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MUSEUM OF MODERN ART OPENS EXHIBITION OF FIRST YEAR'S WORK AT 

WAR VETERANS1 ART CENTER 

"I had a lot of time to think while I was in service, I de­
cided that life should be more than routine living and 
grubbing for money, and I promised myself that if I ever 
came out alive I was going to do a lot of the things that 
are worthwhile. Art is one of them. That's why I'm here!" 

This remark by an ex-infantryman best expresses the motive of.returned 

service men and women in Joining the War Veterans' Art Center. On 

Wednesday, September 26, the Center will show the fruits of its first 

year's work in an exhibition Art for War Veterans opening in the 

auditorium galleries of the Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, 

where it will remain on view through November 25. 

Our national allergy to education, as indicated by the 

alarmingly low percentage of returned soldiers taking advantage of 

the educational opportunities provided by the G.I. Bill of Rights, 

has found at least a partial antidote in the Center. Established in 

1944, it is a place where returned service men and women not only 

learn but produce painting, sculpture, ceramics, industrial design, 

jewelry, silk screen printing, graphic arts and allied subjects. 

During the first year of the Art Center, its facilities have 

been used by 439 veterans, of which 300 were Army, 45 Navy, 59 Air 

Corps (Army and Navy), 2 Coast Guard, 6 Marine, 9 Merchant Marine, 

12 Wac and 6 Wave. Of these, 112 served overseas, 46 in action; 

327 served in this country only; 256 have physical disabilities; 262 

are now employed, 94 are unemployed;.37 are students; 7 are either 

free-lance or part-time workers, etc.; and 39 are still in service. 

Of the total number 184 Joined the Center for reoreational purposes 

and 255 for provocational purposes. 

The Art Center has a twofold cbjoct: to give veterans an 

opportunity for personal satisfaction in creating some form of art; 

and to provide preliminary professional training in the fundamentals 

both of fine and applied art. Any veteran, man or woman, who has been 

in our country's service, is invited to Join the War Veterans' Art 

Center. Instruction and materials are free, although many have asked 

to pay for the materials they use. 


