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ae follows: —

would avoid waste of time, which 1s so
R‘:wu also glve a direction to the whole ‘ons book
following another in orderly instead chosen
in the haphazard manner of the "Invitation to Learning® program.
Further, the leader will be charged with seeing that each dis-
cussion holds to the main purpose of the series snd does not
come lost in irrelevancies.

planned that the leader of the group shall be a citizen
:; :;l United States, thoroughly familiar bdoth with American
1iterature and history, who is able %o spesk a correct and fluent
Spanish. Anmong those who have been proposed as leaders of the




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder;

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY ﬁ
Dt .21

PROGRAM OF AMERICAN LITERATURE
‘FOR DISSEMINATION THROUGHOUT SPANISE AMERICA
ON THE RADIO R R -

=

lihm“lmtcnmluetm-
voted to a round table discussion of an important ,
These books have been chosen in such a :

them should bring out the greatness

tion to the world in the past.

whole series would drav is that

the world than any other country; that 4

words - "the last great

umamnutm-mmmwuu:
on

“Invitation %o Learning" program, it is planned to {1
ae follows: The field of diecussion will be limited

This would avoid waste of time, which 1s so valuable on the alr.
I% would also give a direction to the vhole series - ome
following another in orderly sequence, instead of being

in the haphazard manner of the "Imvitation to Learning® program.
Further, the leader will be charged with seeing that eamch dis-
cussion holde to the main purpose o the series and does not de-

come lost in irrelevancies.

It is planned that the leader of the group shall be a oitizen

of the United States, thoroughly familiar both with Ameriecan
literature and history, who is able %o speak a correct and fluent
Spanish. Among those who have been proposed as leaders of the
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scholers snd writers brousht 1
of Cultural Reletions of the Department
the Coerdinator's 0ffice, The discussion will last onew
wmhuﬂum-nunlyuimhh. The present
Plen 4 progran onge a week. A list of books
mnmmm.;

ehovn by the "Invitation to Learning"

. that the sale of books discuased over the

rmwwtu.mmmns
ecussion,

hmuuinmmtutomvbhnmd
lmericen thought ae exprecsed in its 1iterature,

brought out in Spanish
where such translations do not elreedy

By following the higtorieal mequence of these books,
it vill be possidtle to show the growth of liberty
in this country, its development through the years,
its ability to meet varying conditions, and to sur-
vive all crises. Fowever, in order to give wnity
and direction to the program, 1t is proposed that
American literature shoulM be discussed in such a
way as to bring out two main themes;

I. The rights of the individusl as bal-
anced with the rightful olaims of soclety.

I1. imericen ideslism and American pragmatiom.
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It is belleved that thl whole course of Amsrican

1ife and thought could be resumed by fo

these two themes from the beglnning of this

down to the present. The list of books given here
will not, howsver, go beyond the time of World War I;
Af the program is a success, it is planned to go om
from thie point. It 1s obvious that the period be-
twvaen the last year and that in which we are mow en-
gaged vould have to be treated in much greater detall.

The present series would shov the rise of the concept of liderty
in the religious controversies of the Seventeenth Century. It
would show the philosophical development of this concept in the
Eighteanth Century, ite fruition in action in the American and
French Revolutions, and its formulation in the Declaration "
Independence and the Constitution - but this of 1 .
is 8till to be worked out in soclety. Ths rest of the

would be devoted largely to the problems whish arose

confliet of two American paseions - one, the desire %o

of restraints; the other, the desire to producs = soc

would not only work, but alse would work more perf

any that the world had yet known.

It is presumed that the application of the ideas f
books to be discussed will be made by the speskers
Anerica, and the parallele between thelr history and
be brought out.
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TENTATIVE PROJECTS
OF THE
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE _ j o L 1,000,400

1 t ) | “ramfel X1
h‘mm of Eﬁ SE&P\.TOuS - & % & 2 2 0 " B " @ LA .. -. - . ; %ﬂ
South Amarican classics, Farrar & ilinehart edition . . . . 2”5_@,%

Horth American classics, in cheap editions for South America 20,000,00
. g o

Reprinting distinguished Latin American books already - _
translated into English but now out of print " . . . . . . . f,'ﬁ'.tﬁ

Spanish edition of THE GROWNH OF TH: MMIICAN REPUBLIC . . 1,500,00

Translation Lnto English of JIMENEZ DE QUESADA by German

Arcinlegas; publisher, The Viking Press « o s s o s 04 4 e m.'dﬁ

Translation into English of CHILE by Benjauin Subercaseadx; = '° "o
publisher, The Maomillan COMDANY .+ + « o = = o = o« = = » » 500.00

G, 000,00

Translation into English of Petit's LA QUINTRALAj publisher,
The Macmillan Company « « s .a « o oS TN AN SRR (RS mw

Translation into English of Varissimo's CAMIHHOS CRUZADOS
publisher, The Macmillan Company s & onoeon o uEEE

Translation of EL RESPLANDOUR by Anita Brenner; publisher, ER s
AIYTan00 Book Corp. < « s o s s dessse i .. Do

History of Spanish culture in the Western Hemisphere, by ‘
Don Fernando de los Rios; publisher, W.W.Norton & Co., Inc. 750.00

Documents relating to the Spanish Conquest + + « & + o « & 2,000.00

Volume on the history and polities of Haiti, by Dantes
Bellegarde; publisher, %ditions Bernard Valigquette . . . . 500,00

Latin American Constitutions, by Professor Boris Mirkine-
G\lotllvi"-ch..........-.--.........o 1.000-@
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Selections from the writings of De Hostos . . . » « « « . § 1,000.00

Anthology of North American literaturs, for South America;
publi.!har,lilmimnto....-..-.........o 2,”0”

BN MREORYS & o i 4 s 8 s e s de Bl Al 1,500.00
Exhibition of children's books in South America 5,000.00
Books to be donated to Chilean libraries . . . 7,500.00
Public Affairs Pamphlots . . . . . v v « « + & 500.00

Subsidy for magazine, AMERICAN ANTIQUITY, requested by
Society for Amoricen Archasclofy « « o « = s o o o o « 500,00

Portfolios on Latin American Art . . . . . . . o« o & 25,000.00
Spanish-English technical dictionary . . . . « + + + 30,000.00
Visit of Bragzilian publishers to the United States.(approx.) 7,000.00

Publicatlon of Spanish editions of Row, Peterson's Popular
Science booklets for children . . . . .. ... . (approx.) 15,000.00

Subsidy to "Sombra" magazine for 5,000 subscriptions . , 30,000.00

Possible subsidy to ARS magasine . » v o 4 « « o » & & o 10,000.00
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Mr. Monroe Vheeler -
Members of Advisory Committee on Publications

Projects for the Consideration of the Committee ;
on Publications {,4_44.},
Reduct Postal for La -
Obtain reduction of book und magasine postal rates for Latin
America. The present book postage rate is $.12-$.J.;4 per pound to Latin
American countries, ¢ gainst $.0L5 per pound in the United States und

possessions.

(See file for camplete dati.)

It becomes increasingly apperent that the Committee will need &

definitive 1ist of organizations to which pamphlets, books, ete., may be
sent in line with ite sctivities. The Washington office is now taking steps

to prepere this list.

B @
Dy L,.,Lvl" Arrange for trunsistion, pubilcation, and distribution of & miaimum
w

of twenty-five significent smericen books of especisl interest to Latin
Americans.

Whenever pocsibie, the sbove will De tranelated by Latin Americen
scholars end writers of wide reputation, so that their names, as trunslators,
will lend edditionm. preatige to the books.

Suggestions for titles of buoke to be trumslated are being prepared
by & special committee heuded by Mr. Archibald Macleish, the Librarian of

Congress, and Mr. Hurry M. Lydenberg, birector of the New York Public Library.

. > "
(7 2./ P ARG 4
w . TN L [r

4”&‘- %{r(: - ";;';f Pa . o oy s Jid AT, 1’;’3( fFey
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Committee on Publications

Arrenge for trenslation into English, whenever possible by well-
inown writers, of a minimum of twenty-five significant Lutin American books.
Latin American authors ere being asked to submit lists of significant Latin
Americen books which they think should be published in the United States in
English translations.

The Committee will endeavor to arrange, through publishers, for
translations of such titles as may find & ready public here, by distinguished

American writers with knowledge of Spanish and Portuguese.

