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Sept.XD
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Dec. 51

BEN-ZION

£X jenee

Budworta - frefght
LACCURIYRE - 1170 Prints
Insurance Plutes
Paris Payment 7/26 by

CV to Prinster
A. D. Smith Vo,
Insurance
Postage

Keating - freight
Payment BEN-ZION
n n n

Pocker - frames

Marchbanks Press -
announcements

Keating - freight

Phonix ¥ngraving

Paris Freight - fre.l6757

Reriden Gruvure Vo.

Paris Preight - frs.LElo2

Marchbanks Press

Keating - freignt

Beailer: Bros. - 15 Portfolio

Budworth - freight

Insurance

Budworth - freight

Photostats

Insurance
Lecouriere #2
Frelght
FEQUET BAUDIEK
Lacouriere - payment
fra. L30630 by Lefebvre
Fequet Baudier - balunce
fre. 2£200
Binding £ Portfolios
" iZ2 Portfollios
Warchbanks Press

Payment BEN 710N
Lacouriere - frs. 370,00

" fra. 126,200
Bindlng - F. Grogswan
Feque t baudlier

Fequet Seudier - frs.435200

Lacouriers - fra. 43000

Specifications

Uifts and Sales '

Oct. 1851 Portfolio Bible Scenes

Jan,1852

Nov,1856%

Mar.l955

20 .85
456,00
98.68
25,00

325.00

55,00
18. 0
L05.26
68,40

200,00
1086 .41
352,00
167 .58
156.00

117.00

$ 5,261.01

1 each donated to
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Land to ART INSTITUTE
OF CHICAGD -
value 2 x #3£5. £650.
1 Portfolic sold to l
NEW YORK PUBLIC
LIBAARY - Bible
Scenes

1 Portfolio -
Prophets sold to
NE®W YORK PUBLIC
LIBRAWY

éold to
AsuD. LIST
4 Bible

1. Prophets
1 suth

Sunmary

$ 5261.01
2045.00

§ 3216.01

Ixpenses
Sales, Gifts

Net Debit
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Mr. Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Dear Ben-Zioni

Ilhdlbnfnnk,uldmsuvtobo,lldw
that once in awnile you put me in a most embarrassing posi-
tion where I appear lauconsiderate, maybe stingy and unco-
operative. But what can I really do to help you? A4s you
kmow and as I have sald several times, I do not see how I

© your peintings, and it is up to you to find a
in New York who will haandle your work.

Beversl years ago when I to publish your
stchings, I gave you my pmluo‘th-or-uw. which
has not been proven eatirely wrong. ¥ disagreed at the
time as pueh as you disagreed with me when I jgested a
lower price for the portfolios. I have sp ‘several
thousands of dollars for thes publicatiom of the two port-
folios and the publication of the new portfolio will again
cost a considerable amount of money.

You said the other day I should not consider the
investment a loss but, desr Ben-Zion, I am an art dealer and
& businessman and if I did not comduct my gallery work in a
very business-like way neither I nor the gallery would exist.
8o the investment for the time being is a loss—a financial

loss.

I believe in your graphic work; if I did mot I would
not have agreed to publieh 1t. But now you ask me to advance
you some goney on the next publication. Belmg a businessman
I have to"say, hov can I advance money om something which, for
the time being, is a financial loss anyway?
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

January 22, 1954

these words sound hard to
e to say them,
you might
But this
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November 11, 1953

e A

Mr. Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New Yoric, New York

Dear Ben-Zion:

I feel awfully guilty sbout being so negligent,

but T thinge happened which prevented me from doing
many things I shoukihave done among them to see you.

Meanwhile I would like to let you know that we

shipped the cooper plates to Paris. Laucouriere should
have them soon.

Hoping to see you soon and with my best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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New York, New York
Dear Ben-Ziont

becanse I wan

he hes the time

heard f'rom him. '

ready to E want %o pay
insurance, Aleo I would rather wait until
situation is & little more liguid.

I do not vant to embarress you, but I would
like to say thet so far I'hive apn?&m&s.w, of which
I have recovered only $260, - P i

Sincerely m. 3

4
] 1]
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Mr. Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Dear ¥r. Ben-Zion:

After our conversation yesterday, I thought the
matter over end am ewfully sorry, and elmost embarrassed,
to refuse your request, which is really impossible from
mwy financial polnt-of-view. From the account, whieh I
looked up, I have imvested in our venture $2477.67 whica
does not imclude the complete last bill frem Lecourierve
or the shipping costs from Perie to New York for the fin-
ighed proofs and copper plstes, A4lso mot included sre the
costs for printing the new title page and index. These
ndd:u.ml coste will probzbly bring my imvertzent close
h m.

