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06 18 1999 207 Shimoren jaku
Japan

15 Mubs ngso

Messra. Wittenborn & Co.
38 EBast 57 st.
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr.Wittenborn:

Thank you sd much for your kind letter of July 2;
I have forwsrded your letter to Maruzen Co. It
is my regret that lr.Tsukssa the Presldent of
Maruzen did not visit your office on his round-
the-world trip.

If you want to write a letter to Maruzen Co.,
it should be sdressed to:

Mr. Tokuji Hatta
Maruzen Company
6, 2=-chome Toril
Nihonbeshi, Tokyo
When we have finished our writing menuscripts,
probably at the end of this year, we will inform
you sbout the detail of the book.

Sincerely yours,

-7;;+7;xuu/¢24°icz:

Tsubtomu Ikuta

TAUT,HOUSE AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN.
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Tgutomu Ikute
207 Shimoren jaku
Mitaka,Tokyo, Japan

Messrs. Wittenborn & Co.
38 Eeaat 57 Street

New York 22, N.Y.
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Mr. H. H. laecl;tar rri.t-es ug that Maruzen Publishing
Co. will m‘publiah a new edition of this book. Would you please
tell this publisher to get in touch with uz as soon as ‘t.hey can
give us the price and other details of the Taut book, so that we
can start our negotiations with Maruzen for taking over the
Mmerican editdion of this book.

Sincerely yours,




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY Wittenborn =t €. 8 "i
—— il 2 — ———= S—_—" : : — - - —

JUN 15 1983

H. H. WAECHTER %)P

541 EAST 12TW AVENUE orenjaku \?
. EUGENE, OREGON .r; /! b Tokyo ‘,%
. June 9, _ 1953 ]

{Dear Mr. Wittenhorn: igry 1953

As L' hear from Mr, Ikuta, the Maruzen Publ.Co.
hag now formally agreed to publish Taut's
"Houses and People" Sanseido gave up.
_He emphasizas that @mzeﬁ)is doing this only

~  reluetantly becanse of the architects' eager-
ness to have this excellent hook on Japanese |
tradition published. '
The retail price is scheduled to he 1.500 Yen ‘uary.
(£5.00), which is relatively low, and Mr.Ikuta |
supposes that you'll ret 1t at wholesalg price,illication
whatever that is. The manuscript will be ready [apanese
by the end of the year, mand the hook appear at we have
the beginning of next year. All illustrations | inform
will be newly,selected by Mr.T.Yoshida (old fall.
ones dnstroye&)‘:“%ut feawer of them to cut costs.
Color plates will ho the same. teprint
I think that all this sounds very promising, the
and I am glad that this important step has I, too.
been made.

Mr.Yoshida has heard nothing about an English

translation of his new book.(' —zﬁ_frj
_,}'"_\:\1

Kindly send me:

UTOPIA LTD. by Harold [Orlans (Yale) ¥

A Brospect of Cities [by Cecil Stewart (Long-
mans, Green & Co.)

Modern Town & Count Planning by James W.R.
Adams (J & A. Churchill,Itd.) o [y,

" With kind regards, ;72 e
e e e Y

¢

Y a—/h-«/c__

| Tkuta
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28 Februery 1953

Messrs.Wittenborn,Schultz,Inc.
38 Kast 57 Street
New York 22' N.X.

Dear Mr.Wlttenborn:
Thank you so much for your kind letter of €& Februsary.

It will taeke at least one year to finish the publication
of HOUSE AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN through a certasin Japanese
publisher: we have Just began editing 1t. When we have
gone through with our edltorisl business, I will inform
you about the detall of the publicatlion without fall.

I don't think that Taut's book and the Engllish reprint

of Yoshida's book would appear on the market at the

same time: for 1t would be less favorable for us, too.
Sincerely yours,

Frtin 1622 GN

rsutomu Ikuta
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March 18, 1953

Tsutomu Ikuta

%, Shiumo renjaku
s Tokyo
JAV Al :

Dear Mr. Ikuta: Re: New Taut edition.