5. La - IricC Boolk. - Club,

Investigate the poseibility of the establishment of Latin American
Book-of-the-Month Clubs.

(a) Monthly distribution of Latin Americen books in Engiish to
American reuaders.

(b) Monthly distribution of Engiish books to Latin American
readers.

> (¢) Monthly distribution of books in Spanish to United States
readers.,

(d) Monthly distribution of Spenish translations of English
books to Latin American readers.

6, ' e Book to La erica
Arrange for travelers' guide book to Latin America, It must be
determined whether this should be done in one, two or more volumes. Mr. John
Newsom, Director of Federal Writers' Project, is preparing an estimute of
the cost of preparing e two-volume guide.
It has been suggested that foundutions might be wiliing to grant
scholarships to those engaged in the preparation of guide books.

ish-Portuguese Dictio

The need for definitive Portuguese-lnglish and English-Fortuguese




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION,

Collection: Series.Folder:

KD # .27

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Memorandum to
Committee on Publications

dictionaries ie apparently very great. United States publishers are now

being consulted about the method and costs of preparation.

Arrenge for prepuration znd publiceation in Spanish of an inexpensive
volume, in full color, dramatiszing the development of the airplane from myth-
ological concepts of gods and men in flight to the latest trensport and
defense planes.

(See Mr. Wheeler's memorandum of October 14, 1940.)

Similar volume on thé history of tramsportation in this hemisphere.

(Proposed by Mr. ueorge Brett.)

¥ Edi of U, S, Picture Bo

Consult Mr. J. D. Newsom, Director of the Writers' Program, Works
Progress Administration, about possible bpanish edition of a United States
plcture book with explanatory captions, using photographs and text avail-

able under his program.

The Trustees of the National Gallery are being consulted in regard
to distribution in Latin Amekica of the proposed volume in full color on paint-
ings and sculpture in the National uellery Collections for use as a cultural

magnet for tourists from the Latin American countries.

1. Post Cards
Investigate possibility of esteblishing the post card as a cultural
influence in this hemisphere as it has long been in Europe.

(8ee Mr. Wheeler's memorandum of Cctober 14, 1940.)
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Memorandum to
Committee on Publications —h-

12, D ibution in Latin America of Books Alr Publis U

Consult Mr. Lewis Hanke and Mr. Charles Thomson regarding books
already published in the United States which it would be desirable to dis-

tribute to Latin American universities, libraries, snd cultural organizations.

13. Primers of c Eng Bay

. ] ” (et Supervised preparation, publication and distribution of pictorial
0 . WMB, one for basic English and one for basic Spanish,
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LATIN-AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS SUBSIDIZED BY THE COORDINATOR OF INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS

Translations from Spanish into Epglish

v

Aporoved

LA QUINTRADA by Magdalena Petit, Macmillan
CAIMINHOS CRUZADOS by Erico Verissimo, Macmillan

CHILE: UNA LOCA GEOGRAFIA by Benjamin Subercaseaux, Macmillan

JIMENEZ DE QUESADA by German Arciniegas, Viking

ANTHOLOGY OF LATIN-AMFRICAN POETRY, edited by Dudley Fitts (ca. 175 poems by
65 suthors), New Directions

ANTHOLOGY OF LATIN-AMERICAN LITERATURE (or FIESTA IN NOVEMBER: Stories from
Latin America), edited by Dudley Poore, Houghton Mifflin

EL RESPLANDOR by Mauricio Magdaleno, Viking
LOS ALEMANES EN LA CONQUISTA DE AMERICA by German Arciniegas, Macmillan

GUIDE BOOK, edited by Earl P. Hanson, Duell Sloan and Pearce
Pending

DOCUMENTS OF THE SPANISH CONQUEST (rejected by the Princeton University Press)
THE HERITAGE OF LATIN AMERICA by Abel Plenn, Little Brown and Company
0S SERTOES by Euclydes da Cunha
Sponsored
Ferrar and Rinehart Contest
Turned over to Mr. Benjanin

HAITI AND ITS PROBLEMS by Dantes Bellegarde, Editions Vernard Valiquette
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March 9, 1942

 Desr v, Milam:

: This office has been acoumulating data which,
. when properly comstituted, would comprise a list of
2,000 books in BEnglish on Latin Americe.

‘1 believe the Americen Library Association has
" been undertaking something along these lines, and I
would like to know whether you huve any such definitive
1list in preparation.

Thanking you in advance for the courtesy of
your consideration, I am
Very truly yours,
'--.._______.. _' — " . '.\
Diémedes de Pereyra, Comsultant
Committee on Publications

Mr, Carl H. Milam, Executive Secretery
American Library Asscciation

520 North Michigsn Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

DdP 1hnl

GC: Mps. C. 5. Hartmsn, Secrstary to Mr. Wheeler
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THE PUBLISHERS' W

FEBRUARY 3, 1040

U S A
Countries
W. S. HALL

Mr. Hall, of H. M, Snyde
foreign b s say, '}

“LAS NUEVAS TRADUCCIONE

o

"El dltimo puritano”,

No_es“posible atravesar este libro,
tan rico en su juego intelectual, tan
complejo er: SUs proposiciones de or-
den ético,

onoe- |

de George Santayana

\ X Venién castellana de Ricardo Baeza X ¥

¥ Cambridge, asl como la vida en o
interior de ambos s,
loa funda-

bido en una zona de cuestiones gue
estin mis alla de cusnta rian igr
propuestas por una purs novela ps-
cologica, sin que el anime inseguro,
ligado a Ia consigna de trasmitir una
impresion. vea surgir frente a si esoy

do with American books if

30 high!” He is convinei
are the chief obstacle
U. §. A. books in South

tries. Mr. Hall will leave y

South Americy

¢

We HAVE ALL READ af
recent discovery of Lat
going to read a great

cvery angle under the
cestatic travel paragrapl
to exquisitely detailed : ; batante,

possibilities for everyth
xylophones. And boo
the good but I would lil

whispers about one so
have to be razed befo:

neighbors to the south t
at least so far as boc
don’t know what arr:
made to land other ca
competitively at Latin-
do know there has bees
of any kind to reduce
And if we don’t redy
cally, any efforts we ma
new and promising mi
only piddling rewards

ages instead of the d¢
that the market justifi

look at Mexico from
turned.

On the rather app/
14th the two leading
“respectfully presented
Daniels, Ambassador of
a communication head
from the U. S. to Mex
exposition of the subj
advantages of the 1%/
throughout the U. S.
the position of the M
has to pay eight times
with its attendant w
even more than that |
more liberal weight a
A few salient points i

1. U. 8. A. magazinc

P que =¢ despiertan cada ver an-
te una obra extrzordinaria: :No es
lectura un acto absolutamente per-
sonal? Observar ing es ya interpretar?
uNo estin clertos libros destinados a
ciertos lectores y reciprocamente, has-
ta el punio de que pucda darse por
uado todo contacto que no

#5e caso ;jqué papel corresponde a una
mduciﬂr‘iqsl l?u.ppara colmo, falible?
¥ qué pérdida habria que consignar
&i desaparecieran las opiniones inofen-
sivas proferidas por sujetos intercam-
biables?

En un mundo que no sea el de l=s
aciones civiles tienen estas pre-
s su respuesta. Pero puede sospe-

que cuando el en-
Eran vida inteléctual hace
circular una obra extraordinaria po-
{niendo. en meovimiente los d Biti=-
vos especiales que rizim la atencidn de
los lectores, o ello se opera se,
na funcion igual a la del viento: que
I.l:ttl‘i la llegada d:} grana llw-al-
veols debido, ajeno siempre a o
uello que sucede a su % 5
a socpecha, por clerto no alenta-
ora. es hnpol&b'll que no surja ante un
ro como “El dlumeo puritano®, pues
a poco de entrar en su lectura se echa
de ver que para orientarse debidamen-
te entre las posibilidades de vida ¥
to que en ¢l aparecen drama-
., se hace precisa una

se |
oye en esa relacion esencial? Y en |

En ese Ilherlglg. o
que ean a ver con
vinculos de afecto son: su madre, uni
rigurosa sefiota que informa su hogar
viviendo segin el modelo de una rei-
na cuiquera; su padre, un paria dis-
| tinguido —especie de&!ord enry da
{fondo trigico— cuvo hastio es benes
ivaolente ¥ despectivo por mitades; Jim
Darnley, bronceado sobre el mar ¥
viviendo a la menor distancis posible
de 1z vitalided pura, y Vanny, el
| tagonista del smglo, que revolotea aplo-
i mado y feliz, llegando a aviador en la
|guerra mundial por légica congruencia
¥ que avanza seguro de su
con un abismo por arriba ¥ otro por
abajo; ¥ junto a ellos muchos otros
Jbvenes, otros anclanos, diversamente
equivocados ¥ viviendo cada cual de
Io poco que vada uno ha encontrado.
Aquello a que el libro atiende con
un interés de fondo “'11
formacién del joven Oliver, qua im-
presions como algo grave ¥ temblo=
rose, casi sagrado.

