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Wittenborn and Company

Books on the Fine Aris

1018 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 10021 - 212 - BUS-1558 & 1559

INVOICE _

Payable in New York funds. Claims for all d within five days of receipt of goods. This ia the only itemized bill you will receive,

0 copies 1,50 / 45,00

)} coples
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30 October 1068

Edward Buscha
R024 3/4 Noxth Western
llollywood, California 90029

Dear Ed Buscha,

The SWIMVING POOLS have just arrived, also the advance copiesof
BUSINESS CARDS, which the young lady was kind enough to bring with
her. We inst received the bullk shipment of POOLS, and I imagine
that the CARDS are en route ? DBoth books look great, we will send
out review copies shortly, Now, we meed to order stock copies of
the following:

30 GASOLINE STATTONS
30 ROYAL ROAD TEST

please cend the above as quickly as posnible, but ship in the usual
manner (net express),

Beat regards,

Sincersly yours,
|

- r /
A o

(Mrs,) Faith Pleasanton Stein
for Gaorge Wittenborn

=
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October 14, 1968

Wittenhorn and Company
1018 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Attn: Faith Pleasanton Stein

INVOICE

50% discount

Amount due

Make check payable to:

Business Cards
110 Mildred Avenue
Venlice, California
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4 October 1068

Edward Buscha
2353 Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles, Colifornia 00020

Dear Ed Buscha,
We have just received your announcement for “"DUSINESS CARDS™

send the following order (provided that we con have the
trade discount):

50 copies DUSINESS CARDS by cheapest woy
also, we would like to place our order for: L
mcupiosﬁmmﬁgl%m 'Mm
best regards, vt 1

Faith Pleasanton Stein
for George Wittenborn
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2353 VESTAL AVENUE - LOS ANGELES? CALIFORNIR 90026

Felth Pleasanton Stein
Wittenborn & Co.

1018 Medison Ave.

New Tork, New York 10021

April 13, 1968

30 coples "THIRTYFOUR PARKING LOTS"™ @ $1.50 sevoessscrsscss $48,00

(Retall @ $3,00)
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R April 1968

Bdward Ruscha
23513 Vestal Avenue
Los Anpgeles, Califoruia Q0026

Deny ‘ir, Huscha,
We find that we are out of:
34 PARKING LOTS

ean you gend us another thirty (30) cupies by return mail
sanll peckages, Uur anticipated thanks,

Sincerely vours,
.

¢
' ’

(rs.) Faith Pleasanton Stein
for George Wittenhorn
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Edward Ruscha - 23513 Vestal Ave. - Los Angeles, Calif, 90026

Falth Pleasanton Stein Feb, 26, 1968
Wittenborn & Co,

1018 Hadison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10021

INVOICE

50 coples "ROYAL RCAD TEST" @fY,25
Retail @i’a.ﬁo. ] L I T T T S T o“?lso

Falth: Sorry sbout not endwering your requolt
for coples of "Various Small Fires"
but 1t's completély out of p/iut.

See you in N.Y,/soon,

/f///
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1 February

Edwardxinsehax
iﬁiix%rk’nntxixﬁn

Dear Mr, Ruscha,

Our hest congratulations on the successfnl reception of your
show in New York !

Now, we are in need of more stock copies of:

VARIOUS SMALL FIRES ([ /:)

could vou send us another thirty (30) copies at your convenience,
Our anticipated.thanks for loding intoe this order.

Sincerely vours, A

(Mra,) Faith Pleasanton Stein
for Georpe Wittenborn

;_/.aa/(g P 3o Copiey ?i’f(]“ﬂ M;’M'L
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EPWAELD BYScHA
Z235)% VESTAL AVE.
Los ANGELES, CALIF,

0026 JAN, 29, &#

FATH P. STEIN
WIMTENBIN 4 Co.
108 MADISoN AVE
NM., NEW YoRK (0v21

i" / ";
25 (oPes 34 PREKNG Lots) @ %1.50
REMIC @/ §3.00

COPES For REVH
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27 November 1967

Edward Ruscha
2351 & Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90026

Dear Mr. Puscha,

Would you be Eind enough to deliver the enclosed letter to Mr.
Williams,

You might explain to him that we are really most anxious to have
copies, and hope he will be willing to send them on by return
mail,

Many thanks,

Sincerely yours,

Ty P . v
(Mrs.) Faith Pleasanton Stein = !
for George Wittenborn ;
p.s. When do you expect ¥ have copies of Parking Lots ready for

delivery ? Also, did you ever get your satchel, which a
- young ladyv picked up a few days after your departure ?
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27 November 1967

Magon Williams

¢/o Edward Ruscha

2351 % Vestal Avenue

Los Anpeles, California %0026
Dear Mr, Williams,

We would very much like to earry your two publications:

Bicvelists Dismount and Boneless Roast

we have mentioned our interest to Mr. Ruscha, and haveecalled
upon his pgoofl offices, in forwarding this letter to you.

If vou would be kind enough, we would appreciate receiving ten
(ln) copies of each publication, on a eonsignment basis, at the
hest trade discount,

We have had several requests for hoth titles, so we do hope you
will be able to send on copies, Please ghip in small parcels,
well packed, by book rate,

Thanking yvou for your kind concern, we remain

Sincerelv yours,
#

(Mrs.) Faith Pleasanton Stein
for George Wititenborn
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1 Veatul Ave. = Los Angeles, California 90026

Feith Plessanton Stein
Viltenborn & Co,

1C18 iadlson Avenue
New Tork, H,Y,

Oct, 13, 19267

STATEMENT

20 coples "LVERY BUILDING ON THET SUNSET STRIP"2$5,90, . .4...778,00
10 . A AL RJB:‘ I.‘E;T“ - 1.25|.ouq.-.n.n.oct.iltutll. lgtm
20 : INTYSIX CASOLIN TATIONS” "Mlom.ooooo.ootonc 30,00
20 "SOME LOS ANGELES /APARTMENTS" @§1.50ceescscssssss 50,00

