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INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
NEWS

— D. 197,305 —
INDIANAPOLIS METROPOLITAN AREA

0CT 2 [s70
Who's News YR

J. IRWIN - MILLER, chair-
man of Cummins Engine Co.,
was clected a senlor member
of the National Industrizl Con-
ference Board for a three-
year term. The hoard was
founded in 1916 and serves as
an independent study organ-
jzation on business and indus-
trial matters. It is based in
New York, In additfon, Miller
is & new trustee of the Museum
of Modern Art in New YOIk
He has degrees from Yale and
Oxford, and is a Butler {rustee,

A. L. CRABLE is new asso-
ciate personnel manager for
Burger Chef Systems, having
been transferred by the par-
ent firm, General Foods, fo
Indianapolis,

Regearch & Review Service
of America, 1720 E. 38th, has

' added MRS. RICHARD BUIS

" and HAROLD J. MOORE f{o
its staff. Mrs. Buis is an edi-
torial assistant in the special
projects deparlment, and
Moore is audio-visual assistant
in the communications services
department.
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The Athens of the Prairie is strong on chgches.
This one. with echoes of antiquity in modermidres,
wan designed by the Chicago frrm of Harry Wisss It

wiaps around & center coirtyard

G

= —
Fashion ...
ol

Movies

of architectural minds

By Helen Borsick Collinan

buildings, 1o choose trom (he top avails:
hle architectural talents
For nearly 20 yoars, the Cammins
Foundation has paid the architec-
taral fees, amoanting 1o date to $2%
million, for all’ of Colambus’ public
schools apd & number of other pisblic
tuildings — oo condition that the archi-
tect be chosen from “a tist of at least nx
first-rate architects and sub-
mitted by a disinterested panel” selecied
the Cummins Foundation.

The foes are delermined by 3 shding
scale ranging from 72% of conytruction
orats for a bullding cosung §2 million or
more (o 10.2% fof & building costing

& duwniown bleck,

Samrinen’s design is composed of 1w
sirong geometric shapes in 4 modem
wversion of the Italian church and campan-
ile beside it, with strong assymetnic
accents and a grid pattern of stone and
beick repeated on chiirch and Lower

Sull corrent and quality as in
the early 19408 when it was & great shock
to rural Columbus, Eliel Saarinen’s
church has andergone two allerations

One, the warm tan brick that origi-
mally formed the interion of the sanctusry
in & continuation of the building's exte-
rior surface, has been coverod with anath
er material and painted white. |t now
soems cold and Taceless. The change was
made for acoustical reasons. as the four
puide explains it

And two, double piy, the waltkway i«

thie churchivard that once crossed be
Iween wo rellecting pools wilh [ean
tains. inspired by the Bridge of Sighy in
Venice, now crosies pools [I1led with sod,
for maintenance reasons. Too many pop
cans and candy wrappers landed in the
water. Even amazing, Fundamentalia
Columbus, Ind., has it problims

The next building o joimn the parade
of pants. 10 years Ister, 3t Miller's
instigotion, was the Trwin Union Bank
rust Cu_ designed in 1083 by Eero
Saarinen

It was & glasay, unbankitke bullding
with shapely white ceiling domr=. tu be
affectionately known as “ihe hrassiors

lactory

diiion to the bank tis year wa
¥ Kevin Hoche and Jokn Din
ssory, i koeping

additinm 1o

b by the s

his death, b
Shoetly after the building of &

aens bank. Uhe new Cuimmine Eng
Faisndation alfered (s wisiie arhilect
prapoxition (o Lhe Jumbes

paying
sehivols. amd oveniy

v e sare ws
v wstitu o

rehitectiiral treni
por strictures withant the
® inentive

e seiling
todl (o other

firm. e Haml
Tarmilnre

T

Earo Saarinerys North Chrtstian Chusch. his Lt design.
-wui&»nmwm&km pars

it design by Hi
Weese, and in 1§58 commisstoned that
architect to bakd the cily @ pablic recrea-
tion facility — the Lincotn Center of
Columbi—as & giit of the Hamilton
Foundation

Amotg other Columbus buildings,
Weese also designed the ¢lubhouse for (he
Otter Creek Golf Course, designed by
Tobert doors. Course and club-
house were given (o Columbus by the
Mller Lamily

The Miller family. synonyimous with
Columbus, Ind, gonsists o J. Irwin Milles
and s wile, Xema, their four children,
and Miller's gigter. Mrs. Clemonline
Tangeman of Ney York

All are prineipal elients of the lrwin
Managemenl Co, which s o separate
firm formed (o the tamily’s fmancial

planning and | operatinnm, real
eotate developmenl (including Bond
Court i ﬁ%ﬁl and variow phitan-

thropies aimed 31 making Columbus 2
madel cily

The Millen' latest git 10 Coturmbus.
vurrently T construction In Uhe
§3-acre downen redevelopment sec-
vion, s » 53 Moo enclosed shopping
mall copnne® 38d. courthiuse center
(Gruen AssooBt®. principal architect
Cesar Pylli}