EL ULTIMO PURITANO

Todo, absolutamente todo cuanto en
el estado actual de la cultura a
enriquecer un espiritu, Je es concedido
a Oliver, El joven, sin embargo, se doss
entiende con austeridad de esa comple-
Ja provision de motivos ¥ avanza dere-

amente rn realiza
?no 5 el de un

ibertad;: su templ
ienido no se sal
materiales. Es,
demis, ¢l elegido, ¥ hasta el
le ¥ apoya su avance como
:iui:n_ iraspasado a él las

nada comin. No de otro moda vemos
rarse a la no muy abundante se-

de grandes obrap contempordneas
tor puede leer en su version

tayana, una de

ranza, ¥ no cs
raro que cumitos 1o vean pasar se
muevan: — én ex este chico que
asl discute sentado entre los doctores
¥ confundiéndolos con su sabidurial

nuestro tiempo, que acaba

UEN0Ss
uccion de Ricardo
LOS PERSONAJES Y SU CONT
. Cuando ab
puritano  esterifzado ¥ reseco
de la penumbra y se dirige hacia las
tinicas ceremonias que se tiene con-
sentidas; los velatorios ¥ la misa.
Elum?mcon el tio Nathaniel, en Bos-

ton, 1
& cerramos este libro, un ade-
:I:ﬂngente innlvidabl= ("'Que no encon

este libre, un viejo

ue
Oliver va de?l.m!o Pllr.ls todos los se-

M‘:‘l‘l mundl:.nlga que pud)
o por on m:qzt o

Jamis "unas emocion que d

una hora, o un mes, o un afio,

ex- | BA

i fuera causada por una droga®; c
ascetismo 1

por a 5
cuya conclencia absolutista, sin em-
0, “so conservd siempre en la gi-
n de un pretendienie que no cesa
de aflrmar desde el destierro su dere-
cho divino a la coronz”) .acaba de
morir estupidamente en una carretera.
La guerra del 14 ha terminado y Oliver
Alden ha cafdo al margen de la ba-
talla, Cien afios mds de vida no le
habrian servido de nada.
Como esta es su verdadera tragedia,
el libro ha sido escrilo para mogtrar la
intmidad de un ecspiritu como el de
Oliver, cuestionando el valor su
preferencias mis queridas v el de todo
lcuanto su contorno historico acepta
{eomo vilido.
|, Ese contorno histérico estd consti-
tuido por las clvilizaciones norteame-
ricana e inglesa en el lapso que he-
mos mencionado ¥ todo cunnto ellag
pueden ofrecer a un individuo de po-
sicién social privilegiada, esth pres
1o en esta gnvelndSanlr,\:Im]hl o
ragterizado de modo notable los -
bﬁn:ﬂ universitarios de Etop, Oxford

mis gue un pu-

lescente untﬂ“.“r;o s i “md““h

ritano, que
su, "sacriticio
“senb&-: lablos do 1a ”“tl:n
Schlote este “roqulem conviene
meditar: Y este oscuro martirio hoy
din —dice— serla lmd cllarutgl modo ;un::
o ol del o
:om. w\;rll q“nuﬁn munde, mlqum-l
ingun alma”,
“!H::l.:!t!lnnpln Santayana es ¢l antipo-
da de Ollver, quien, visiblemente, sé
Tieva ].IJIIITII otorga nuestro tem.
po. “Todo

b
obre
b que

aquello que pueda en ol fu-
turo tener algun valor —dice Santayans
&l joven Vanny— Io hardn los hombrex
como tisted, no loa intelectuales estro-
pajosos, ni loa puritanos insipidos, gon
su ideal de parpetun inhibic

| todo, la tentativa fracasad

an
Joven Alden, apuntando confussmente
I._ 1 Igo mis alto, =e
Sana.a Duena distane) de auanto so

a buena
en ol libro, como mucho mis

1 - mo pur

o ne
uﬁmrlunp espectdculo. El nmorqhu
dado tal fecundidad sl persan
Wi vida ¥
terminaciones que el libro le otorgn.
n‘- ante unnucrnomn nbl;l;.um:
entire las rEpectiv.
1ender, 1-1%'3. neum‘rugaﬁum que
el ehmo id:&.

an un
wiman Boo pARinAs. E) 0

n TIAS.
ﬂlmn" an l‘:’:n novels clu:'aunx:u

U rea | Rran st Ll

E mnentrl i.dg ﬁ."ﬂ:

ToA, :
& au&n‘r’ ¢ un!.:l.ul-'
ne a su disposicidn plenamente, plos

oon adm o
matices de s

T
\ Sudame.
lent
R A ey o

n
¥n carhtuls es de

miquina

ante todo, la .

very interest-
le problems
21 others before
;h agree that
1le method
we do, that
;, but that
y He plans
[ a friend of
ind be of help
it of that

ecify which

cations
comparative
-reed that

pel
5 it

varies

ime thing in

sily

go into

those countries

| set

a
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U. S. A. Book Postal Rates to Foreign
Countries are Too High

W. S. HALL

Mr. Hall, of H. M. Snyder & Co., has heard many
foreign booksellers say, “‘How much more we could
do with American books if your postal rates weren't
so high!" He is convinced that our foreign rates
are the chief obstacle to greater business in
U. 8. A. books in South America and other coun-
tries. Mr. Hall will leave soon on a trip to western
South America for his firm

WE HAVE ALL READ a great deal about our
recent discovery of Latin-America. We are
going to read a great deal more and from
every angle under the sun ranging from
ecstatic travel paragraphs about Rio’s harbor
to exquisitely detailed analyses of new trade
possibilities for everything from airplanes to
xylophones. And books. Which is all to
the good but I would like to echo my previous
whispers about one solid obstacle that will
have to be razed before we can assure our
neighbors to the south that we mean business,
at least so far as books are concerned. 1
don’t know what arrangements have been
made to land other commeodities cheaply or
competitively at Latin-American ports but I
do know there has been no gesture attempted
of any kind to reduce our book postal rates.
And if we don’t reduce them, and drasti-
cally, any efforts we may make to capture this
new and promising market can bring about
only piddling rewards in increased percent-
ages instead of the double or triple figures
that the market justifies. Let's for example
look at Mexico from which I have just re-
turned.

On the rather appropriate date of July
14th the two leading booksellers of Mexico
“respectfully presented to the Hon. Josephus
Daniels, Ambassador of the U. S. of America™
a communication headed “Postal Book Rates
from the U. 8. to Mexico.”” It was a concise
exposition of the subject stressing first the
advantages of the 1% cents a pound rate
throughout the U. S. A., then contrasting
the position of the Mexican bookseller who
has to pay eight times as much by book-post
with its attendant weight limitations, and
even more than that by parcel post with its
more liberal weight allowance per package.
A few salient points in the communication:

1. U. 8. A. magazines were recently granted

the 1'4-cent rate for Canada, Cuba, Panama,
Mexico, Newfoundland and Labrador. Why
not books?

2. England: Tt costs less to receive a book
from London than from New York, or from
a Texas border town for that matter. (Brit-
ish book rate, 4}5d. per pound.) In addi-
tion most English books are available in low-
priced “Colonial Editions."*

3. Germany: Aside from the low postal
rate, aside also from the compensation marks
method of payment (in Mexico a discount of
25 per cent) German books are subject to a
special export discount from which a further
trade discount is deducted.

4. France: In medical books, to mention
just one classification, it scemed for a while
that the trend was toward American publica-
tions, due in part to the wide circulation of
American medical journals. But the demand
is again for French books due to the high
list price of American books plus the sky-high
postage on these heavy volumes.