%e have now definite -roof that the "nglish reprint of
Yoshita's book will be resdy Auring thi, fsll., This meeng that
the prospects of 2 new Taut editlon are very much legaened, We
urge you onge more to consider publication of the Tsut book at
the earliecst poasible date. Plesce tell your publisher Lhat we
will be glad to hear Cfrom him, but wo must know, at the ssme
time, the cost price of the beok wnd at what Japan~ge retail price
the new Taut edition wlll be offaced ia Javen,

Sincerely yours,

.
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207 Shimorenjsku
mitaka, Tokyo
Japan

S April 1953

Messrs.Wittenborn and Company
S8 East 57 th Street
New York 22, n.Y.

Dear Mr.wittenborn;
I am in receipt of your letter of March 18,

Professoe Yoshida 1s the co-editor of new yaut's book: and
he 1s saying that he has hesrd nothing sbout the mnglish
reprint of his book written in werman: in addition to 1it,

1 would suggest you that there are much distinctlon between
reut’s book and yoshlda's book: each has its own character-
istics.,

The retall price is scheduled to be about §500: we expect
to finish our editorlalk preparation by the end of this
Year; 1t takes a lot of time to correct mistranslstion
and mlisprints in the original edition.

It 1s a happy coincidence that Mr.T-dashil Tsukassa,president
of Maruzen Company, one of the biggest companies ‘in Japen,
is coming over to the States and 1s expected to visit

your office. Maruzen Publishing Company wants to publish
new Taut's book. I hope, you can talk over with him about
the possibility of its distribution.

~ Slncerely yours,

Em/&dz_

Tsutomu Ikuts
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541 E 12th Ave. Eugene, Oregon - Jan. 5, 1953

Wittenborn & Co.
38 East 57th 8t.
New York 22,N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wittenborn:

I am sure that you'll be pleased to hear the message I've
just gooten from Mr. Ikuta.

b.
"Among the two ways mentioned in your letter #(£.shortened
American Edition,af. reprint in Japan), we would prefer the
first way: we are go to publis e newly revised edition
of HOUSES AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN, probably by the end of next
year (1953); on our publication we would like to have Messrs.
Wittenborn distribute 1,000 copies through the States.

Unfortunately, papier-maché mould and original photos of the
book were all burned by air raid bombs during the last war.
We shall have to renew the photos and perhaps have to reduce
the number of photos in our new book. However, anastatic
printings of Taut's sketches will be reproduced in the new
book, too."

I still feel that the corrections should be taken care of,

and in a way that those changes would be recognizable as such,
which seems to me the only ethical way. I shall write again to
the publisher in this matter but should appreciate your support.

It seems to me that this has brought us a step further and that
the time has arrived for you to get from Mr.Ikuta official
verification of this new addition, asking for their conditions
nd other details. I repeat the address:
of. Tsutomu Ikuta, 207 Shimorenjaku, Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan.

: Mumf Ro&tg of éentumpor&rj‘iﬁer. Arch, a« ol
builds the town. (- /- r, go Y

for your reaction to my proposals in my letter of

Sept.29th?
cordia{i;,

P

With best wishes for the new year,
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541 E 12th Ave. Eugene, Oregon - March 19, 1953

MAR 23 1953
Wittenborn and Co.

38 E 57th Street
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Wittenborn:

Thank you so much for your letter of Feb.6th. I appreciate
gre&tly your sending me the credit memo.

ﬁs soon as I had your letter I rushed to investigate the
! present condition in Tokyo.

P Prof. Ikuta answered that there are hard times for Japanese
f J publishers. People are too poor for buying many books. Also,
:}‘ _~ no agreement has been concluded yet. He is mentioning a letter
_ ~/ from you, so I presume that you are in negotiations. It 1is
“ _/ _ Mr.Ikuta's opinion that Sanseido Company will not be able to
"y publish the Taut book within a year (I urged not later than
4 fall). Prof. Yoshida will write a preface. I am convinced that
g the book will eventually be published, and if not immédiately
than later. By that time, I presume, the first interest in the
translation of the ¥oshida book will have petered out. In any
event, the Yoshida book is no real competition because of its
essentially different character. Yoshida in his books is re-
stricting himself to professional and historical facts while
the value of Taut's book lies in his interpretation and evalua-
tion. As you know, Taut's interpretive power was so great that
he was in a position to "discover" for the Japanese the tre-
mendous importance of the Katsura Detached Palace.