I thie ceET0E (his Lively comples
will be an extPdinary 30-foot elevtrt
cally operaled S8 Tinguely seulpture,

thans S0 40 B8l of machine parts
picked up 9o Colympus

Tinguely l:lm the
et i U0 08 oy

Ihe pusp .h""' incidentally, b

el M M §10 roillion water
o (MIIEBE of dollars rall oif
o in COMBb ko fimes and

T
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The $2% million Y5
and build the library came
#t-million bond e and..

church and next fo the

country, in the form of the Notth Chris-
Eian Chisteh, designed by Fero Ssarinos

w hexagonal,
seating, lght that sieehmns
hure above, and a soaring
Aral-axiy spire reaching for hoaven.
Saarinen designed this iiding
belore his sudden (liness and M.lhi:
1961, and never waw it Alime
Saarinen came to the and
proounced it his most boautiful work.

Saarinem himsell had ¥
i, T want (o solve Uhix desagn wo that,
wx an archiboct when | face S5 Piter, Lam
wble to say that out of all the 1

At in vy Tifetime, one of (e bestwas Usis
Uity chureh * Sk in e t

Harry Weese @il the First
Charch & year later, 18 (86511 3 an
adaptation of & Norman (heme, with
stoep-pitched, knotty pine oot and -!,_ﬁ
buibding lemenis grouped ADwing an | :
apen pourtyand

Anither intrguing reigious budding
codreepl 15 the deagn of Uve Four
Jtetirement Home | Architects Cullabars-
tive. Norman Flotchor) nperatad by Hap
1t Homes & Wospitals, Inc

This voenplotely self-cwilamed
e cotumunity is bl apound iy
awn chape|

Charchies are bag o Columbis. Thaee
aro 172 churches, and at Jasl cotnt st

untinaed s Page 81
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3 t saloons, in the town and surround-
ing Bartholomew County.

Unfortunately, most correspond fo -

the early perma-stone brand of much of
the lower and middle income housing, in
contrast to the costly grandeur of the new
architecture, or for that matter the exec-
utive-level neighborhoods inspired pri-
marily by the presence of Miller’s compa-
nies and Hamilton Cosco and the Arvin
Co. (fans, heaters, appliances).

Miller himself lives in a house de-
signed by Eero Saarinen, and the philoso-
phy of his architectural program in Co-
lumbus is based on a quote from Winston
Churchill, “First we shape our buildings.
Then they shape us.”

If beautiful buildings do indeed
make beautiful people, given time for
the assimilation and educational pro-
cess, Columbus may well become the
model city Miller-wants it to be.

Meanwhilg;it is a living architectur-
al museum, perhaps buildings by
Frank Le Corbusier, Louis
Sullivan, Migs _¥an der Rohe, Walter
Gropit .ﬁand: others, but gaining
figures.

| A

. The-Athens of the p'rdi;iéi"i’ -'

- to Columbus to get away from the hurly-

problems than most and far greater
generosity on the part of corporate do-
nors, and looking forward with a strong
social conscience.

A Visitors’ Center has been opened to
provide information and guidance for
architectural students and tourists, about
10,000 a season.

It is housed in a handsome 19th
century pillared brick structure renovat- s{
ed under the, leadership of Mrs. Miller,
whose hobby is renovating buildings.

One of her prime feats, through the |
Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation estab-
lished for the purpose, has been the
renovation of the 1974 Bartholomew
County Courthouse at Washington and
Third Streets. Similar projects are slated,

The pride that Columbus Indianans
take in their city — “the Athens of the
prairie” — is evidenced by the tour
guides who contribute their time to show
it to others.

Qurs, for a building-to-building tour
the day I visited with Jane and architect
Jerry Weiss of Cleveland, was Don Ar-
thur, a former Midwest district glove
salesman from Kansas City who retired

|
|
1
i

burly of the metropolis, and now is busie
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The town newspaper, The Republic, circulation 20,000, is prepar
in an‘::pen 1970 glass-and-steel Bauhaus oriented design by M

P Y LIV iy s+ =

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill.

id and published

pnt Goldsmith of
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~ Irwin Miller ArdenfClVlC Worker‘ln His Cn‘y

*%  Although he doesn't live or wkméla}‘gﬂe)
, it would be difficult to find a man better
palified to be chairman of the international
on Cities than %

. (for Joseph) Irwin

er;

since I am not a
t of a big city,” Miller commented.

. - - 25,000 to 30,000.”
True, Columbus is no metropolis but it is
the “Athens of the Prairie.” And the man who
whas been instrumental in making his Southern
®indiana home town nationally known for
gﬂa architecture and culture is as urbane as
~ any American can be.
L At the time Miller accepted this key role
#in the conference, Mayor Richard G. Lugar
= responded, “Miller's personal witness to the
R cause of making our cities better places in
£ which to live is recognized internationally by
b all who care about the future of urban life."”
& Home base for the 62-year-old board chair-
‘man of Cummins Engine Co. and the Irwin
= Union Bank 15 an unpretentious building near
the corner of 5th and Washington in downtown
Columbus.