5. “The above means that whole lgcnera-
tions of students in all trades and professions
are again being trained in the European idea,
whereas with a very small effort on the part
of the U. §. postal authorities, a great deal
could be done to promote the development of
a large public sympathetic to American cul-
ture, ideas and trade.”

6. “The insignificant loss in revenue that
this reform might cost the Post Office De-
partment would be more than made up by the
increase in trade, and immeasurably com-
pensated by the fomenting of good will to-
wards the United States in this country.”**

I arrived in Mexico City Friday afternoon
and this book-rate business was, I think, the
very first subject broached on my visit to
the bookstores after we had concluded our

* To quote from a letter recently received from a
bookseller in Rio de Janeiro: “If you will consider that
England has n very cheap book postage rate ., . . it
might be of general interest to American publishers to
consider this fact, and to see if there is a possibility of
having a cheaper book postage rate cspecially to South
America . . . we get books 40% cheaper from England.”

#* Speaking of a loss in postal revenue wot =0 insig:
nificant—in the fiscal years 1934:5-6-7, the number of

f il matter carried under the U, S. franking
privilege was 2,560,504,467, weight 353.001.320 pounds,
for a loss in postal revenue of $120,604.678.
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respective bows of greeting. They thought
it might help if I saw Mr. Daniels. There
was no red tape to cut and the Ambassador
graciously consented to see me the next morn-
ing. I added what I could to what Mr. Dan-
iels already knew about the matter and he ex-
pressed his entire sympathy with the idea,
and his willingness to be of assistance. “But
someone has to start things going.”

The expedient to which the Mexican book-
stores have been forced is the sending of
books by mail at the 1% cents a pound rate
to a forwarding agent in the border town of
Laredo, Texas; then the laborious hauling by
truck to Mexico City. Final carriage cost,
about twelve cents a pound, with the pack-
ages constantly arriving late because of in-
evitable delays in Laredo due to assembling
of shipments. I have never been able to re-
member the letter rate from Manhattan to
Staten Island, or any other rates for that
matter, in other words I am completely a
layman on the subject and this observation
may be altogether wacky—but why, if we can
send a book to Laredo for a cent and a half,
can we not extend the distance to Mexico
City, when after crossing the border, Mexico
has the job of further hauling and delivery?

To jump from rail to water, what price
the millions we've spent in ship subsidies
cloaked as mail subsidies when here is a ven-
wre that given sufficient time to work out
might actually prove profitable in dollars and
cents alone? Aside from that, it would be
heartening for Americans to see U. S, A. mail
sacks go ashore on the deck of a tender in-
stead of in the stern of a rowboat.

1 have used Mexico as an example if for
no other reason than that arguments or pro-
tests too wide or general in scope seem
usually to miss the point—the woods and
trees idea, Nevertheless what is true in Mex-
ico City is equally true in every bookshop in
foreign countries where American books are
sold. I have heard the identical observ
in Tokyo, Shanghai, Peking, Helsinki, Paris,
Rome, Geneva, Havana and Panama, “How
much more we could do with American
books if your postal rates weren't so high!"
To say nothing of our long-time good neigh-
bor Canada which becomes, in this regard,
mercly a high beok-rate Corridor dividing
two 1'4-cent rate territories,

Nothing is so dignified as a chart. Here
arc a ll'“' ci}mp;l!'.lti\',{_' I"Dﬂk rates:

THE PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Pounds 1 2l 5 10 20
U. 8. A. 015 045 075 .I5 .30
Foreign 06 30 bo 120 2.40

It should be borne in mind that U. . A. in-
cludes such far-flung territories as Puerto
Rico, Canal Zone, Alaska, Hawaii and the
Philippines and the drop from seventh and
cighth zone rates to the present figure was
just about the nicest thing Uncle Sam could
do for overscas Americans. But why stop
at that? We have no competition to worry
about there. And in view of the fact that
other countries strain themselves almost to
the bursting point to make their c.i.f. igures
attractive to foreign trade it almost seems
as if we were saying to foreign bookstores,
“Don’t buy our books unless you really have
to have them.” Which is pretty much the sit-
uation. And as for getting the American
idea accepted abroad and its attendant (pos-
tal) difficulties I can’t do better than mention
the details of an invoice recently rendered
to one of our European accounts. Title,
“Modern American Painting,” by Peyton Bos-
well, two copies less discount, $6.00. Postage,
$3.14 or a little matter of more than 50 per-
cent. It almost seems important enough for
one of Mr. Hull's trade treaties! Which
brings to mind a book.

Doubleday, Doran has just published “The
All-American  Front,” by Duncan Aikman
($3.00). It is a must item for anyone who,
wearied to the point of exhaustion by radio
blasts and endless newspaper columns about
Latin-America by cconomic experts and po-
litical prophets, really wants to read an hon-
est, straightforward account of how matters
stand in doth directions between us and our
recently discovered good neighbors. Tt is
also a good book for someone who just
wants something to read. For the purposes
of this article it is quotable all the way
through; here is just one paragraph written
some time before our intended trade treaty
with the Argentine was ignominiously sunk
in the neighborhood of another dramatic
scuttling:

*Yet, where the Germans and the Italians
spend  millions on Latin-American  propa-
ganda, the (U. 8. A.) Cultural Relations Di-
vision's initial budget request for actual field
work in the twenty republics was only $60,-
oo, Congress, it is fairly apparent, is in
clined to spend more money keeping Argen-
tine beef out of Chicago than getting
American ideas into Buenos Aires.”

SaRgerely
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Pocke!BOOKS, Inc.

1230 SIXTH AVENUE, ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK

CIRCLE §5-6838
October 24, 1940

Pilerre de L. Boal, Esq.
Division of American Hepublics
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Boal:

T was not able to see Dr. Moe until yesterday but had a very interest-
ing talk with him. He has already discussed some of the problems
with Nelson Rockefeller and expects to talk with several others before
definitely deciding just how he can be of help. e both agree that
this should not be undertaken or started until a feasible method

of operation is worked out. I am sure you realize, as we do, that

we would be working under a great handicap at the start, but that

in time, if properly planned, that could be eliminated. He plans

to have another talk with me later after the arrival of a friend of
his from Cuba who can throw same light on the subject and be of help
to us. I will, of course, keep you posted on the result of that
discussion,

Dr. Moe feels that he is as much at a loss as I am to specify which
books should be considered suitable for translation, but we both
agreed that that can be worked out later., In the meantime I am
sending to Hall for translation into Spanish the specifications
that I think will be sufficient to secure estimates for comparative
prices of manufacture here and in other countries. I ag;eed that
1ittle could be gained by asking for prices on paper as it varies
considerably and it would be hard to get exactly the same thing in
order to obtain a comparable price. I think we can easily go into
that later on.

T would al rather not cireularize the bockstores in those countries
asking which titles they would prefer until we are all set and ready
to

T hope you will be able to make some headway on getting a re@gction
on the present parcel post rate to Mexico at l2g a pound, This is
typical of the co hipping to 1 rlcu;utrlas, as GOngred to
ig a pound to the Philippines 1e high postage rate can hold back more
1 in ne development of the idea, which we are all

HUUUELl e

nufacture in some other country at the start, I
ynufacturing should be done in this countrye.

sosted of any new developments and in turn I hope
of any from your end,
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October &4, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS

Mr. MacLeish's of fice inform

me that he knew about the

meeting (Mr. Monroe Wheeler
talked tith them on 'phone yest.)
but that 'fuite an important
vieitor"had just gone in with

Mr. MacLeish and he would probably

not attend the meeting.
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October 24, 1940

William Hall, Esq,
r & Hall

New York Cit

Dear Bill:

Would you be good enough to have the

enclosed specifications translated into

Spanish and forwarded to Mr, Boal?

I am also enclosing a copy of my letter
to him so that you will be posted,

Sinocerely
Pooket BOOKS, Ine.

Robert F, de Graffl

deG/W

CC to Mr, Boal
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CABLE ADDRESS WHITCO RACINE

WHITMAN

PUBLISHING CO.
1220 MOUND AVENUE

< = =

NEW YORK EDITORIAL OFFICE
200 FIFTH AVENUE

SUITE 900-906
]

GRAMERCY 5-424

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY.

October 28,

Mr. Monroe Wheeler
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

"Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Since we discussed the Latin-American
books, I have given a great deal of thought to thils
project, and the more I think, the more I believe
we should be able to be of good service to you.