Totalf 150 .50
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Wittenborn and Company

Books an the Fine Aris
Cetaber 1067

1018 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 10021 - 212 - BUS-1558 & 1559

INVOICE

Payable in New York funds. Claims for

1 must be p | within five days of receipt of goods, This is the only itemized bill you

WA CARROH RN R R UTRT ARRINLES FERR. NG, ELSINA A,




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection:

Series.Folder:

Wittenborn

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY |

I.c.1Y

Wittenborn and Company

Books on the Fine Arts

1018 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 10021 - 212 - BUB-1558 & 1559

INVOICE

e = -

WO CANBAN REAMIREE MOEAE RUEINERY FONNE, N, ELMIRR, K, T —=PATEN PAY, BT B, s A W0,
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Edward Ruscha - 23513 Vestal Avenue = Los Angeles, California 90026

Falth Pleasanton Stein August 16, 1967
Wittenborn and Co.

1018 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

STATEMENT

Delivery of August 7, 1967:
10 coples "ROYAL ROAD TEST" @§1.25 (retail $2.50) coceessso$12:50
10 " "og GASDLINE STATIONS" @1.50 (ret.$3)ececccccess 15.00

S0 " "THE S SET STRIP" @3.90 (ret.*B).--............11’7-00
TOTAL..I.UC.Cl!.i.‘..sI4;I50

Shipment of August 16,1967:

-
25 oopiﬂs "26 GA OLINE STA.TIONS“ @$1.50 -o-o-ao;no...oca..*aviso

o5 " "SOME 1.OS ANGELES APARTMENTS" @1.50 (ret.$3).... 57.50
ju.:.':'f 3/'1‘1,/&,/ TOTAL osessssanssnnsse .

Balance-Statement of July 10, 19672

25 copies HpgE SUNSET STRIP" @3,90 (I‘Btail *B) oa..ooo..to*gvoso

Total.essosaced 31700

L/C"-:‘I,)—)')L;" : _/ﬁg"?k‘,y
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Invoice

Wi )
ittenborn and Company i e e
. 91 Montgomery St., Scaradale, N. Y. 10583
Books on the Fine Arls 914 SC 3-5582
Edward Rus i
1018 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 212 BU 8-1558

P

Customer's

Order No._qhd' Duww-éff—
2115 Prd /g
Faith Ples || om° o eas '

P
e/o Witter |[Address : Ll Ch
1C18 Madis ¥ival (e arblel

Yew York, : mmﬁ———mm ﬁ
" |

DESCRIPJION ¥ AMOUNT N
L

25 coplesa

All claims and returned goods MUST be moﬁmod by this bi

‘.MO—VOWW — -0-7770?-44
3745 s m.mmf
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Edward Ruscha - 2351% Vertal Ave. = Los Angeles, Californla 90026

Falth Pleasonton Stein July 10,1987
¢/o Wittenborn and Co.

1C18 Mpdison Ave,

Yew York, N,Y, 10021

STATEMENT

25 coples nPHE SUNSE‘T STRIP" @ +90 .-.oocooon.otttto&p‘ 97 .50
retall @ 8,00 -

|
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Edward “uscha
23514 Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90026

Dear Mr. Nuscha,

May we have the following order (as quickly as pessible):

28 copies Twenty Six Gagoline Stationg

25 coples SOME 0§ ANGELES AVARTMENTS

with our anticipated thanks, L ’::::“ -

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs,) Paith Pleasanton Stein
for Gieorge Wittenborn

p.8. We have had a request for & recently published book called
"Bicyclists Dismount” by Mason Williams. Do you know this,
or could you ask Mr, Willisme if he can supply us with copies?
If so, please let us know what th® current price will be ?




I
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Edsard Huscha
2351% Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles 26, California

Dear Mr, Puscha,

Could vou send ns, by regnlar book rate, the following:

25 copies SUNSET STRIP

we would appreciate receiving the copies as soon as possible,
as our stock is very low and we do not wish to be csught

short without copies on hand.
Thanking you for your kind attention here,

Sincerely yours,

(Mrg,) Fpith Pleasanton Stein
for George Wittenborn
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2351} VESTAL AVE, - LOS ANCGELES , CALIFORNIA 90026

Wittenborn & Co.
1018 Madison Avenue
New York 21, N.Y,

REVIEW

May 15, 1967

STATEMENT

o . S o e e S S - - —

25 copies "ROYAL ROAD TEST" @§1.25 (Retall @$2.50) seeseoso$51.25

~— . & Jailer
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Edward Ruscha - 2351% Vestal Ave. = Los Angeles 26, Calif,

Priscilla Greer Dec, 19, 1966
Wittenborn & Co.
1018 Madison Ave.
New York 21, N.Y.

STATEMENT

25 coples "THE SUNSET STRIP" @§3.60. + o « ¢ o o & .$90,00

\
‘.

BALANCE
6 coples "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE sn'rxons! v 56w e e s RN
(Statement of Nov,.19,1966) \

\

TOTAL $99.00
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Edward Huscha
2351 1/2 Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles 26, California

Dear Ruscha,

We have paid in full your delivery of October 8th. (¥93.75), and
now only owe you $9,00 for the November 10th, delivery. P, 4
we do not think it is worth while, for the hoth of us, to repub-
lish an other edition of 26 GASOLINE STATIONS, Let's do another
book for the season of September '67. I am sure you are full of
good ideas - in the meanwhile, send us another twenty-fiive copies
of SUNSET STRIP, which is starting to sell, especially in Europe,

I gave a free copy to Mr, Deschin of the NEW YORK TTMES, he is the
photography editor there and he will mention it in ome of the next
issues, it may bring added pull for the sale of more copies, I
weuld also like to mention that since I allow a 40% discount on
any retail price to booksellers, the cost of delivery to me should
somehow affect this disadvantage on my part. In otherwords, I need
a little more discount, more than 50% for future pmmchases of your
publications, provided that I buy inm batches of 25 copies or more,

Would you please consider this when sending the next shipment of
SUNSET STRIP,

Cordially yours,

George Wittenborn
G’ tpe
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2351% VESTAL AVE.- LOS ANGELES 26, CALIF.

