and Mary at Williamsburg, Virginia. The competition from which these 

winning designs have been selected was held by the American National 

Theatre and Academy from November 15, 1938 to the end of January, 

1939. The specifications for the building were extremely complex 

yet 126 designs were received from all parts of the country. The 

prize winners are: 

First prize: Ejfro Saarinen, Ralph Rapson and Frederic 
James, Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloom-
field Hills, Michigan, a suburb of Detroit. 

Second & Third prizes:Philip L. Goodwin and Edward D. 
Stone, Associated Architects, of New York 
City. 

Honorable mentions: 
1. Richard Neutra, Los Angeles, Cal. 
2. Hugh Stubbins and Marc Peter,- Jr. , 

Boston, Mass. 
3. Bissell Alderman and William Hartmann, 

Cambridge Mass. 
4. Henry E. Hebbeln, Cranbrook Academy of 

Art, Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 
. 5. Will Rice Amon, New York City. 

The competition is the first step in the campaign of the 

American National Theatre and Academy to encourage the building of 

beautiful and technically efficient theatres as community centers 

all over the country. These buildings, adapted in different parts 

of the country to the specific needs and advantages of the locality, 

would not only be centers for all the arts but would fill a crying 

need throughout the country for adequate theatres to house Broadway's 

best theatrical stars and companies, which more and more are taking 

to the road after their New York seasons. 

Such stars as Katharine Cornell, Lynn Fontanne, Alfred Lunt, 

Helen Hayes and Walter Huston must at present play in town halls, 

civic auditoriums, armories and even in barns when they are touring 

the country, in many good-sized cities the theatres have been con

verted into motion picture houses, and in such cities where play-