You are now familiar enough with the
mechanism of our concern to know that what we have
to offer is rather out of the usual channels, Our
menufacturing and financial faclilitles, as well as
our large connections, should enable us to get this
project under way with the maximum speed and the greatest
possible economy. If you would consider our company for
the preparation, financing, and manufacturing of these
books, we would be glad to make such arrangements as
would keep the preparation of these books in the hands
of people whose ability would guarantee the standard of
quality you are seeking and who would be working under
your direction and control. This would relisve you of
endless detalls and having few people to deal with
this supervision should be relatively easy. *uch a
method would also give you a chance to follow the economic
slde of this production with the minimum amount of time
and energy.

It 18 needless to say that this would in no
way affect the distribution of these books on the North
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American market. They could be published under what-

ever lmprint you would recommend, and on terms satis-
Tactory to all concerned., After all, it would be
purely a question of the publishers getting what they
would consider a fair operating margin---in exchange

for very juicy bargains., In other words, everybody
should be satisfled and happy.

Sincerely yours,
WEITMAN PUBLISHING COMIANY

Duptey

Georges Duplaix
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Letter of Invitation to Serve Om
Committee on Publications

Major George Brett, President
The Macmillan Company

60 Fifth Avemue

New York, New York

Dear Major Brett:

As our work here progresses, it becomes apparent
that we shall, from time to time, require expert advice
in the matter of publications that will strengthem uﬂ,ﬂ__
tural relations in this hemisphere., I am, therefore,
writing to ask whether you would be willing to share .
with us the benefit of your lknowledre and experience by
serving upon a small Advisory Committee on Publications,
#e shall occasionally need couneel on literary matters
and certain specific information which only men with
your experience can give, It is unlikely that this
would entail more than an occasional meeting in New
York Oity. Will yow not kindly let me mow, as goon as
possitle, whether you will be able to lend us your value
able assistance in this way?

Sincerely yours,
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THE HUMANITIES

DAVID H. STEVENS, DIRECTOR
JOHN MARSHALL, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

September 18, 1940

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

I am happy to introduce one of our former fellows,
Mr. Rodolfo Usigli. He will be in New York for several
days discussing a plan to promote translations between his
country and our own. I hope that you can give him some
time to talk over plans because I am sure you can assist
him,

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Monroe Wheeler
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York City

DHS : EHH
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date 23, IX, 40

To: Nr, Wheeler Re:  Mr. Willard Beatty

From: Mr, Wheeler

Mr, Willard Beatty called at the suzgestion of Dr. Steven to discuss the
publication of children's literature for Latin America in parallel columns
frse Phee.
o:l" English and Spanish, He feels that books of this kind could be published
like the National Home Library volumes inexpensively for wide distribution.
For Spanish translation he highly recommends Mr. Alberto Sein, and for English
texts a Mrs, Clark who has written Indian primers for him for some time a_nd.
will shortly have one of her two children's books published by the Viking

Press,
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DUELL, SLOAN & PEARCE, INC.

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

C. HALLIWELL DUELL PUBLISHERS MURRAY HILL 3-4610

SAMUEL SLOAN CABLE:
CHARLES A. PEARCE SWORDWORDS

October 21, 1940

/
Dear Wheeler: / '

I've been béld that you are now the chief of the committee on
translation for the office of Cultural Relations between the American
Republics, and I'm anxious to have your advice on an idea that seems
particularly attractive to us. It's my notion that John Dos Passos
could be persuaded to translate some outstanding Latin-American novel.

On the other hand, I know that Dos Passos supports himself by his writ-
ings and thet if he were to do a conscientious job of translating some
novel, he would suffer a considersble loss of income. However, things
being as they are, no publisher could pay him as much for doing the trans-
lation as for writing something of his own. Therefore, I wonder if it
would be possible for your committee to pay the difference. I can't
imsgine anything that would do more good. Dos Passos has the right sort
of reputation and the right sort of skill, and a translation of 2 really
good Latin-American novel by him would be an event of major literary im—
portance.

In September I wrote to Mr. Nelson Rockefeller about this idea,
and he replied as follows: "At the moment our Publication Department
is not yet organized, but when it is I shall refer your letter to the
person in charge." Perhaps the proposal I'm outlining is one for the
attention of the Publication Department, though I thought it might con-
ceivably be more your affair.

Do let me hear from you as soon as you've had a chance to
think this over.

Yours sincerely,

it (}&@*\J} S

Munroe Wheelgr, Esq.
Museun of lNodern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York
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Copy for Mr. Monroe Wheeler

JH

Grand Rapids, Mich.
October 12, 1940

In talk with M¥rs, Rourke DHS canvassed the possibilities of the
Readers' Digest in its Epanish edition and of the possible coumterpart
of a Latin American digest giving Spanish subjects in English translation.
She said that Carl Detzer, now resident in Ann Abor, Michigan, has the
ability to organize a plan for such a digest in English. He writes for
the present Readers' Digest and secures contributions from others. He
knows therefore the organization routines, and from travel knows something
of the kind of meterials American readers would accept in translation. He
or some man of his background might well be put on the editorial staff of
any new Digest printed in a Latin American country.

L.
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PAN AMERICAN COUNC]L BULLETIN

A MONTHLY CALENDAR

PusLisep sy THE PAN AMERICAN COUNCIL
86 EAST RANDOLPH STREET
CHicago, ILLINOIS

NOVEMBER, 1940

BUSINESS INSTITUTE

COUNCIL CALENDAR

\»
L N
Luncheons Auditorium Hotel; 1:00 P,M,

Dr. Preston Bradley =- "The Meaning Of Pan m; i A
Friendshipe" R

Those who wish will adjourn to the conneﬂ Rooms mgz"h .
the usual Spanish Speaking at Home, 3:30 - 5:30, Ol

Evening Reception; Council Roomse 8 PuM,

Yelley, will Prosont & part of }mr o
color, Miss Mertz took tho new ‘route over
Andes, and thon followed the Amazon down to it

If Sr, Candido Portinari, the well-knovm I

can find it possible to remain in this country
time, he will be guest of homor, Mombers wi
of details later,

November 11

November 18

November 25

1940

Opening Meeting; Council Rooms; 7315 = 8416 Pue

Penel discussion on Selling Problems in Brazil,

Council Roomss 7:156 = 811G P.M,

Viewpoint of sn Argentine Producer=-given by Sr, 3g¢g° !
Tacau, well known to the Argentine market, with hmi.m ]
near Buenos Aires, in Chicago on a visit to the coming
Stock Show, '

Counecil Rooms; 7:15 - 8116 P,lM,

The Place of the Small Industry in chile-prosun@pn
8r, Dugenio Salagar, engineer from vemtiago, nctive
the administration end of such industries tm_.‘ei_a. ‘com:
to the U. S, for a period of observation,
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ing out a bettor adjustment botwoen agriculturel and industrial p

Therefore the editor would appreciate hearing some indication of how much

k0w | T

One of the important problems of the Middle West is that of 3

rurel end urben populations, Argentina is faced with these same probl
Is it idle fancy to think that the leaders in each ares might help each
in the solution of these problems?

Single isolated incidents described in the press, even if true,
are likely to give a very false impression if they are not considered in
their proper perspective, Some of the recent publicity given to so-called
Fifth Column aotivities in Latin America indicate that we need to have more
general as well as specific information regarding Latin American countries
to keep us from heving some very erroneous ideas about them, (See~ Lewis &
Henke- Plain Speeking About Latin America-Harpert!s Magazine- November 1940)s

The Pan Ameriocan Council has increasingly been called upon for
information and guidance by groups and individuals outside of Chicago.
Detroit, Milwaukee, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Kelamazoo, Muncie, Grinnell,
Rockford, Waukegan, Elgin have specifically shown an increased interest im
Latin Ameriean and inter-Americen affairs, As such activities become organ-
ized we will try to give them mention in our Bulletin, .