Priscilla Greer Nov. 19,1966
Wittenborn & Co.

1018 W¥edison Ave,

N.Y. N.Y-

STATEMENT

6 coples "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS"
(r.tl!:. @ ta) '*‘1.50!.."...III..CI...'..".N

BALANCE
25 coples "THE SUNSET STRIP" (bill of Oot.8, 1966).ssses$93,75

TOT“LOQOCOI....‘J-O..?.
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Edward Ruscha
23512 Vestal Ave.
Los Angeles 26, California

George Wittenborn November 19, 1966
1018 Madison Ave,
NIY.tN.Yl

Dear George:

Recelived your letter of Nov, 17 requesting coples of
"TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS". I have only a handful left
so am sending the last six coples I can spare. If you think
the book 1s popular enough to publish a second edition, I
willl do so I1f you can guarentee handling at least 200 out of
ean edition of 400. Is this agreeable to you? I prefer to
publish it as a non-numbered second edition.

Are all four of my books displayed together? I would
like an 1dea of how "VARIOUS SMALL FIRES" and "SOME LOS
ANGELES APARTMENTS" are selling but especially would like
to know the respomse to "THE SUNSET STRIP",

These six copies of"GAS STATIONS" are the last available
so I would like to know as soon as possible what you think
about a second edition, I would very much like to go to press
with thisbut dont want to risk not selling at least 200 copiles.

Thank you and

Sincerely,

P, 7
(.--r_,-(_ Mt cha

Ed Ruscha
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September 15, 1966

Edwurd Ruacha
236¢ Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles, Culifornie 90026

Dear Mr., Ruschat

We wppreciate your prompt reply to our most recent letter. We
Gre proceeding with the listing of the SUNSET STRIP et $7.50,
since you have indieuted your agreement in the price revisione

L word of explenation regurding our request for our usual 50%
discount. Uur overheud on $7.50 is sbout 30%, roughly, $2.25,
which letves us with sbout $1.50 &s & mergin, on o retail sale.
Loscever, ve wust give otuer booksellers & discount of 33 1/3%,
tnd on this type of sule we lose $1.00 per copy. Whet our profit
sversges o in the end, if we munsge to sell as many copies re—
teil va we do to booksellers, is wbout $.50 per book. It would
be somewhat difficult for us to operate with less than a
discount on this busisy we hope you will agree with us, and that
we coen continue at this rutes

About the review copies und clippings—I1 will be glad to check
into this, bui 4s Rosulie King is now gone, and I am still a

bit green ut this sngle of the job as yet, it may take a few
days., We will definitely, however, be working on THE SUNSET
STRIP, and will plece ads in the VILLAGE VOICE and ART INTERNA-~
TIONAL for this title. We will slso be sending out about 10
review copies at our cost; I will try to keep track of these and
keep you up to dete on results. We are of course open to any
further suggestions from you regérding muguazines and periodiculs

to whieh you might wish some of these copies sents -

In the meontime, we remuin,

Cordially yours,

st ’%ﬂu

for George Wittenborn
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EDWARD RUSCEA - 2351% VESTAL AVE, - LOS ANGELESJ CALIF, 77434

Pricilla Oreer vate JC7, § /TE&
Wittenborn % Co. A
lolé ”qd}son Ave,

-
Y. N.Y.

STATEMENT

26 coples ; STRIH"
rice ;‘7. j less Qﬁ/(ﬁs."a)..........*“.vﬁ
/ A

V
7 0
r Ire

5 coples "THE SUNSET\ STRIP" ﬁS 3

ik
1 copy "IHE SUNSET STEIBP Li&?yut box for dlsplay

[L‘

27 INCHES
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’/7’1(4 J/ Z’/{( 772 /é (Z/Q W "W’?&%ﬂ’}n D20
p/yn({ el Z//é»n Ko Zhe f}yfq{ﬁ'7@

blrd,
A Mcofin




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Collection:

Series.Folder:

Wittenborn

I ¢4

R
=% ¢ "
1




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY Wittenborn I ¢ :f' 4

September 6, 1966

Edward Ruscha
23514 Vestul Avenue
Los Angeles, Califormia 90026

Dear Mr. Ruscha:
Mr, Wittenborn regrets aguin missing your phone cull, but your

missing each other seems to be in the sters of late. 1'vespoken
with him, however, ubout your questionms,

He does think that $8,00 is & little high, and recommer.s Ghl-ll‘il'
this price to $7.50. (We would like, of course, to continue rew

ceiving our 50% discount.) We will go shead and list TIE SUNSET
STRIF ot $7.50 as per his recommendetion unless you motify us you
would prefer & different price. Our deadline for final correc—
tions 1s September 15th, so your anmswver, if there are any changes,
should come vie return mail, as we are very unxious to get the -
title in, with the correet listing.

We ure tlso considering promotionel possibilities at this time,
end we would wsppreciste receiving 5 udditional copies of the book
for review purposes. You will of course receive teur sheets as
soon &s there are results,.

We look forwird to heering from you concerning the cbove, and we
all hope that the trangaction will be favorable to everyone.

.

Cordiully yours,

/Mf/a,
iss) Priscilla Greer
for George Wittenborm
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Mr. Edwerd Ruscha
2351% Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles, Celifornia 90026

Dear ¥r. Ruschai

Plesse accept my apologies for being so long in reply to your
telephone call about your mew publication. Mr. Wittenborn hes
Just a few deys ogo come bapk from vacation and has barely caught
his breath from the onrush of the backlog of work resulting from
his ebsence.

To the point, however: Mr. Vittemborn is very much interested in
your new publication on the Sumset Strip, and would like to iake
25 copies to stert. Fleose make shipment as "printed metter"
vnd euclose for ue en invoice in duplicate with the shipment.