I shall try, however, to push the matter further. Kindly keep
me posted on any agreement you may reach with the publisher.

Please discontinue Arch.Review. = COuld you send me e samples of
erman arch. magazines for inspec e lf;i |] '\ Y

Please send one cop% of: D'Arcy entworth Thompson, OH GROWTH AND

FORM (MeMiYtsm); H.Cole,THE /BRITISH CO-OPERATIVE M még |
A SOCIALIST socmn'fseo 3 1°
Baker Brownell, THE COLLEGE THE COMMUNITY.

D s
Sincerely, J / é?%

] f;LA£/4L{/§LAﬁ;Lfh—‘ﬂ‘—___- .y
;U :
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30 May 1952 - 541 12th Ave. Eugene, Orez on

Mr. George Witten born
38 East 57th Street
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wittenborn:

Thank you very much for your kind letter of May 16th.

I have sent air mail letters to: Mrs.Taut (in Berlin's
eastern sector), the Sanseido Co., and to three friends. -~
in Tokyo. Ifthe Sanseido Co. has all the rights, is co-
operative and is forwarding permission at reasgnablg terms,
you'll get quickly were you want to be. Otherwise, it may
become a lengthy procedure. i

I was happy to go as far as I did, and I appreciate very
much the rare opportunity to assist with this worthwhile
project. I _should, however, appreciate to have your advice
as to(your conditions and remuneratiom, )

To give me up to 16 pages fer-an introduction and editarial
notes is very generous indeed, and I shall proceed very
conscientiously to your full satisfaction. The offset pro-
cedure seems to me a fine idea, except that I cannot imagine
how you will handle the colored plates; and can you dééplicate

P

cover and binding? ——
Please,enclosed f;?dk for 54.29.

A Cordially
S U . el A

T — = — g e = easer e Y ASALSW vapanl SLNCE pne
Meji restauration. I wonder whether the FUNDAMENTALS should not be
somehow combined with the book in question., As I gathered from Mrs.Taut,
some errors in detail crept in, and I would make it my business to

trace them. Perhaps a little preface by Prof.Shinoda, who knew and
admired 3runo much, could be added. Aside from the purely legal end of
the copyright procedure, which you probhably would have to handle, I will
be glad to work for you to get the necessary cooperation. I will write
immediately to Prof. Ikuta, who is one of the editors of Kokusai-Kentilku,
to give me initial information on the Japanese publisher. Also, I owe
Mrs.Taut a letter for some time and will ask for her reaction. I feel
sure that she will gladly cooperate. She told me, that she has the
rights on all Taut books which were published outside of Germany. Un-
fortunately,she lives now in the Russian sector of Berlin, and I don't
know whether that will pose any problem. I will write immediately to

my friend and former associate of Bruno, Franz Hillinger, whé is now

on his way to Turkey via Berlin and may see her. Well, if things should
develop properly, as I hope they will, we should discuss many of the
details persgnally at your office. It would be gqgi_%ggzﬂ;Jthi of the
German manuscript since the translation seems to me In spots awkward
and in need of improvement.

This reminds me of another matter in which I should appreciate to
have your advice. As you may remember, I worked hard to get something

done with regsrd to Taut's last book, the ARCHITEKTURLEHRE, which he
wrote for his Turkish students, not long before his death in 1939.
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SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND ALLIED ARTS y {’ wy"}\ /.

¢ \
- 70 of
university of oregon =+ eugene, oregon w

3 May 1952 A

Mr. George Wittenborn, 38 E 57th St.,N.Y.C. y S~ A ' %5,

Dear Mr. Wittenborn: ///

Thank you very much for your shipment 4f &ﬁril 21lst and your letter
of April 23rd. Please find enclosed check for § 28.44 as remittance.