COUNCIL COMMITTEE NEWS Eh s

About one hundred persons attended one or more sessions of the

Social Service Institute on the Latin Americans in the Chicago area. s
Bert Boerner presided at the morning session and ably led the general
cussion which followed talks by Mr. Frank X, Paz on "Problems
and Mexican-Ameriocan in the Chicago Area," and Mr, Emilio Alm
Protective Work of the Mexican Consulate," Mr. Alex Elson was ch
Ehe luncheon session held at the Sociedad Espanola, 36 West Randolpk
Mrs, Adena M, Rich spoke on "Le Aspects of the Mexican Immigrant
lems of Immigration and Naturalization," end Jrs, Mille Dominguez
BENZ . ss Florence Cassidy, elso of Detroit, led the afternoon «

which featured talks by Miss Marjorie Drury on "The Case Work Approac __
Problems of the Mexicen Community,” and Mr. Martin Loeb on the "Co [ty
Approach to the Mexicen People," Mr, Manuel Diaz Ramirez of the o

5 TMexico brought greetings from his country, Miss Mary Louise Ruiz, Mi
Virginie Acosta, Mrs, Frank Paz and Miss Jeanne Lovejoy gemerously comn
their services as stenographers. A Findings Committee with Mrs. '
Mr, Norman Humphrey, Dr, Francisca Luna, Mrs, Helen Sedgwick, and Miss
Acosta as members is to formulate a brief report in cooperation with ti
mittee on Socisl Service Cooperation (see October issue of the Bulletin),
is hoped that the work inaugurated by this Institute may be carried forwerd,
In eny case, another Social Service Institute is being planned to take ph.ag ,

in Merch,

A number of members have suggested that the Council sponsor a Pan
American Folk Festival, Besides the fun, there's a lot of wprk involved,

interest in, and willingness to work on, such a program exists,

Interest in opportunities for Spanish language practice has been
reflected in the good attendance at the Spanish Teas on Saturday aftermoor
from 3:30 to 5:30 P, M, The present members of the Committee in charge of
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i 0674 reporta an mraasod daman.d for speakm
can relations and Latin Ameriocan progrems,
tor of the Bureau, is also chairmsn of the Pan mriom ounet 1
Committee, .

NEWS OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Mry Charles A, Howe will show some of his new colored s!
meeting of the Friends of Mexico, Fridey evening, No
usee A number of music recordings made by Carlos Cha:
meetings of the Friends of Mexico are open to :

ons and members of the Council, The Friends of Mexico are pla

!hs kssocia_ on 18 oeopera'
tality to Latin American visi.tqrs.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Latin American countries are particularly in need of tec
As a practical cooperative gesture the I1linoig nstitu
3300 Federal Street, Chieago, is offering
the cost of mtion to Latin American schel,
=tuition scholarships to persons of Latin American
United States. Applications for these scholarsh
ved, The number of Latin American students in Chica
.ﬁ;.g, but is still very small, There are & num
don, Chicago is not very well lmovn in hﬂa Ameriea
The additional expense of travel from port ci

Il“-.

¢ '-‘q '-r\q’ ) )




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY
tt




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

[ Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY K D
# o217

m'ﬁhor af a ’cudy
939), recently published by th

"Puerto Rieo-?ﬂ-;era ‘the Americas HMeet" - '
. Thampson is & series of ploture books edi :
- &5 published by Hustings House, New York, Books of the same
and Argentina are completed and will soon be released,

A:nwug the books you should resd before you take that 'br:lp-'
Sydney A, Clark's "The East Coast of South America," :
information about travel to Braszil » Uruguay, Paraguay

Argentina ‘.'L‘he Good Neighbor Fleet of the Americean Republic's Line

It's springtime now in South America,

A "Mexioan Review" has recently been started, Volume
ins ~ticle on "Iwenty Centuries of Mexican Art an
' of Mexicana written in English during the year
s 8nd some book reviews, i
pies are 35 cents, the amnuel subscription 6 v AT
d be addressed to Jesse J, Dossick, New York Universi
ew York Gi‘!qr.

o Laal. ali‘onsn Caso ',
-omruhnaa. l!e.ps,

Publications, Ince, 20 North Wacker
Mep of Mexico" which will delight many

_Modern Hospital Publishing Compeny, Ince has p
"Bl ro del Hospital Moderno" which ha
00ls, public health officials and surgeons throu
ican countries, Dr, Otto F, Ball, President of the C
' interest hes been so great in this book that the
; exhausted,

‘The University of Chicego Press has published a study of

of Guatemala by Charles Wisdom, & former student at the Uni
in which these people live liss mear the route of the
tween Guatemale and Honduras,

order to meet the inoreased demand for books on
d culture of the Latin Americen countries the Ch
- pleans M 8dd several hundred new titles this fall a
A :

‘Foreign Open Shelf Colleotion. This v
b and demend warrants,
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S to Panama," Further information regarding Spanish films
by writing either the Film Bureau or the Council, :

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO TEACHERS

). One of the best as well as most inexpensive ways of learning
Spanish in & natural enviromment is to attend the summer session of the
University of llexico, A number of Chicagoens spent this last swmmer at
the University, end if there is sufficient interest, the Council may be
able to secure some special concessions for its members in 1941, Notify
the office if you are considering spending your 1941 summer vacation stu
ing in Mexico, g
A delightful and instructive Xmas vacation is in store for those =
attend the Pan Americaen Educational Conference being held in Havema,
', December 26, 27 and 28, Further information may be secursd at the '
1 office or by writing Dre V. W, Lamkin, Secretary of the World
deration of Education Associations, 1201 Sixteenth Street, Washington,

~ The Chicago Chapter of the Amerioan Associ
L are having a meeting in the Council Rooms,

Py M., Thursday, November 28th, Pictures of Latin Amer]
‘All Spenish teachers are encouraged to attemd,

A number of firms who have recently needed nogray
tation in both English and Spanish have found very

persons have asked what the requirements

1 Council are, According to the By-Laws, ".
haracter evidencing genuine interest in the pro ;|
igible for membership. Therefore if you are not

y invited to join., Dues are only $2.50 a year
on to the Bulletin, However, if you are able, your
pation in the promotion of our progrem is needed,
W ¢

-y

+ ;—

 Pan American Council
86 E, Randolph Street
- Chicago, Illinois

L -l h‘g Hugh W, Vogl, Treasurer

“M@#&d find my remittance of $2,50 for membership fee for 1940~1941

.
kT

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Telephone
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Copy for Mr. Monroe Wheeler

o 18

Martinez del Rio has solved all his private difficultles
by accepting the sosition of mamsger of a new branch of the Bank of
lexico in the heart of the city. In spite of bis new regponsibliities,
be seys thst his interest in educatiom, «nd in the work of Caso
particulerly, leads him to continue his lscturing and probably his
directorship of the summer session of the University. On the suggestion
of Redfield (reported by DHS)thut he come for lectures during a term of
semester in an Awericsn university, he said that et bost he could hope
for five- or six-weeis leave for such a surpose. On the other band,
ke tuoroughly approves the idea snd would iike o be one of the men
to demonstrete the welue of interchange of perscne.

He is gratified that the lesders! Digest is to dlstribute
the new Spanieh monthiy., JHe sece that this will destroy the monbhly,
Siutesis, bullt uy %o & circulation of ten thousend in the imericss
by ths seif-sacrifice of bis book-seller friemd, ¥isrschi. He would
ilke, thersfore, that studies be made to give to bogiish-speaking
countries eu English digest of exceptional articles taken “rem &ll
Lutin American countrise of the hemisphere.

Later: Beviewing this suggestion »ith Helcher of the
Publishers' Weekly in New York City, DAS hed stromg support for this
idea, With it goes egreerent of Melcher snd DES on recommendstion
that an Americen editor of ability be stationed in Mexico City to
select materiale useful to Americen readers; further, thet Americans
be asked Lo serve s corres cndents for this jurpose in all Latin
dmerican countries; and also that ssmple copies with classroom
rates be sent to ell teschers of modern languages end history in the
United States. Another suggestlon ig that toc be pointed out to the
Readers! Digest orgunisation that services of persoas from Latin
Americen countries are needed for similur work in choosing what ia
to go into the Spanish edition,

po— DAVID H, STCVENS
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Executive Committec

Mavor Frase'J, Hocan
Henorary Chairman

Mgs. Himnexr G. Avouvsr
Ray Paistex Bagsx

Evcar H. Brrrs

Hox. Wnuasm T. Braxe
Hox. E. Haore Crurrr
Mes, Prren L. Harvie
Wittias O. Horeniss
Jonx P. Jusce

Miss Evrza Krras

R, Oaxtry Kexxeoy
Dwicnr Marvix

Mzs. Maxy Murmay McAmts
Mgs. Cruantes E. McCartny
Samuin W, McCocnraxe
James L. Meaver, Chairman
Dz. Rosesr E. Prusxerr
Tuosmas F, Quiny

Jonx P. Ryax

Miss Lotric G. Sueriean
J. Dox Weren

Coopna!ing g’xonps

DevasrMexT or Syare

Orrice oy THe CooRpi¥aTon or
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS

Pax-Asemican Union
Derastaest or AGRICULTURE

Insrarume or [NTERNATIONAL
Ebvcarion

OO SEP 4 1941

3 r reet

New York City

Gentlemen:

As you have probably read in the papers, the City of
Troy, in cooperation with Russell Sage College, is putting
on a latin-American week from October 5-12. This project
is being carried out at the suggestion of the National
Defense Council and in cooperation with the State Depart-
ment, Pan-American Union and Institute of International
Education. Enclosed you will find a brief and tentative
outline of the week's program.