We received your bill of August 4th, end the shipment of books
has come through to us; you should be receiving your peyment quite
shortly.

In the meanvhile, luck with your new book; we look forward to
seeing it.

Cordielly yours »

Prussdc .

(Miss) Priscilla Greer
for George Wittenborm
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lay, Ddword Rusche
23514Veatal Avenue
Les MAnpeles, California 90026
=Dear Mr. Ruschai
We'd like to reorder
1 /,\ 10 eopiess TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS
i’,}; » ¢~ B copies: VARIOUS SMALL FIRES

‘ﬂ. t” " Pleass send as "printed matter" with invoice in duplicate to
\® _ my sttention. ,

6}7 QJ Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

g
FN

(Miss) Priscilla Greer
for George Ii_tt-bon
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2351} VESTAL AVENUE - LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

STATEMENT

PRISCILLA GREER
Resalie Anne King L
Wittenborn & Co. b}v

‘P 7

\ﬁx kt/éysr 4, 19¢6

\

1018 Madison Ave.
New York 21, New York

joa&copies "TWEIITYSIX GASOLINE STﬂTIONS“ “1.50 l..‘.l.l'l.l.m ]_5"00
j0  Copies "VAR(pus SmALL Fires* @ 1,50 = 15, 00

K 30.00

BALANCE DUE FRoMm 0&pER OF IARCH 20, 1966 % 30.00
(520 Copies "26 €AS STRTIONS"

%60.00
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My, Edward Ruscha
2351 % Vestel Ave. -
Los Angeles, Califormia

Deay My, Muscha:

Please send us "printed metter® with on invoice in duplicate
20 copies TWENTY SIX GASOLINE STATIONS

We Nea¥ pamors that you have & new book in the meking?? Let us
hear from you.

Many thenks.

ST el

(Miss)nosalie Anne King
for George Wittemborm
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i The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Mr. Edwerd Rusche
2351 ¥ Ventel Ave.
Los Angeles, Calif,

Deair Mr,. Ruscha:

I've just dried to rewch your brother here and find thet he's
moved o Okluhome. Have youn arrenged other metns for us to
receive copies of your booka? Pleaae let me know hecouse of
course we went to reorderes

For the itime belng we'ld like 10 more copies of TWENTY 3I%

GASOLINE STATIONS ond WARIOUS SMALL PIRES. t send a bill in

duplicate s usuel, We tlretdy heve some back ordera for these
two so A fresh supnly will be welcomes

I look forward te heering from youw. Many thunks.

ne

~ Resolie Anne King
for George Wittenmborn
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EDWARD RUSCHA 2351% VESTAL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90026

Rosalie Amme King
Wittenborn and Co.
1018 Madison Ave,
N.Y. N.Y.

20 Copies “TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS® @1.50 eevvecescscscescsse$30,00
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EDWARD RUSCHA 23513 VESTAL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90026

Roalie Anne King November 24, 1965
Wittenborn and Co,

1018 Madison Ave.

N.Y.’ K'Y.

. A PD
—--= /@ L == et

10 coples "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS" @ $1.50 ceecjeecs$ 15,00

J0, % "JARIOUS SMALL FIRES" @ s“’i.so sssssessscsssases 1500
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i/m/
| 26 GASoOLINE STATIONS ——
//;% VAR(cUS Stthie FIRES —— |

AVAILABLE [N LCTS. aF (O ( Teﬂ
F/?aM

MAKE PAENTS 7225

ED RosoHa”
235('fr VESTAL. Ave
Los ANGELES, CALIE.
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¥r, Bdwerd Rusche

2351 § Vestel Ave.

Los Angeles, Cslifornia
Dear Mr. Ruschas

Here & just o guick note to suy we received our order for your SOME
LOS ANGELBES APARDIENTS today, il 20 copies plus 3 for review.

Mony thenks from Mr. Wittemborn who was pleased to receive his owm
gigned eopy. :

We hope 1o see you the next time you come to New Yorke

.: ¥ /0
- ). _%"-
{(Miss) Rosalie Anne '
;:r m;-.ﬁtﬁam.
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EDW/RD HUSCHA 2351% VESTAL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Rosalie Amnne King
Wittenborn & Company

el v SPT. 25, /965

STATEMENT

20 copies "SOME LQS ANGELES APARTMENTS" @81.5044¢¢¢¢s+$30.00

3 copies complime w{y fo :naview(ﬂ'

geots
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Mr. Bdwerd Ruscha
2351 [ Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles 26, Celifornia

Dear Mr. Ruscha:

The last time you were in to see us you mentioned & mew book of
photographs to come = SOME LOS ANGELES APARTMENTS.

We've since listed the title aleng with your previous two in our
fall list, and nov we're curious to know when copies will be ready.

Hoping to hear from you again soom; we &re

(MIss) Rosalie Anne King
for George Wittenborm
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Rosalie Anne King
Wittenborn & Co.

1018 Madlson Ave,
New York 21, N.Y,

/ -’/

4




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY Wittenborn I c. ?_ l.'

Ed Huscha March 5, 1965
23511 Vestal
Los 4ngeles 26,

Rosalle Anne King
Wittenborn & Co.

1018 Madison Ave.
Wew York 21, N.Y.

Dear Miss King:

Thank you for your letter. Now, if what you are saying is that
you will be able to sell more of my books at a 50% discount
rather than 404 then I will agree to this request. I'! assume
then that you intend to place larger orders on each book.

I am glad that you intend to publicize my book but neither
were listed on your latest brochure that you sent me. Have
they been listed before?

Also, I will be happy to send you complimentary copies of

my books for reviews abroad and would appreciate receiving
any response or clippings from this.

At my own expense, I ran an ad in the March, 1964 issue of
ARTFORUM that resulted in some sales for you. You may think in
terms of something lilke this 1in the future.

Let me hear from you and

Best wishes,

I‘; '{ Q_.{.;, - (LL‘

L

Ed Ruacha
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Mr. Bl Ruscha
23514 Veatal
Los Angeles 26, Calif.

