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SPECIAL TO THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 

More than **00 treasures of the ancient cultures of the Andes, loaned to the Museum 

0f Modern Art for an exhibition in New York, have traveled across the United States 

in a sealed and guarded train for additional showings in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

in the middle west section of the country and in San Francisco, on the Pacific 

Coast, where the exhibition will be on view for two months beginning July 15. 

When the exhibition ends its tour in September, the works of art will be returned 

to the lenders. 

The display of gold and silver, ceramics, stone and wood sculptures and tapes­

tries, dating from approximately 1200 B.C. to the l6th century, from nine countries 

in Central and South America, was visited by more than eighty thousand people at the 

Museum of Modern Art in New York where it was widely acclaimed by the public and 

the press. One million more people are expected to see it in the course of its 

six months tour. 

Organized by Rene d'Harnoncourt, Director of the Museum of Modern Art and an 

authority on primitive art and its relation to the art of our time, the exhibition 

was hailed by the New York Times as "one of the most spectacular" ever seen at the 

Museum. TIME magazine praised it for its abundance of "exquisite craftsmanship" and 

LIFE magazine called it "stunning art." 

Although generous loans from public and private collections all over the world 

were made to the exhibition, the may beautiful and rare objects borrowed from col­

lections in South America received outstanding attention. These included kj gilt mCkoX 

plaques from the National Museum of Archeology in Lima, Peru; objects in gold and 

ceramics lent by Don Rafael Larco Hoyle, outstanding scholar in the field of ancient 

art, whose museum in Chiclin, Peru, contains one of the largest private collections 

of ancient Andean art anywhere in the world; and objects from the famous collection 

of Norbert Mayrock in Santiago, Chile. 

Mr. d'Harnoncourt made two trips to Brazil, Ecuador, Chile and Peru to make 

arrangements to obtain these works of art for the exhibition. Because these objects 

arrived too late to be included in the Museum's original publication, ANCIENT ARTS 

OF THE ANDES, by Wendell Bennett, the Museum of Modern Art will issue late this 

curaaer a special illustrated supplement, MASTERWORKS OF ANDEAN ART, in recognition 

of their outstanding quality. 
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