You must not forget that from the beginning I
wae very pessimistic regarding the sale of the portfolice
although you were extremely optimistic. I shall do my
best to increase the sale of the portfolios, but here again
I have explained the limited capacity I huve for the sale
of prints; especlally, portfolios. Alsoc you encoursged me
by saying you probebly would have quite a few friends who
would buy the portfolio, but so far I have not seem any re-
sults.

Again I regret deeply to be negative in my answer.
Hoping to see you soon and with my best regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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September 18, 1951

Mr. Ben-Zion
53 Morton Street
Hew York, New York

Dear Ben-Zioms

I am'avfully sorry mot to be able to have good
news for you. I thought about your suggestion eand came
to the coneclusion thst'it is' just imposeible-for.me to
burden myself with any more finsncial obligations,

In your particular case, I have alresdy spemt
over $<000 for the production of the first part of the
Biblical etehings (which includes e payment of $600 to
you)., Bince [ am financing the second part also, I have
to foresee a similar expense.

As I told you in the beginning, I waa mot too
optimistic as far as the sale of the portfolio is con-
eerned. 8o far nothing has heppened to improve my pes-
simism. I hope you understand.

Ho ‘ni to see you soon and with my best regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY Valentin 11I.A.43

June 18, 1951

Mr. Roger Lacouriere
11 Rue Foyatier
Paris 13, Prance

Dear Mr. Lacouriere:
We are shipping this week the second set of
copper plates for the Biblical Themes by Ben-Zion. Also

enclosed is one proof of each plates'

¥r. Ben-Zion asked me to remind you to please
steel-face all plates.

Sincerely yours,

Secretery

Enclosure
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ROSENMAN GOLDMARK COLIN & KAYE

575 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 22
SAMUEL | ROSENMAN
CODFREY GOLDMARK
RALPH F.COLIN
SYDNEY M._KAYE
WALTER J. PETSCHEK
MAX FREUND
AMBROSE DOSKOW
SEYMOUR D.LEWIS

MURRAY HILL 8-7800

Miss Jane Wade

Curt Valentin Gallery, Inc.
32 East 57th Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Jane:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter written by me today
to Mr. Ben-Zion, the contents of which, I believe, you will
find self-explanatory.

Mr. Ben-Zion has asked me to supply him, if pos-
sible, with the following information:

1. A list of the names of the purchasers of
his portfolios, indicating in each instance which portfolio
was purchased.

2. A list of the recipients of gifts of the port-
follios. He expressed the belief that Mr. Valentin had made
gifts to the Museum of Modern Art and possibly to the Chicago
Art Museum. Is this true? Were there any other donees?
which portfolios did each recelve?

3. A detailed list of the expenses tabulated in
the statement of account with which you supplied me and a
copy of which I gave to Ben-Zion. 1In other words, on the
statement the items are simply listed under the heading
Expenses” except in the case of the two items of $600 and
$200 paid to Ben-Zlon. What were the other "Expenses"?
Would you please have Mr. Abicht tabulate them for me.

I would appreciate 1t if you would send me in du-
plicate your letter replying to all of this so that I could
send one directly to Mr. Ben-Zion.

Sincerely,

RFC : FFF
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ROSENMAN GOLDMARK COLIN 5 KAYE

575 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 22

SAMUEL | ROSENMAN

GODFREY GOLDMARK

RALPH F. COLIN

SYDNEY M. KAYE

WALTER J. PETSCHEK MURRAY HILL B-7B00
MAX FREUND

AMBROSE DOSKOW

SEYMOUR D.LEWIS

May 9, 1955

Mr. Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, N, Y.

Re: Estate of Curt Valentin, Deceased

Dear Mr, Ben-Zion:

I confirm the decisions reached at your recent
meeting with me with respect to the handling of the porte
follos of your works now at the Valentin Gallery. Our
arrangement was as follows:

I am willing to have you seek a new gallery con-
nection or other meane of promoting and marketing the
portfolios. If such a connection or other means is de-
veloped by you {(or if I am able to find a gallery affili-
ation for you - and I undertook to try to do 80), I will
make avallable from the Gallery sufficient copies of the
various portfolios to permit proper promotion and markete
ing. 1In order to accomplish this, I am prepared to make
reasonable arrangements with such a new gallery under
which that gallery will participate from the outset in
some portion of the profits from the sale of the port-

folios.