I appreciate very much your listing of our book and your kind
interest.

The news about your intention to reprint the English edition of

Taut's book, HOUSES AND PEOPLE IN JAPAN, thrilled me, of course.

It is most considerate of you to think of me as editor. I think that
you éould not find a more devoted and conscientious worker on such

an important job. From my visit in Japan and my contact with Taut's
Japanese friends I know how scholarly, imaginative in understanding a
foreign culture, and artistic in presenting the material Taut's book
really is. He devoted every minute,during the years he staid there

to live their life, to study every detail himself, and to discovef’
many aspects involved through endless discussions with his native
friends. I think it significant that Taut discovered for the Japanese
the importance of Zen for the development of a modern architectural
culture as demonstrated in his FUNDAMENTALS OF JA-ANESE ARCHITECTURE.
The Japanese architects were extremely thanktul for thki service
rendergd by Taut, and only recently, one of Taut's Japanese friends,
who i scholar of long standing, wrote to me that he considers Taut

as one of the most important foreigners to have visited Japan since the
Meji restauration. I wonder whether the FUNDAMENTALS should not be
somehow combined with the book in question. AS I gathered from Mrs.Taut,
some errors in detail crept in, and T would make it my business to
trace them. Perhaps a little preface by Prof.Shinoda, who knew and
admired Bruno much, could be added. Aside from the purely legal end of
the copyright procedure, which you prohably would have to handle, I will
be glad to work for you to get the necessary cooperation. I will write
immediately to Prof. Ikuta, who is one of the editors of Kokusai-Kentiku,
to give me initial information on the Japanese publisher. Also, I owe
Mrs.Taut a letter for some time and will ask for her reaction. I feel
sure that she will gladly cooperate. She told me, that she has the
rights on all Taut books which were published outside of Germany. Un-
fortunately,she lives now in the Russian sector of Berlin, and I don't
know whether that will pose any problem. I will write immediately to

my friend and former associate of Bruno, Franz Hillinger, wht is now

on his way to Turkey via Berlin and may see her. Well, if things should
develop properly, as I hope they will, we should discuss many of the
details personally at your office. It would be good to _get hold of the

German manuscript sinice the translation seems to me in spots awkward
and in need of improvement.

This reminds me of another matter in which I should appreciate to
have your advice. As yon may remember, I worked hard to get something
done with regard to Taut's last book, the ARCHITEKTURLEHRE, whieh he
wrote for his Turkish students, not long hefore his death in 1939,
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SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND ALLIED ARTS

university of oregon + eugene, oregon

S

Although I did not exhaust all the possibilities, it became
clear that the publishers considered publication a poor risk,
for various reasons., Particularly the cost involved in building
up his name again was mentioned as a handicap. Since then it was
my desire to find time for writing a small monograph on Taut as
artist and architectural philosopher. The major and very im-
portant thoughts of the ARCHITEKTURLEHRE counld be brought out,
together and in comparison to, his earlier thinking. This could
be illustrated with a few and very well selected examples from
his drawings for DIE STADTKRONE, DER WELTBAUMEISTER, DIE AUF-
LOSUNG DER STADTE, ALPINE ARCHITEKTUR, and from his work as ar-
chitect and ecity planner. As appendices, I would write a brief
biography and would compile a complete listing of his publications
and buildings.

It seems to me that such a small volume could help to f£ill &
gap in the current presngtations of the history of modsrn
architecture, and so refresh the memory of such an outstanding
pioneer. The commercial risk could be minimized in this way and,
possibly, the interest in publishing the ARCHITEKTURLEHRE at a
later date may result. -

The desirable thing to happen would be to get a grant such as
a Guggenheim fellowship in order to take care of the considerable
scholarly effort needed, for which no publisher could PaY .

I should appreciate it very much if you could give me your
appraisal of my idea. Would you be interested in such a venture,
and could you advise me in any way as to possibilities of getting
such a scholarship grant?