Dear My, Ruscha:

We were pletsed to receive your letter of

see your brother in the store agein & few day

explained, we're now to order cepies directly fr _ _
sending peyments to you ¢s beforee Finee As seon e se
our stock of the two books running low n, we'll begin
double our orders of esch to 20 of 10 so the
discount we've egreed on een replace the former

As for publieity, enclosed you'll find our Christmes list,
which s you probebly kmow, goes out to 10,000 sdiresses. Y
and both your titles cen be found listed on page 0.Ka
fer? Also, ve heve just writien to & different review ¢

in Germeny end Sweden offering to send them comj

We'll let you knov of the developments and

you exny clippings, ete. that mey resvlte

Both titles will be listed im the May issue of shers'
Weekly Library Journal as well s in the April iasue of. :

So, things ore progressing snd we'll keep you informeds -

Best regerdsy sinurfly yourss [ f
I‘%‘,;ahe e
ss)Rosalie Anme King ]

for George Wittemborm
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18 February, 1965

Mr. Edwerd Ruscha
2351% Vestal Avenue
Los Angeles 26, Califormia

Dear Mr. Ruschas

Thenk you for such & prompt delivery of our latest order for
10 copies etch of your books — we Were very happy to be able
to replenish our shelves. I believe our bookkeeping, too, is
up to date and payment has been mode.

I'm writing now on the counsel of Mr, Wittenborn who wonders
whether we might hegin receiving a #50 discount from you in-
stead of the pswt 40%. What prompts us to ssk is that we've
storted receiving en ebundence of mail orders end will mo

doubt be reordering egein scon in order to fill them all.

!

And one more suggestion...in ceses of any of your fo

books, we think it would be sdventageous to heve opies
complimentery a bit in advonce to send for reviev abr Sl e
far we've found this to be & good publiciging meneuv: =

Ve hope gk of this will seem agreeable to you. Let us’ hear
from you again soon and, in the meentime, best regoerds, ,

-

Sincerely yours,

(Misa)Rosalie Anne King
for George Wittenborm
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2351} VESTAL AVENUE - LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA
STATEMENT

Rosalie Anne King Jan. 29, 1968
Wittenborn & Co,
1018 Madison Ave,

New York 21, N.Y. /

(Balance due) ./é
10 coples "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS" @ 0 ...u...‘lB.OO
(Statement of Oct. 24, 1964)

15 PYARTIOUS SMALL FTRES" @ 1.80 ... Ictiilh.l..’m.m
(2tatement of Dec., 31, 1964)

(This order) |

10 coples "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS"
10 5 "YARTOUS SWALL FIRES" 2 1/80 cecesvsosiocenss$56.00
]

/

/

TOTAL DUE. -e .\. L] .‘31.00
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Edward Ruscha Jan 29, 1966
23511 Vestal Ave.
Los Angeles 26, California

Hosalis Anne King
Wittenborn & Co.
1018 Madison Avenue
New York 21, N.E.

Dear MNiss King:

Thanks for your letter of introduction and I hope you will
take charge of my books. You will receive the 20 copies in a
few days (10 each). The bill in duplicate will accompany the
books and if you will notice, there is a balance due from the
past two orders. Could you bring this to the attention of the
cashler?

In the forthcoming issue of ARTFORUM there will bs an
article about my books. I'll be happy to meet you when I comse

to New York.
Sincerely,
Ed Huscha

P.S. When you unwrap books you might arrange them so all titles
show together on the spines. I have stacked them in a stagger-
fashion for shipping ease.
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Edward Ruscha
23514 Vestal Ave.
Los Angeles 26, Calif.

Deor lir. Ruschas

Your very cherming brother ¢ome im to see us yesterdoy and we
were & bit embarrassed to find ourselves completely out of
steck of both your books! Of course Anne Weld was sert of
taking persomel charge of you here and since she's left Zor

the Modern iusews of Art as of & month ago, I'm afreid I've
beer too slow teo inform myself in some casese SOeceses 0

meke up quickly for lost time, we'd now like to come gh
with snother order for 10 copies each of VARIOUS SMALL FIRES
and TWENTY-SIX GASOLINE STATIONS. And agein we'd spprecisie
duplicate bills on theses Just send everything to my attention.

With things so hodge-podge sround here for o begimmer, I've
hcukaapingintouhvnhmm"mhhnmuhn
wes relayed. She leoks forward to seeing you mext time youte
in New York, as I do. -

antime, we'll be expecting the new copies to replemish our
?ﬁo& - ;sn;r thenks for bearing with ue esse I'1l try teo do
much better from now on, promisel

Sincerely yours,

Flee Ahne

(Miss)Rosalie Anne King
for George Wittenberm
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Anne F., Weld
Wittenborn & Company
1018 ¥adlson Ave,
New York 21, W,Y.

15 ccples
by Fdward Fuacha
(recelved Dec. 22, 1964)

10 coples

VESTAL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

December 31,1964

"VHI'-IUUS SMALL FTF\E‘:%H (2 1.80.ll.tlll.l.....’zvloo

"TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS" @ 1,804c000.+$18.00
by Edward Fusacha

(received from re-order of
Oct. 18, 1l904)

TGT“LI.........*“.OD
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Bdwurd Ruscha
23514 Vestal Ave.
Yos Argelea 26, Calif,

Deor Yr, Rugcliae

Your fyiend atopped in yesterdey, end delivered the

10 copiex of VARIOUS SMALL FIRES. No sonmer did I have
thew unwrdpped then we sold 7 of them in cne fell awovpe
Your etuar Look seens to be doind well teo, and so I'm
sure we'll be plaeing unother order with you soons Right
at the momemt it's ¢ bit difficuli {o breathe; smidst the
Curisimss onalaughtl \

I'm telking this opportunity to say "odics®, us I will be.
moving on to work et the Mus. of Modern Art in Jemuery.
Mise King will be taking mpyplece, ¢ud J bope she will
enjoy corresponding, ette., with you as such as I haves

A vory Happy New Year te youl

- Sincerely yours,

Cbu. e .G-Lmﬁ_{

Anne Fe Weld
for George Wittenborn

P.S. The reasson for writing tiais letter wes to ask you
for duplicate bills on the above mentioned 15 copies.
I'm slveys ofraid thot somewhere #Smething t £go
wrong when you don't send these with the ’
g0 you might think about this in the futures
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TWENTY-SIX GASOLINE STATIONS, by
Philip Leid Edward Ruscha. “400 copies printed in
PR RSI9ET April, 1963, by the Cunningham Press,

Alhambra, California."