I will communicate with you after I have talked
with representatives of the Stable Gallery, the Borgenicht
Gallery and the Viviano Gallery. I assume that you, in
turn, will let me know if you are successful in making any
affiliations in the meantime,

Sincerely yours,

Ralph F. Colin

RFC : FFF

cc: Miss Jane Wade
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October 30, 1954

Mr, Aaron Berkman

c/o American Jewish Tercentenary
5 Beat 65th Btreet

Bew York, u. X.

Dear My, Beriman:
At the request of Mr. Ben-Zion I am writing

to ask you to plesse return ths three drawings snd
tarse etehings wnich wers loaned for your travelling

exnibition. Mr. Ben-ilon has made other commiiments and

would like to huwe these works withdrawa from the
exhibition,

Very truly yours,

Curt Valentin Gellery
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October 21, 1953

Mr, Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Dear Ben-Zion:

1 am awfully sorry I did not find time to make
a nev appointment with you, but I shall do so soomn.

time ago I wrote Karl Kup asiking ‘whether
the New Yo viic Library would be interested im making
& show of your prints., Enclosed is his answer,

8imceraly yours,

CVid¥
Enclosure
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Mr. Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Dear Ben-Zion:

Many thanks for sending ma the catalog of your
exhibition, The catalog looks very fine, and I am sure
the exhibition will be beautiful.

I am sorry I cannot attend the opening, but I
am golng away for tem days on Monday afternoon.

Best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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October 17, 1951

Mr, Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Dear Ben-Zion:

I made a ‘ft. of one of our portfolios to the

Art Institute of Chicago and credited your account for
half of the sales price or §162.50.

S8incersly yours,

Curt Velentin
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¥r. Ben-Zion
58 Horton Street
New York 14, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Ben-Zion:

1 em sorry to ssy that Durand—fuel had
to decide not to include one of your
peintings in their show of heligious
ATt becsuse of lack of space. I tried
my best.

Sincerely,

Curt Valentin
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PICTURES BY BEN-ZION ON HAND

Prophet in the dark
Prometheus

Thistles

Hortense Monath at the piano
Still life on window

Field flowers

Don Quixote

Wall Street

The cradle

Field flowers (large)
Stoning of the prophet

7 Biblical drawings
14 gouaches
14 drawings WEATHERVANE

§85 88588 R8sl
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S,
$90.
a_{\’
i 50,
Bep ember 11, lm.-

Mr. Ben - Zien
B8 Morton Street
New York Uity 14

Dear Mr. Ben - Zion:

Atcording to your instruction we have. chan,gol‘ﬁa
prives of the following paintings
28,
Prophet in the Dark $500.
Prometheus 700.
8till Life on Window B50.
Field Flowers 250,
Stoning of the Prophet 900.

14 Gmueches 200, ea.

Very sincerely yours,
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PROPHET IN THE DARK
PROMETHEUS

THISTLES

HORTENSE MONATH AT THE PIANO
STILL LIFE ON WINDOW

FIELD FLOWEHRS

DON QUIXOTE

WALL ST.

THE CRADLE

FIELD FLOWERS (large)
STONING OF THE PROPHET

7 Binlical Drawings
14 Gouaches
14 Drawings WEATHERVANE
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October 16, 19485

.

Mr. Ben-Zion
ER Morton Street
ligw ftork i4, h: X.

-

Deer #r. Ben-Zion: ves in Tha

"l % <
Pleuse tell me whether THE CABALIST will

be available for the religlous sghow at Durend-Ruel

At

3

in January .

Sincerely,

Curt Valentin
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Ky, Ben-Zion
58 Morton Street
New York 14, N. I,

Dear Mr. Sen-Zion'

I av enclosing uy check for §85.,00 for one of the
gouaches - "In Memory of the Persecuted Jews in Hasi
Furope No. 2" - which was sold at the International
Watercolor exhibition in Chicago.

I wonder whether your friend Mr. Cottin would be
interested in ziving one of the gouaches to the Art
Institute of Chicago.

Purther, this is to confirm that I have recaived the
following palntings:

Doan Quixote §200.00
Wall Street 420.00
The m 800,00
Tieldflowers 5$50.00
Stoning of the Prophet 600.20

I aseume the prices you list are sales prices and
include my commission.

Very sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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Taly 7, 1944

lr. Ben-Zion
58 lorton Street
Hew York 14, New York

Dear M, Bon-7.01t

I have *o anoiozize for being so late in giving you the figures

on the bogl, hu* since it has %o be printed in two processes ——
the plates by +ha Yeriden Gravure Oompany in leriden, Connecticut,
and the Lext by a New York orinter, there was some delay in getting
the estimatsa, The aporoximate price for 400 copies would be
£559,40; for 600 coples, §T17.40.