I find trans/formation no.3 particularly good. Heisenberg's
article is a real contribution. It shows so clearly that things,

which seem to mystify people,can be seen scientifically by sheer
power of creative imszination.

Co;?{élly,
A . [raecdidw

H. Waechter

Kindly address answer to: 541 E 12th Ave. Eugene, Oregon

B U ——
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ey 16, 1952

¥r. H. Taachier
E4l Fast 1Pth Avenue

Eugene, Oregon
Dear ¥r. Taechtber:

. Meny thanke for your letter snd remittance of May 3. Also many thanks
for your rTomerks on the contents of "trans/formation" Ko. 3.

Regarding our proposed reprint.of Tewt, HOUSES AND PEOPLE IN JAPAN, we
merely intanded to meke an unchanged offget reprint, using a clean copy
of the first edition. This would mean that no gajor chenges could be
made, except for the addifion of & signature in the fromt, middle or
end of the book. Such a signature can be extended to 16 pages, mnd
could of course embody some of your editorisl suggestlons.

Principally we are concernod with issving this reprint as quickly as
possible, in a limited edition snd at a reasonsble price. All the
other points ralsed by you with regard to wumpublished material would
have to weit end be used possibly for a future publicetion, vhich as
you have already indicated, needs time and the possibility of s finan-
ciel grent. £11 thés could be discussed verbelly on your next visit
to lew York. 4

Thig for today, in great heste, but just to tell you we would very
much appreciate it if you could meke the necessary demarche and secure
the reprint rights for BOUBEE AND PTOPLE IN JAPAN.

Fordially,

(ieorge Wittenbom
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THE MURRAY PRINTING COMPANY

WAKEFIELD - MASSACHUSETTS

uolalion

Title:

No. Copiessz
No. Pages:
Trim:
Stoek:
Copy:
Halftoness

Blueprintss

Color Frontis and

Tips:
Delivery:

Prices

SUBMITTED JULY 2, 1952

TO WITTENBCRN & SCHULTZ

HOUSES AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN

1,000

3ty

7-3/8x10-1/ inches

Basis 60 we to furnish

Printed book. Corrections, if any, charged extra
469 to rescreen

None

No bid
Full size sheets on skids f,o0.b, our plant

Platemaking  $2057.
Printing L61.
Stock L76.
Approx,trans,

to N.Y.City 22.

THE bl%’l’ PRINTING COMPANY

/_l/a.%,
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Title:

No. Copies:
No. Pages:
Trim:

Stock:

Copy:

Color Frontis:
Halftones:
Line Cuts:
Blueprintssz

Chromatic Diagram:

Delivery:

Price:

U}
THE MURRAY PRINTING COMPANY

WAKEFIELD - MASSACHUSETTS

uolation

7 1957

SUBMITTED JULY 2, 1952

TO WITTENBORN & SCHULTZ

CHEVREUL ON COLOURS
1,000

26l

Lx6-1/4 inches

Basis 60, we to furnish

Printed book all line ready for camera. Corrections,

if any, charged extra,
No bid

None

None

None

Special piece for foldout (included in odd 8) simple
black line,

Full size sheets on skids f.o.b, our plant
$220,00

116.00
176.00

Platemaking
Printing
Stock
Approx.trans,

to N.Y.City 8,00

THE:%EE LAY J’RI}EIN%ANY
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' gr. H. U, Waechter
41 East 1fth Avenue
e, Oregon

Dear Mr. Taechter:

Qur sincere spologies for this late answer. It seems thet another pub-
1icher here is now bent on publishing se soon as possible Yoshida,
DAS JAPARISCHE WOHNHAUS, of which we understand an English translation
is now ready carrying all the late revisions of the Yoshida book.

In other words, if the Japanese publisher of the Taut book could rush
the Pnglish language edition through during this year, that would be
most desirable. IHave you heard enything in the nqmt;.lc from Japan
or Mrs. Taut. We are encloeing a credit memo of 225,00 which we hope
will be scceptable to you as renumeration for your help end advice in

these matters.
This for today in great ‘haste.

with best regards,
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541 E 12th Ave Eugene, Oregon - July 1, 1952 ) jUZ 3-“5?