It is perhaps unfair to write a review
of a book which, by now, is probably
completely unavailable. But the book is
so curious, and so doomed to oblivion
that there is an obligation, of sorts, to
document its existence, record its hav-
ing been here, i the same way, almost,
as other pages record and document
the ephemeral existence of exhibitions
which are mounted, shown, and then
broken up forever.

“Twenty-six Gasoline Stations,” is a
book consisting of 26 photographs of
gasoline stations in wvarious parts of
America. There is no text of any Kind.
Each photograph is carefully captioned
with only the most essential informa-
tion: “Flying A, Kingman, Arizona." The
photographs are not professional —
most of them are not even good.

Ruscha is a young pop artist whose
work, incidentally, does not particularly
relate to gasoline stations. “Twenty-six
Gasoline Stations" is a pop-art book.
Captioned soberly are “reproductions”
of 26 works of art. Not quite a joke, the
idea is at least as complex as the puns
and issues posed by Duchamp's urinal;
we are irritated and annoyed by the act,
but feel compelled to resolve the ques-
tions it raises. The urinal resolved in
favor of Duchamps; for Ruscha and the
movement he represents, the issue is
still in doubt.
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RIMMY JIM'S CHEVON, RIMMY JIM'S, ARIZONA—A non-

aesthetic one.

SHELL, DAGGETT, CALIFORNIA — The aesthetic &

Watson Urges
Height Hearing

Passage of the Beverly Hills
Height and Density ordinance
was urged by Councilman Le-
roy Watson recently.

"We have got to have a ten-
tative ordinance before we
have a public hearing," Watson
said of the much-contested
proposed height law,

A hearing on the Beverly
Hills hospital scheduled for
Aug. 20 has been postponed o
Sept. 17, city councilmen
agreed.

STANDARD
BRANDS
PAINT CO.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON. THRU FRI,
8:00 AM. TO 9:00 P.M,
SUN. B:30 TO 5:30
SAT. B:00 TO 6:30

Cver 5400 Items Sold With
An Uncanditional Money-

Back Guarantee
1475 50, ROBERTSON

(2 BLOCKE SOUTH OF PICO)
WEAT LOS ANGELES

ZIP Means
Faster Mail

The Post Office Department
has put into effect its new
ZIP Code Program (Zone Im-
provement Program),

ZIP is designed to speed
mail delivery through the ex-
pansion of the present system
of postal zoning. The code con-
sists of five digits, the first
thres to be used by all mailers
of the community who will re-
celve an announcemert from
the Beverly Hills Post Office
as to their correct number, Pat-
rons are requested not to call
the Post Office about the num-

TS,

Postmaster Thomas Lawlor
explained the code this way:
the first digit designates a
large geographical area cover-
ing several states; second digit
is a part of that area; the third
digit a large city or sectional
center seving several cltles,
The last two digits designate
sither & local delivery unit,
such as a main post office or
sub station.

Lawlor stressed that resl-
dents should learn to attach
their code number automatic-
ally lo letteérs and return ad-
dresses, and nole down new
numbers from incoming maik
The le number Is properly
placed after the name of the
state, Le, Beverly Hills, Cali-
fornia H0210,

CLAYTON PLUMBERS
24 hrs. & day, call
GRanite 3-1158

Guaranteed Saticfaction

~ Series.Folder:

Art

In one of the catalogs to the
current County Museum exhibi-
tion entitled “Six Painters and
the Object” Lawrence Alloway
refers to a book by Ed Ruscha.
Its title Is "Twenty-six Gasoling
Stations”, and s pnrpoin
seems nothing more than o
show how 26 out of 20 million
gasoline stations look. There is
no commentary save a title for
each photograph and the loca-
tion. It’s a mysterious boolk.

ANYTHING BEYOND this I
am not at all sure of, and in
attempting to figure out some
sort of eritical analysis I dis-
covered only that this book—
which is approached as a work
of art—is wont to be criticized
It says nothing, does nothing,
judges nothing, analyzes noth-
ing, demands nothing and
wants nothing. For a critic this
is embarrassing, unfair and
just not playing the art game.
Ruscha and a handful of other
contemporary  artists  aren't
playing the art game either;
and that's one of the reasons
this book is important.

Art, contrary to a ridiculous
aesthetic theory, is not the
“play” of the adult. Neither is
it a luxury or an esoteric, ivy-
clad idea. To discover what It
is may be the job of the critie,
but to make what art is, is the
job of the artist. So, If Ruscha
makes art out of 26 gasoline
stations, neither public or critic
should have the audacity to
say what Is and what is not
art. Just as the ancient Egyp-
tians destroyed their artistie
development — and eventual

attempts it. It is & battle th
has become tradition in west-
ern civilization. And proof that
this war is an unnecessary ab-
surdity exists in simply consi-
dering Greek or Oriental atti-
tudes toward art. These socie-
ties accepted art on its own
terms, and appreclated it for
what it was—the product of the
artist, "

A CONNECTION BETWEEN
Orlental aesthetics and "“Twen.
ty-six Gasoline Stations" may
not be visual but the book left
me with the same feeling I've
had in reading a volume of
Japanese poetry, It 1s a mysteri-
ous, aloof, polgnant sensitivity
in which reality is never stated
but only presented, Ruscha's
book is like that, too. For if T
find loneliness in his journey
of gasoline stations that goes
from Los Angeles to Groom,
Texas, then it Is my loneliness.
If the road looks long and the
towns lsolated, the artist has
left me the right to sense It
without phony, tricky llusions
that attempt to force my sensi-
bilities and mangle my atti-
tudes — that's advertising, not
art,