There are naveral poiats of vlew to consider, ¥iret of all, tbe
paper mist be obtained since I have exhausted my own quota granted
by tae War Productior Board, The other queestion is, as I %old you
befors, thet I don't believe the book could possibly sell. 1 have
had this experience with some books and, ss you can see from the
estimetes, this kind of reproduction is very expensgive to produce.
There is hardly any mergin for « bcokseller to have & profit.

If your friend can efford to print the book without expacting any
rodrn, the story might be different.

Furthernore, !*t 1s very difficult for me to take on smell publi-
cetions gince 'I don't have the Tacilities to sell them and 3
then out, which gives rige to the cuestion of whether I sh

look for geme other publigher.

I um very corry to be so lukewarm sbout the whole effair, but you
gey urderstand my position from the several cuestions I have dis-
&r:sen; in this letter.

3

Very eincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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¥r. Ben-Zion
58 lorton Street
Hew York 14, New York
Dear ¥r. Pen-Ziont

Thenk you very much for your letter of May 30th.
I will be glad to publish your drawings but camnot
efford exy expenses and could do it only if Mr. Cottin

would guarantee to pay for all costo.

Itthink it is fair to say thet this type of book

will hardly sell well. At least that has been my
experience,

Very eincerely yours,

Curt Velentin
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Br, Den-7iow
58 Morton Sireet
New {ork lé, New fork

T i r - 3
Desr Wr. Ben-Ziong ““ﬂ _

1 #tdll don't think it is right for me &
to get & commission on the deal with the Msﬂlpg
Modern Art ard T um thercfore returning bthe check'
which vou sent me.

&

On the other hand, as T mentioned ths .
other day, 1 should claim & commission ou tha dru-
inps for TOMORKOW mspszine,

"5

Siucerely yours, .

Curt Valentin

enclosure
CViean
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Dear M. /‘-&i‘ﬁ.f

Lt T it Rite gam-a.%x«:‘ Sne
Wice mirnrec Jﬁz Moslon SaT

Che oK §66 w~closes]
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AN WILLIAMSE NEWCOMB CARLTON
FAEZGIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Send the following lelegram, subject to the ferms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed (o
DAY LETTER

Ben Zion
58 Morton Street
New York, New York

Am planning an exhibition of Kurt Hoesch and sculpture by Unm
September 28th. Would like to show in the sculpture room your
pen drawings Weather Vane, Please phone me immediately.

Curt Valentin
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kr, Sen-Zion
§8 Morton Street
e York City

Dear ¥r, Ben-Zion:

Rovember 5, 1943

1 am sending you a iist of your work, which

is at our gellery.

£%00.3

5003

1680,3

Sincerely yours,
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June 27, 1940

1 you that 1 have to
I 49 I have %o go awnsy
1lier than I expected x1 won't be able

to see you before I leave. I will be back in
New ~ork ¢ he end of July for & few days, and

i hose very much to gee you then.

Sincerely yours,

Curt Valentin
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Gotober 1%, 139

e 2en-Zion
$8C “ast 10th St.

GEw J:t.l‘k, .

Yesr ¥r. bep-sion:

1 um sorry to tell you taoet & won't be in

Few York over tine weekend, but I will certainly
cose to tee you &8 soon &8 + have the time.

Very sincerely yours,

wurt Valontin
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FEng@, elsgo
1 I do oot

interest

Sincerely yours,

Curt Valeptin
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Pebruery 16, 1978

n Zion
st Nineteent: Sftreet
lew Ior

Since my vieit to your studlo last Friday I have
great deal svout ycur work and the imprescion

ot from your pictures.

I told you that your wors interests me very much,
the other uend, I an rether slow in makin; any

1+e decision when I consider exnibiting un artist whoze
sve neve. exhibitéd.before. Iwwould not be sble to
gbout your work now, much es I like some of your

went to tell you now Deckuse you may nave otusr
possibilitien of interesting other gslleries in en exaibiticnm
of your recent psintings, sn’ Leckuse I could not rea.ly tell
5 »
vou to Gount on ue ONOW.

sou will undergtan I caould certainiy like
. i . w & m

a-=4in pore dey and look &t your aint-
i wiil aillow me to 40 BO.

very busy orejaring an exhibition of
Yax Becknann which I am opening next
ticn of Wilhein Lencbruck's seulpture
Merie Harriman Galiery to arrange, algo
rore, piesce excuge me 1 I do not
gntended to do.

.

oonn exhlbition would interest
gee you then.

Sincersly yours,

Curt Valiepntin
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