Mr. George Wittenborn
38 East 57th Street
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wittenborn:

Thank you for your card of June 12th. I'll looking forward
with pleasure to your offarxregarding royalties.

I have just had a letter from Mrs.Erika Taut that she is
agreeable to having "Houses and People" republished ahd is
ready to sign papers to that effect.

There is no word yet from Sanseido Co.

What formalities, in your opinion, are needed? I am not
clear what rights the Sanseido people may have.

| Please advise me by return mail whether I should go shead,
have prepared and sent to Mrs. Taut a power of attorney for
her signature? It seems that such document would be superior
to any other. I would act as your agent and editor, and you
would be named as publisher and holder of copyright for any
edition of litho reprints in this country. What royalties
would be offéred to Mrs.Taut? I feel that she would be agreeable
to any reasonable figure.

In view of your own urgency, uncertain political conditions
in Berlin, and Mrs.Taut's frail health, it seems advisable
to act quickly.

Sincerely,

A Q=tfeil

P.5. Please send me one copy of: Herta Loewey, The Retarded
Child, Philosophical LZibrary, N.Y.

———

2 7t

-
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541 E 12th Ave.
Fugene, Oregon

28 July 1952

Mr. George Wittenborn: JUL 31 195
38 East 5Tth Street 139¢
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Wittenborn:

In addition to my letters of July lst
and 22nd, I hurry to relay to you this
information, which I just received from
Japan.

Prof. Tsutomu Ikuta, a good colleague
of mine, expressed much pleasure dhout
hearing of a new edition of HOUSES AND
PEOPLE OF JAPAN. He talked to the Chief
of Sanseido. Then he continues:
"I have been authorized (by Sanseido)
to negotiate wiig the American publisher
about the copyrifght? Then he wants to
know the size of your edition."If you
would be so kind as to supply me with the
details of your proposal, it would be of
great assistance to us in determining the
terms".
Also, he points t6 mistakes in the trans-
lation and some misunderstandings on Taut's
part. Prof.Kobayashi is coming in September
to Oregon, which would give me a wonder=-
ful opportunity to discuss these matters
in detail.
There is still some doubt in my mind as
to who has what rights. I know that Mrs,
Erica Taut has all rights regarding those
books published outside Germany, as far as
the Taut estate is concerned. As I wrote,
needed statement can be had from her
immediately. Foreign copyright was not
recognized in Japan when the book was
published, as far as I know. Should San-

seido have copyright pow? 1
ctarify this ease let me E%B%.’°“ SER

Sincerely, e~

per 12, 1952

7 pours,

FIT2awBONE
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541 E 12th Ave.
Eugene, Oregon

Ler 12, 1952
22 July 1952

Mr. George Wittenborn 1
38 East 57th Street _ AL
New York 22, N.Y.

L o
WA 1A

Dear Mr. Wittenbormy / ~

This is just to inquire whether y
received my letter of July 1st in which
I asked for your o.k. to send-fto
Mrs.Taut a power of attorney for
signature. S

I had hoped that this counld be done
before my going in vacation dur
August., Otherwise the matter will have
to rest until September, and we have
to keep our fingers crossed that |
Mrs,Taut's health will last and 4 I o=a
letters will get through at that he Taut
time.

I hope that you could send the Loewey E,- spologien
book. Please send me als_q!:{ A ’ in 220n.

é o ! Amos Hawley, Hﬁf_‘;‘l Ecology (Ronald)
‘5 U-J‘"?' Walter Schwageil;haidt, Die Raumstadt
=¥
Ba

{(Lambert Schne

U

2 ar,‘Hei;t?i?/lberg) 17 gours,

7.

—Sincerely, - J-’)U %@

14‘% ﬂ(?'@

H T\Waechter

A

561 y& 11l
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Septamber 12, 1952

Exr. H_. daechter
641 Fast 12th Avenue
Sogene, Oregon

Deer ¥r. daechter:

Beek at the desk Mr. Schultz and I can
‘8till not give you any more precize resction to the Taut
projects

Have yon heard anything from Berlin or Japan? Our cpologies
for this short note, but se hope £o writs you agein asoon.