I think that's what erltic John
Coplans meant when he sald,
on first showing me the book,
that I should ignore one called
“Shell, Daggett, California®™ be-
cause It was an “acsthetie one”
It was,

Beverly Hills' unique
local newspaper wants
to cover your activities
and your city better.
You can demonstrate

BEVERLY HILLS TIM
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Branpeis UNivERSITY

Wartaam 54, MassacHuseTTs

Art Collection

et 17 t.‘u%‘
October 15, 1364

Wittenborn and Company
1018 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10021

Sirs:
T 1020-6)
I would like Twentysi/x Gasoline Stations
fArious) Smafl Fires , if it is
ailable. If it is not yet available,

I wish to place an order w 10206 P

Thank you.

incerely,

Thomas H. Garver
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Anne F. Weld
Wittenborn & Company
1018 Madison Avenue
N.Y. 21, gey)id

.Y.

Dear Miss Weld,

Thanks for the letter and I am happy that my

book is doing well, Ten copiles are in the mall and

should reach you next week. My new book is not yet

printed but will be in November and I will send

coples as soon as they are completed. Thank You again.

Sincerely yours,

A Riachn

¥d Ruscha
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 23513 VESTAL AVENUE - LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

STATEMENT

s
Oct. 24, 1964

Wittenborn & Company
1018 Madlson Avenuse
New York 21, N.Y,.

10 cpoies "TWENTVSIX GASOLINE STATIONS" @ 1.80..4e44.$18,00
by Edward Ruscha
(sent Oct. 24, 1964)

o ( l'\
o
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19 October, 1964

Edwurd Ruscha
2351% Vestal ive.
Loe Angeles 20, Calif,

Deur Mr, Rusches

The listing of your GAS STATIONS in our recent ert bulle=-
tin seems to have broughit on some results. Ve would like
to order 10 more copies from you 2t this times

Perhaps it would foeilitete matiers if you sent these
directly to my attention, and the bill alsos (rlease mouke
this in duplicete.) If your new book is ready by this time,
you could ship them «ll togethers We are in pretty much

of & hurry for the GAS STATIONS, though, se don't wedt too

longe

I say your displays cmoug the Ameriean oriists in the
Guggenheim show - they looked very handsome, irdeeds

Hiope to heer from you scom, and thenkyou for the pnblliﬂ'»y
meterial.

Singerely yours,

Ao Pliend

Anne F, VWeld
for Geprge Wittenbora
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12 September, 1964

Edward Ruscha
235131 Vestal Ave,
Los Angeles 26, Calif,

Dear Mr. Ruschas

This is just & brief note, as since I've returned from
Europe, things bhave been more hectic then evers

Enclosed, finally, is the long-swaited listing of your
books. I don't believe we ever did have an enswer to
our June letter, where we asked you for some advence
publicity material for display here in our steres

Also, don't forget to send us our 10 copies of VARIOUS
SMALL FIRES, os soon as it is ready, Thonks very much,
end in great haste, end with best regerds, we ore

Sincerely yours,

@* e \{ (.ULCS\

Anne F, Weld
for George Wittenborn
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Edvard Ruscha
2351% Vestal Ave.
Los Angeles 26, Calif,

Dear Mr. Ruscha:
Ve are terribly sorry not to hove answered your letters,

Yes, we did receivedthe 5 copies of TWENTY-SIX GASOLINE
STATIONS, snd Mrs. Wittenborn will remit to you in tetal
as soon &s possibles

We oreo interosted to heer ebout your new book, Could y
phnopthuumnpmhh'.{mm
latest, &1l the necessery deteils, namely, approximote
publicetion date, price, contents, pmges, illustrations,
end eny other informetion you heve, We will then be able
to make sure thet the title gets included in Bowker's
Trade List Annual, which is most importent.

Thenks alet, wnd we'll look forward to ro -
o s h.wh*r. you

Sincerely yours,
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Sept, 20, 7€ 7

Mean Wire Weld

Wilcome home g thanke fw ynn bxte,
lond e Listimnge. The dtecsryloon sy Vareme
Sall Firee” wan vl allegethe, acoxrate.
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EDWARD RUSCHA — 2351% VESTAL AVE. - LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

Anne F. Weld June 11, 1964
Wittenborn & Company
1018 ladison Avenue
New York 21, N.Y. JUN 1 3 1964

Dear Miss Weld:

Thank you for your letter. I am sorry we can't bave a more
comprehensive correspondence and some of my guestions still
remain unanswered. Was my book,"TWENTYSIX GASCLINE STATIONS",
listed in your last catalogue as you said in your letter of
Nov.2, 19637 If not, I wonder why since it would be to our

w_rmgr_@maﬂi._
ould you briefly explain Boker's Trade List® Annual? If

my new book is listed will yo};‘mﬁhﬁﬂ act as ._distributor?
B b 1 e mRens N
iy new book will be e () line  Stations.
a sub-title on the inside @fi’.‘,’i’&m"‘m statling. hd. sigw; Oty NIy

1962/3 $3.(
DAY" . The book will be a "% 550l tho e ta saive "m?;,%@

it will be the same size, Mjﬁ‘%”g,ﬁ,’,‘;ﬁ‘ siatioce taken it Gifwonk IS et B

be 20 photographs of the seme gasoline station only taken
different times of the day (ome to & page). It will be a 48 page
book with a blank page accompanying each photograph and captions
will be short stating onky the time of day each was taken. It
will be & limited edition book (400) 1like "26 Gas Stations",
only the individual copies will not be numbered. Publicetion
date is set for early august, 1964 and copies will retail for
$3 each. There will be a short foreword by Lawrence Alloway.