His office is a pleasant blend of blues and
' golds but much simpler and more utilitarian

Every Job Requires
Teamwork, He Finds

"You know, Columbus still is a small town _.

than one associales with a man of great
wealth. (The Wall Street Journal has esti-
mated his fortune at well over $100 million.)

There ‘is no marble trim, no baroque fire-

- place here. But there are books (including 2
Bible), pictures, flowers and a few mementos’

about the place. -

Miller, who has a yen for blue suits, light
blue button-down shirts and blue ties, appears
tan, trim and fit. In conversation he Is as un-
assuming as the character of his office would
indicate. - .

He is not the type of rich industrialist who
tosses his monetary weight around. Iustead of
muscle, he prefers a soft approach.

For example, when asked about his numer-
ous and quite notable accomplishments, Mil-
ler replied:

“When you operate in this society, you
never have the feeling that you do anything
by yourself, There is no undertaking that goes
on today that does not require active work and
co-operation of a whole mess of people.

S0, you see, you are only part of an enter-
prise. And, there is a lot of satisfaction in not
operating on your own but as part of a group
that accomplishes something better than any
one member can do.

“Take an industrial plant like Cummins.

It would be very hard to say who invented

something, It's mosllgea téam or a group of |

people, and it would
an idea came from."

In 1967, Esquire magazine was 'sol im-

difficult to say where

. 'pressed with Miller it recommended him for

the presidency of the United States.

] was. embarrassed. I really didn't know
they were going to write it that way.

“Everyone has his own talent, and T never
thought that running for an elective position
was mine, Some'people like to sell insurance
and some like to design engines.

“T sort of have the feeling that in today's
society you must be a professional at whatever
you do. If you are going into politics, it seems

_ those who start early do the best job. I've

never seen an amateur in either business or
politics who has been effective.”

In addition to his own worldwide business
activities, Miller is involved in church affairs,
governmental commissions, various boards
and educational organizations.

In 1980 he was named the first lay presi-
dent of the National Council of Churches and
currently serves on a commission of the World
Council of Churches. He ‘also is trustee of
Butler University, the Ford Foundation and
the Museum of Modern Art and a fellow in the
YaleOorg v

Asked if he has slowed down any, Miller
replied, “No. One of the problems of a per-
son with outside activity, such as a trustee of
a college, let’s say, is that at present every
job takes twice as much time as it did five

years ago.

Industrialist Modest
About Achievements

“Qur whole soclety is in a period of rapid
change, so almost any job takes a great deal
more time than it used to.” :

When he does find time for brief leisure,
Miller likes to get outdoors—to sail or to play
golf. Although he donated the splendid §1.5
million, 18-hole Otter Creek golf course de-
signed by Robert Trent Jones to the city of
Columbus, Miller says he doesn't get out there
very often.

About stories describing his ability to play
Bach on the violin and read the classics.in
Latin and Greek, Miller ' remarked simply,
“That's all kind of overdone.”

Referring to his city's sobriquet, “Athens of
the Prairie,” Miller remarked, “I don't think
we rate any title at all. It is a good town where
people accept responsibility to solve their own
problems.

“And I'm proud of the spirit here. A major
undertaking right now is the downtown Te-
development involving 12 blocks. It will make
a big difference when the downtown again be-
comes the center of the community. You don't

have a commupity unless there is a central

focus.
“Oh, sure, we've had failures,” he added.
“T think one of our biggest weaknesses in Co-

* structures was the new First Christian

up with an te supply of middle- and low-
cost housing. It's a big gap . .. a major gap,
and we're still working at it, trying to find an
x!a;llswer, but we really haven't been success-

The list of architecls who have: been re-
sponsible for the enviable appearance of Co-
lumbus reads like a *“Who's Who" of the pro-
fession.

The first in a long line of magnificent

Church in 1941. One of the mopst sensational
probably is North Christian Church, which
Miller attends. It has a 1%2-foot spire.

It was designed by the late famed Finnish
architect, Eero Saarinen, a classmate of Mil-
ler’s at Yale.

Recently dedicated was the new public
library designed by I. M. Pei, architect for
the John F. Kennedy Memorial Library: at
Harvard. ¥

“Nothing has been done in Columbus that
requires a Jot of money,” Miller points out.
“Any community can go out and attract
good architects for its buildings. They charge
the same standard fee. 3 .

“] think the only difference in Columbus
is that we are making a conscious effort to
try to enlist the very best minds we can find
anywhere. Ninety per cent of what has been
done here, any community can do.”" .,

“As for myself, I think a lot of things need
doing. I just lend a hand and try to get them
done,” he added with characteristic modesty.
—Bill Reberts p

e —