Sincerely yours,

GEGHGE JITTEEBONN
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Wittenborn, Schultz, Inc.

Publishers

34 Enst syth Street, New York 22, N, Y.

"luza 5-B800

Professor Tsutomu Ikuta
207 Shimorenjake, iitaka
Tollyo, Japan

Near Frofessor Ikutat

We are approaching you today in the matter of an Mmglish reprint of
Teut, HOUSES AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN. As you have probably already heard,
through the good offices of ir. Waechter, we would be intecested in

one thousand copies with our imprint. Before coming to
any decision in this matter, we need of course to imow the terms,
quality of reprint, possible date of publication, ste.

¥e would like to point nsut that we have just heard of the pending
English reprint of Yoshida's book. It would be less favorable for
the Taut book if both publications were to appear on the market at
the same time.

Sincerely yours,
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Wittenborn, Schultz, Inc.
Publishers

38 East 57¢b Street, New York 22, N. Y.
PLaz 3-88g0 November 7, 1852
ATRMATL

Mr. H. H. Weechter
541 East 12th Avenve
Bygene, Oregen

Dear HMr. Faechter:

Mr. Schultz end I have come to the conclusion that the costs of the
reprint production of Teut's book are too high even for a large rm
{say 3,000 copies). We therefore have not yet written t- Japan.
There are, however, two other spprosches, as follows.

First, the Japanese publisgher himself could print a new edition ——

which from the point of view of color rlates would certainly be

of higher nuality — end then offer us a part of the printing, ssy

about a thousand copies at the best prevailing price. In this wey,
however, you would probably not recelve any remwmsration, axcept if
you make an srrangement directly with Mrs. Taut.

The other way would be for you to arrange with Mre. Taut and the
Japanese publigher for e revision of the Taut book, condemeing the
material to one half, which could then be produced either in Japan
or here. Thie way you would of course be entitled to participation
in the royalties.

¥We also heard that & German publisher is offering & new book by Yoshida
on Japanese architecture, and that an Pnglish trenglation is in prepara-
tion. We also heerd indirectly that another New York publisher is
lodking for a short manuscript on the same subject. We happenad to

put in a good woré for Yr. Taut, but this source knows his book and
rejected it as not up-to-date toc too diversified.

¥We regret heving to come with these new propositions, but we really
cannot tackletthe originelly contemplated reprint financially. Let
us know your reectinms, and if you wish, we cen then write to the
Japanese publisher.

¥With best regards,
Sincerely yours,

George Wittenborn
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¥r. He H. Vaechter
541 Tast 18th Avenue
Oragon

Dear ¥r. Taechbter:

Hr. Schultz and I have come to the conclusion thet the costs of the
reprint production of Teut's book are too high even for a large rum
{eay 5,000 copies). Te therefore bave not yet written tc Japan.
Thare are, however, two other approaches, zs follows.

Pirgt, the Jepanese pullisher himsolf could print a new sdition -—

which from the polut of viow of color plates would certainly ba

of higher quality — end then offer us = part of the printing, soy

about & thovsand copled at the best prevailing price. In this way,
howevar, you would probebly not receive eny remmeration, except if
you make an arrvangeaent directly with Mrs. Tauvt.

The other ==y would be for you tu arrmige with Mra. Taut mnd the
Japmmese publisher for & revision of the Tauk book, comdanslng the
naterial to one half, widch could them be produced either in Japem
or here. This way you would of course be entitled to participation
in the royaltiecs.,

Fe also heard that a German publisher is offoring 2 now book by Yoshide
on Jepanese architecture, and that an Pnglish translation is in prepara-
tion. Te also heard indirectly thet snother New York publisher is
lodking for & short manuvscript on the same subject. We happensd to

put in a good word for Yr. Teui, but this source knows his book and
rejected it as not up-to-date to too diversified.