The Museum of National History, the Brooklyn Museum
and the Whitney Museum are sending us valuable collections
of Latin-American art. The Miseum of Costume Arts in New
York City is sending us an extensive exhibit of Latin-
American costumes. In short, many different organizations
throughout the country are helping to make this an out-
standing experiment in educating the public of the United
States to a better understanding of the Latin-Ameriean
countries.

As an important part of this week, we are planning
for an extensive exhibition of books dealing with Latin-
America. I amwriting to ask if you would be willing
either to contribute or to loan the books on the enclosed
list which have been published by your company. Similar
letters are being sent today to the other publishing houses
of the country in the hope that we may have as complete a
collection as possible.

Your willingness to cooperate with us will be deeply
appreciated by the City of Troy, Russell Sage College and
the governmental bodies cooperating with us in this signi-
ficant undertaking.

Yours very truly,

/

President, Russell Sage College
Chairman, Inter-American Week

MNSEP 4 1941

Held on the Occasion of the 26th Anniversary of
Russell Sage College

e

Sponsoring
6rganiwh'mu

TYPICAL OF THE MANY
ARE THE FOLLOWING:

Amirica¥ Lctox axp
VETEraxs ORGANIZATIONS

Bexpvorewt Promecrive Onsex
or Eixs

Busixess axp PrormssioNat
Waonmes's CLus

Carnorse Davonrns
oF AMERICA

Carnorie WoMEX's
Smavice Lesovz

Criavnee o Comaernce
Couxciz oF Soctal AceNcins

DAUGHTIRS OF THE
Asenicax Revorumon

Exmya Wiramn Scioot
Tuvs Crus

Jrwisn Communiry Cowven
Juxis CHamaex or Commexce
Juxien Leasus

Kiwaxts CLus

Kxjanrs or Corumaus
Lasair Isstirume

Liox's CLus

Masexic Oxoens

PareNt- TRACHER Associations
Pusuic Scioots
n:x-‘r“fnnm‘l’urmun
Rotsxy Crum

Russeir Sace Cotisce

Soxs ofF M Reverurion

Troy Crmonaric
Coxcenry, Inc.

Troy Musicar Arrs Crus
Trov Pustic Lisvany
Trov Vocar Soctery

Troy Women's Crus
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Executive Committee

Mavor Frawe'J. Hoaas
onorary Chairman

Mgzs. Hemserr G. Avoust
Bar Pasie Baxex

Evcar H. Brrrs

Hox. Wiiam T. Byase
Hex. E. Harotp CLuerr
Mes. Prrex L. Haevie
Wittianm O. Hotonxis
Joux P. Juoce

Miss Ertza Kutvas

R. Osxrey Kexxeoy
Dwiont Mazviy

Mis. Mary Mumay MeAnots
Mprs. Crantes E. McCartiy
Samurr. W, McCochraxe
Jamus L. Musnes, Chairman
De. Ronxr E. Pruxxerr
Tuosmas F. Quiny

Jomx P. Ryax

Miss Lornc G. Suerninn

J. Dox Wrien

CODpﬂaﬁug g’mups

DeraarMexT oF STATE

Orrice or 1ix Cooknt ¥ avon oF
Ixven-Asmnicax Arveans

Pax.Asnican Uxon
Derastaest of AcnicurTvar

InsTiTuTe or [NTERNATIONAL
Envcarion

INTER-AMERICAN WEEK
of
TROY, NEW YORK

OCTOBER 5-12, 1941

Planned and executed by its citizens to promote, among the twenty-one
American Republics, that understanding and goedwill which are essential
to enduring peace, prosperity and progress in the Western Hemisphere.

August 30, 1941

Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York City

Gentlemen:

As you have probably read in the papers, the City of
Troy, in cooperation with Russell Sage College, is putting
on a latin-American week from October 5-12. This project
is being carried out at the suggestion of the National
Defense Council and in cooperation with the State Depart-
ment, Pan-American Union and Institute of International
Education. Enclosed you will find a brief and tentative
outline of the week's program.

The Museum of National History, the Brooklyn Museum
and the Whitney Museum are sending us valuable collections
of Latin-Aimerican ert. The Miseum of Costume Arts in New
York City is sending us an extensive exhibit of Latin-
Amgrican costumes. In short, many different organizations
throughout the country are helping to make this an out-
standing experiment in educating the public of the United
States to a better understanding of the Latin-Ameriean
countries.

As an important part of this week, we are planning
for an extensive exhibition of books dealing with Latin-
America. I am writing to ask if you would be willing
either to contribute or to loan the books on the enclosed
1list which have been published by your company. Similar
letters are being sent today to the other publishing houses
of the country in the hope that we may have as complete a
collection as possible.

Your willingness to cooperate with us will be deeply
appreciated by the City of Troy, Russell Sage College and
the governmental bodies cooperating with us in this signi-
fieant undertaking.

Yours very truly, :

VX Fctadlea— /g

é"l L. Meader -
Procsident, Russell Sage College
Chairman, Inter-American Week

WNSEP 4 1941

Held on the Occasion of the 25th Anniversary of
Runsell Sage College

s

Sponsoring
Organizations
Trricat or THE MANY
ARE THE FOLLOWING:

Aminican Lectox axp
Vermnaxs ORGANIZATIONS

Brxrvotext Promscrive Omoex
or Eixs

Busiyess axn
Womex's CLus

Camnoric Davesmees
oF AMERICA

Carnotze WoMEx's
Seavice Lsoux

Cinasaex or CoMaErcs

Couxcit of Sociar AcENcies

DavcHTIRS 0F THE
Asencay Revervrow

Exya Wintane Scuoor

Tirvs Crus

Jewisn Comsusiry Cexmee
Juxton Cuavars of Consrsct
Juxion Lesove

Kiwaxts Crus

Kxionts or Corumaus

LaSaure Isstirom

Liox's Crus
Masoxic Ozngns

Parnext-TrscHER ASsoCiATiONS

Pustic Scuoors

Rexssuam PoLymecnxie
IxsmiruTe

Rorazy Crum
Russeir Sace Cotises
Soxs or THr Reverumon

Tuoy, Cymomaric
Coxcuars, Ixc.

Trov Musiear Asrs Crus
Troy Puatic Lomnany
Teov Vocar Soctry

Trov Womex's Crua
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September 8, 1941

Mr. J. L. Meader
President

Russell Sage College
Troy, New York

Dear Mr. Meader:

We are in receipt of your letter of lngult
30th, requesting a copy of "20 Centuries of
Mexican Art", to be included in your Latin Amer-
ican book exhibition, October § - 12, and we are
sending this to you under separate cover. It will
not be nacunry for you to return it.

Sincerely yours,
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November 13, 1940

Hr. J. W, Greenberg
67 West L4 Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Greenberg:

Thunk you for your letter of November first,
ocutlining your pian for the publication in Span-
ish of bookas by leading American authors. :

You mention that you have gone carefully
into the matter of coste, tariffs, exchange rates,
distribution, etc., and doubtless these investi-
gations have enabled you to determine the cost of =
an svernage volume and its pesgsible revenue. Before
the question of finencial aid can be seriously con-
sidered in Washington, we would have to know exsctly
how much subsidy the average book would require. .
This would then have to be weighed against the ques-
tion of working through Spanish-language publishers
whose systemg of distribution are alresdy developed.

We are now investigating the sales and distri-
bution of translations of American books already
published in Letin America. When you have prepared
a definite financial program, 1 shall be glad to
present it to the Coordinator's office in Washington.