I hope this answers the necessary questions and if there
are any more please let me know. If you will answer my questions
then we will better understand each other and I can eventually

make my books, as they are, more ma.rl;eta,blg;f;g_r_xou.
I look foreward to hearing from you soon. %_
Sinc;ere}rg,

EAw. NN
Edward Ruscha
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EDWARD RUSCHA - 2351% VESTAL AVE. — LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

Anne F, Weld duns Tt T
Wittenborn & Company

1018 Madison Avenue

New York 21, N.Y. JUN 1 3 1964

Dear Miss Weld:

Thank you for your letter. I am sorry we can't have a more
comprehensive correspondence and some of my guestions still
remzin unanswered. Was my book,"TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS",
listed in your last catalogue as you said in your letter of
Nov.2, 1963? If not, I wonder why since it would be to our

matual advanteage,
jould you briefly explain Boker's Trade List Annual? If

my new book is listed will you then act as distributor?

My new book will be entitled, "A STANDARD STATION", with
a sub-title on the inside title page of,"AT VARIOUS TIMES oF
DAY" . The book will be a "twin" to "26 Gas Stations" in that
it will be the same size, shape, paper and binding. There will
be 20 photographs of the same gasoline station only taken at
different times of the day (one to a page). It will be a 48 page
book with & blank page accompanying each photograph and captions
will be short stating ondy the time of day each was taken. It
will be & limited edition book (400) like "26 Gas Stations",
only the individual copies will not be numbered. Publication
date is set for early august, 1964 and copies will retail for
$3 each., There will be a short foreword by Lawrence Alloway.

I hope this answers the necessary guestions and if there
are any more please let me know. If you will answer my questions
then we will better understand each other and I can eventually

make my books, as they are, more markgtghlg_iggwxou.
I look foreward to hearing from you soon. QEE:T———_e
Sincerely,

¥ ,{‘ ' TU‘ N
AW, WU N

Edward Ruscha
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Edward Ruscha - 23513 Vestal Avenue - Los Angeles 26, Califérnia

June 25, 1964

Anne F. Weld
Wittenborn & Co.
1018 Madison Ave.
New York, N.Y.

Dear Miss Weld:

Since my last letter, I have decided to change the title
and content of my next book. If it is still possible to list
the book in the Bowkers Trade annual please do so along with
my "Twentysix Gasoline Stations". Could you please explain
this trade 1list to me? The title will be "VARIOUS SMALL FIRES",
and will be photographs of such with a forword by Lawrence
Alloway of the Guggenheim. All else will be the same as described
in my letter of June 1l.

I do hope that it is possible to have the book listed

as you say. Please let me hear from you as soon as possible.

Thank you and Sincerely,
. S .

1 g 7
oL A ;‘.—\

Ed Ruscha
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Tdvard Rusehe
2381} Veatal Ave.
ios Angeles 20, Calif.

Pony lir, Tuschay

Serey 1 aven't ansvered before pov, but Uhe FWittonberns
ueve only just srrived buek from weestion,

We heve earelelly consifered taking on the sole distribue
torship of your seoond beok, but hawe come Lo the follow
ing eenclesions. #¢ reelly laimk that it weuld be wiaser
81l the wuy osrcund If we were to list il, miber than in
Bowker, in cur own srt bulletis, which s we westicmedto
you once befors, geos sut to sver 9,000 Jearicen SLresseRs

5o thipk the imgeet of ligting both titles ot the seme Gime,
wsy prove fumitful, cud ve alse plem to deo this net only

tn Septembor, for the Fell buyers, but clso agein in our
specinl Ciristars list.

Por the wesutize, we shell give yourowr order for 10 eopies
of VARIOUS SALL CIRSS, sad hope uet we shell be WBle te
re~grier, sa time progresses, ond our lists eiroulote,

By eny chance do yuu hove auy extre covers, or sdvertising
seterisl, vhileh we could use here in our store [or cdvanos
publicity? We would appreciete very msuch anything thet
you cop provide us with, Anmd also, if you heve roceiwed
any roviews of your first book, these vould ecmo in hondy
olno, oa for as teking quotes ;m' our wun listing.

¥e hope thet this will work out well, and that thiugs will
w i
sail & bit smoother from DOV ONe
i've pessed on your Bill of June 10th to Mre. Wittenhorn,
our tresgurer, who will attend to Lhis just us soon &8
posaible.

#incerely yours,

Amne 'y weld
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Edward Ruscha - 2351% Vestal Avenue - Los Angeles 26, California

George Wittenborn May 14, 1964
Wittenborn & Company

1018 Madison Avenue MAY 15 1964
New York 21, N.Y,.

Dear Mr, Wittenborn:

I trust you received my letter of April 214 and the five
copies of my book, "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS", that you
ordered. Miss Weld told me in a letter of November 2, 1963
that my book would be listed in your next catalogue. I am
anxious to receive a copy and know how my book is selling.

I shall have another book in a month or so with the same
format, size, etc. with, I intend, an introduction by Lawrence
Alloway. The book could possibly work well in a boxed 2-book
edition., At any rate, I am working on this and I would like

to hear from you as soon as posslble about any progress.

1
s
5_,;,’{:-“/.-.’&.",KQ 2 2 o (W)
Edward Ruscha
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Edward Ruscha - 23513 Vestal Avenue - Los Angeles 26, California

George Wittenborn )
Wittenborn & Company UN ~ 8 1954
1018 Madlson Avenue

New York 21, N.Y.

June 5, 1964

Dear Mr., Wittenborn:

My letters to you of April and May have not as yet been
answered and I am wondering if you received the five copiles
of my book, "TWENTYSIX GASOLINE STATIONS", that you ordered.
Lawrence Alloway of the Guggenheim Museum has aggreed to
write a foreword to my next book (outlined in letter of May 14)

and I would like to have you publish this book if you are
= 4 e —— s e P R e

interested.

Please write me at your sarliest convenience as I have

Y —

not received a word since my letter of April 21st. i

Thank you and Sincerely,

%E{Lﬁfﬂft /ﬁLLJf h{{/
Edward Ruscha