We regret having to come with those new propositions, but we really
cannot tackletthe originally contempleted reprint financislly. Let
us know your reacidoms, snd if you wish, we cen them write to the
Japanese pullisher.

¥ith best regards, 2
cerely yours,

George Fittenborn -~
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Wittenborn and Co.
38 East 57th Street
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wittenborn:

Thank you for your note of Sept.l2th. I cannot quite under-
stand your question:"Have you heard anything from Berlin or
Japan?".

Judging from your book shipments you must have received my
previous letters; one of July 1lst in which I wrote that
Mrs.Taut would be willing to sign a power of attorney, the
other of July 28th in which I wrote that Prof.Ilkuta ias been
authorized to negotiate by Sanseido publishers, and I cﬁbeyed
to you his questions. I just got another letter from him
saying: "I have been looking forward to a letter from Witten-
born Company on the reproduction of Houses and People of Japan
by Bruno Taut. As Sanseido has the copyright of the book, it
should be authorized by Sanseido to reproduce it in foreign
countries. However, we won't to have high royalty on it."

Then he repeats his inquiry into number of copies,etc. If you
wish to correspond with him directly, his address is:

Prof. Tsutomu Ikuta, 207 Shimorenjaku, Mitaka, Tkyo, Japan.

S0, everything is up to you. Also, you promised me to advise
as to payment for my services. It took me already some time to
carry the negotiations as far as I did.

As I suggested before, it might be advisable to look into the
legal question as to copyright. As Sanseido is claiming, they
have all the rights(and, therefore, would be accountable to

Mrs. Taut.) On the other hand, Mrs. Taut told me once that she

has all rights regarding books and manuscripts from Taut's
estate, which were written or published outside of Germany.

In our case, she might have still a wvalid contract with Sanseido.

Prof. Kobayashi has arrived in Eugene and I have made arrangements
with him to go over Taut's book with a fine tooth comb and find

all possible errors., Your early reply would help me considerabl
in carrying out this task. ?

uosg/co:zgally yours,
/q"

H. H. Waechter

541 East 12th Ave. Eugene, Oregon = Sept. 29, 1952
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H H WAECHTER . ARCHITECT AlA . RMASKGBURGXMRG AT

541 E 12th Ave. Eugene, Oregon - Nov.21,1952

’ \%‘;l'
Wittenborn,Schultz,Inc. \§qp
38 East 5Tth Street Q&
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wittenborn:
Thank you for your detailed letter of Nov.Tth.

I appreciate fully your reasoning behind your decision not
to publish the Taut book. I feel, however, that the Yoshida
book and possibly the other one which is planned are much
more specialized and limited books. As far as I know the
Yoshida book is %ust a new and perhaps revised edition of
"Das Japanische Wohnhaus" which never was or was meant to be
a substitute for the Taut book or vice versa. The Taut book,
by contrast, is a valuable rendering of Japanese culture and
environment as seen by one of the most sensitive and intelligent
artist-philosophers of our age and civilization. I realize,
however, that those values are today less appreciated than
systematized last minute technical information.

I wrote to Prof.Ikuta , quoting your proposals. I supported
your idea of cutting the book in half (which would probably

be at the expense of much of the travelogues and the weaker
photographs), and I suggested also to add perhags the important
"Fundamentals of Japanese Architecture". Also, shall write
Mrs.Taut about it.

Well, we'll see what the Japanese publisher has to say. Japanese
publishers are poorely equipped with regard to keeping contact
with the outside world. Therefore Sanseido asked Prof.Ikuta

to represent them. :

I realize that these new developments will not entitle me to
any royalties coming from ¥ou or possibly even from any other
source, Onthe other hand, I undertook time consuming investi=-
gations at your specific request, and I helped you thus in
making your decisions. Therefore, I feel that I am entitled
to some payment, although I'll be much more modest than
lawyer whom you may have asked to investigate the matter.

I should say that about §20 or perhaps the equivalent in books
Wi nominal fee for my tifie Spent on your behalf.

Cordially yours,

J]. e