8incerely yours,
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GREENBERG:PUBLISHER

November ls+, 1940

Mr. Monroe Wheeler

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York City

Dear lir. Wheeler:

Covering our comversation of the other day, I should like to
give you this written memorandum of our projected enterprise;

The plan is to publishe in the United States, in the Spanish
language, the best and most important of our serious non-fietion
books of a cultural and economic nature, and to offer these
books for sale throughcut the Latin-American countries.

We propose to acquire, by purchase, the Spanish publishing
rights to these books from =all the leading publishers in the
United States. Our preliminary investigations indicate that
this is entirely feasible.

It is our theought to have the selection of the books to be
published made by an advisory board consisting, in addition

to ourselves, of cne or two Spahlsh-speakinz editorial men
residing in this country, a representative from the firm of
Snyder & Hell, who now handle our line of English books in
South America, and representatives from your own Couneil,

the State Department, and the Pan-American Union, and possibly
Mr. Melcher, editor of the Pyblishers' Weekly. We should
ineclude also a Tew academic men from the larger universities,
We have already completed a thorough investigation 'intec elmost
every phase of this project and have found it to be one that
appears altogether practical -- with one exeception -- the high
postaze rate, which is definitely an obstacle to be overdome in
some WwWay. We have already made arrengements for the matter of
sale and distribution throughout the Republiecs and have even
completed a tentative first list of books to be submitted to
our advisory board Tor final selection.

We have gone carefully into the matter of translation and manu-
facturing costs, tariffs, rates of exchange, methodas of distri-
bution, discounts tc the trade, comparative prices between our

books and theirs, ete,

67 West 44th Street, New York City

Cable Address: GREENINE, New York
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Mr. Monroe Wheeler
November lst, 1940
Page Two

We find that it would be feasible to print in editions as small as
5000 copies and yet offer, at an attractive price, a volume physically
far superior %o what the South Americen market is accustomed, And
this in a much better translation and in a cloth-bound book.

Our idea was to start off, early next Spring, with a carefully selected
list of about 20 titles, all non-fietion,

e have all the facilities, the connections, the experience, and the
knowledge, we believe, to make a good Job of this enterprise. We

do not, however, have sufficient capital to do the job adequately

and in a way that will really meke it an effective and important pro-
jeet. Moreover, we would be forced to publish only such books as
would be definitely commercially profitable ventures, regardless of
their ecultural or literary value,

We therefore ask the financisl aid of the Council of National Defense
in helping us get started, as well as its advisory help in directing
the type of book to be published.

This financial aid could be m=km either in the form of a loan or in
the purchase of stock in the company., In either case, we should wel-
come the Council's participation in the directorate.

e believe it would be best to organize a new company for this business,
entirely separate from our own publishing hcuse, but using our offices
and cther facilities so that there would be no considerable overhead
burden to the new corporation., The company might be known as the Pan-
American Press, or some sSuch name as would indicate the nature of its
business,

It has been suggested that this might be a cooperative venture on

the part of a number of American publishing houses, but we believe

this would not be at all a practical plan and one that would resulst

in hopeless confusion, delay in getting started, and other difficulties.
The best precof of this is that wherever cooperative ventures on the
part of publishers heretofore have been tried (as in the case of re-
print enterprises), they have, without exception, been dismal failures,

we are all set and prepared to put Lhis project intc operation immed-
iately, actually turning out our first list by February or March, and

we feel it to be important that the business should be started without
delay, both from the economic point of view and from the point of view
of America's interest in her cultural relationship with the Pan-American
2tates,

Cordially yours,
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MILES DE LIBROS

La fotografia muestra los mi-
. les de ejemplares de la novela
‘de Dafne du Maurier, “Rebe-
ca, una mujer inolvidable”, cu-
ya edicién clandestina, fué se-
cuestrada por orden del juez

en lo civil, doctor Rojas

La edicién clandestina de una
| novela cuyo éxito de libreria fin-
caba en el suceso de una pelicula
recientemente estrenada, dié lu-|
gar a un proceso gue estd venti-
léndose en los tribunales y que es-
td lleno de matices realmente no-
velescos.

La editorial Glem (Grandes Li-
brerias El Maestro), con sede en
Corrientes No, 1583, adquiridé los
derechos de publicacién en la Ar-
genting de la novela “Rebeca,
una mujer inolvidable” de Dafné
Du Maurier. Pero hete aqui que
.| 1a editorial Tor, con sede en Rio
de Janeiro 760 edita la novela ¥y
la distribuye profusamente, a ba-
-| jo precio, en quioscos y por vende-
dores callejeros.

El perjuicio para Glem era evi-
dente, motivando la presentacion
de ésta a la justicia, ante el juez
doctor Rojas, secretaria Dollera.
Pl 1 juez dispuso el secuestro de la
edicidn, el que se hizo efective
anoche. |

Pero la editorial demandada, |\
después de la presentacion ante la
justicia en contra suya de la edi- | |* o -
torial Glem, envié al Correo pa- _imnrlo correspondiente,
quetes de libros destinados al ex- |ligencia, ademas del procosamien
terior, Bato mottvd una nueva di- | to de Tor por des:llm%.lw%

4
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Alr Mail

Professor Feroy A, Martin
Stanford University
California

Dear Professor Marting

Dr, David H, Stevens of the Rockefeller
Foundation has nwd ;:otl that copies of the new
Spenish edition £ *;‘1 Digest be sent
to a1l those listed in the new edition of your
book, ¥ho's Vio in Latip Awmsrics, which he said
would be ready in a few weeks, This distribu-
tion would be made ms part of one of the new
Government Latin-American cultural projects, on
which 1 am working,

Wil! you be kind enough to let me know
approximately how many names are listed in this
fortheoming edition? This information will be
of great help to us in malring certain calcula=

Ne

tions, ‘Thanking you in advance for the courtesy

of your consideration, I am

Sinecerely yours,

-
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publishers which sell books in Latin America¥ namely, Appleton-Century Company,

Ginn and Company, and the American Book Company.
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publishers which sell books in Latin Aperica¥ namely, Appleton-Century Company,

Ginn and Company, and the American Bpok Company.
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date 23- X. 40

Mr. Wheeler Re: The Principal Distributors in Latin

Mr. Wheeler America of Books of U.S. Publishers

At the suggestion of Mr. Caldwell, I saw Mr, Williem Stanley Hall, of the
firm of Henry M. Snyder Company, in Mr. Snyder's absence. He said that they had
no exact figures on Latin American sales because they sell throughout the world
and have never prepared breakdowns on Latin American sales only. He thought,
however, that the sales would come to less than 100,000 books annually, and he
estimated that 80% of the sales were reprints, such as the Pocket Book 25¢ Series
(of which they have sold 50,000 in the last six months), Grosset and Dunlap titles,
and technical books. He szid that he had recently sold 1,000 copies of Phaidon
Press art books to Mgxico. He said the sales of fiection, biography, and other
types of books were inconsiderable.

If a popular English technical book--for example, one on chemistry—-were pub-
lished, it would sell from 250 to as high as 500 copies, Mr. Hall said.

Mr. Hall said that he could not emphasize too strongly the fact that the prin-
cipal obstacle to greater sales of books in Latin America was the exorbitant book
post rate of $.12 per pound, instead of $.015 per pownd, as it is in the States. In
his opinion, the book export business to Latin America could be doubled and even
tripled if the $.015 per pound rate could be established. He reports that his
business is increasing rapidly and that if it were not for the high postage rate
it would be esven greater.

The Spyder Company does not, however, represent the three major textbook
publishers which sell books in Latin Aperica¥ mnamely, Appleton-Century Company,

Ginn and Company, znd the American Book Company.
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ October 23, 1940

To: Mr. Wheeler Re: Conversation with Mr. Carl Van Ness

of the Textbook Department of the

From: Mr. Wheeler

D. Appleton-Century Company

D. Appleton-Century Company has, since its orgenization, specialized in
export to Latin Aperica and has always published textbooks in Spanisgh.

He said their present sales of all books amounted to around 40,000 copies a
year, by far the greater proportion being books in English and divided among
more than 100 titles.

He said that they had recently issued in Spanish a series of elementary
science books which have been successful in Aperican schools, and which they
hope will be adopted by schools in Latin America.

In regard to the higher cost of American books, Mr. Van Ness said that he
did not see how anything could be done about this, because they merely reflect

higher American living standards.




