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A
(Temporary Receipt)

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK 26 April 1941

RECEIVED FROM Mr. J. B. Neumann
New Art Circle
543 Madison Avenue
New York
on approval for purchase, the objects described below, subject to the conditions printed

on the back of this receipt.
For the Director, CON) oy
Associate R."nm)w of Prints
= -

DESCRIPTION PricE AskED

Collection of drawings, etchings, and lithographs by No price quoted
Rodolphe Bresdin
| Portfolio of 32 drawings
" " 60 etchings and lithographs and 1 drawing
" " 50 etchings and lithographs

Package of 2 etchings and one drawing
‘ altog et‘.ler 146 pieces —/2 = /
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“Lacking talent, he has genius”, said Baudelaire of his
contemporary Rodolphe Bresdin, France’s great graph-
ic master. Early forced into the straitjacket of a dis-
torted and superficial Bohemianism, the real personal-
ity of Bresdin has ever since remained hidden from the
public, which knows only the eccentric figure fabricat-
ed by Champfleury. Worse yet, the art of Bresdin has
continually been damned with faint praise, even by
many of his most sympathetic friends.

Even during the forty odd years since his death, there
have been no more than two or three sporadic attempts
at a real estimate of Bresdin, and none of them has
awakened the public to a consciousness of the outstand-
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ing importance of this master. It seems that France,
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blinded by the deep-seated first impression, will not
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awaken to the greatness of her own artist. And it is no
more than fitting that in America, the land on which
Bresdin so long placed his hopes of freedom and fulfill-
ment, should begin the difficult task of resurrecting the
true Bresdin, of bringing to light those works which
will inevitably assure him a place alongside Schon-
gauer, Durer, Rembrandt and other great masters of
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the graphic arts.

My search for the lost works of Bresdin has already
gone forward fifteen years. I feel that it should no long-
er be simply my affair, and I am therefore now send-
ing out this check list of all the works of Bresdin I have
been able to locate, in the hope that every lover of
graphic art will join me in an effort to restore this mas-

ter to his rightful place.
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J. B. NEUMANN.

9 East 57th Street
New York City
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Jerome Bosch, Pieter Breughel, Hercules
Svg/u'r.\, Runln'uml!, I)HI'('V', f/u'w‘ are I/u' artists to w/mm
Rm[u//)/u- Brwu[:‘n /m» /u-ru mm,mlw[ l'_l' I/n' /‘A'll' w/xw /mm'
seen his work.

The intention of this little book is to provoke inquiry
into the almost complete neglect which this artist has until
now l'm'm‘m'x/, um[ to gl’w u'/mt /“'/I’ it may to i/w person
who will some f[uy write on Rw[u[p/w Bresdin. I wish it
to serve now as a mere check-list. A second volume will be
I)ll[)llv\/ll’(l uv/wn (';v,y,I)I('lu uml 4[4'[(11’/1'([ 7’]1('4:""“!(!‘“" ulmul
each print shall be accumulated.

At present one print may possess as many titles as the
various x’n[[m tions in u'/: 1‘1’/: it appears, mu[ /.rnm man \'p[u/m
[ln'r(' seems to [n' wuly a .\fuglr IH‘I‘II/. It is necessary to
L[l‘»\l't?l'«'l‘(llll/ltll'l‘lull‘lu'/_l’ 1/1:' Iu'wiu' extent u}/‘ 13:'1'\<[f11 '.\ H'u!‘/(,
l’m[ux[llug l/n' Humln'l‘ u/‘ Iu':’ul.s extant /vl‘um eac /r I)[ul(*, in
un/ur I/mt a urm])lvlt' ()uu'rz’ (‘ululugm’ may In’ /l‘lhll/_l'
established.

Fabiall Lebiantilto vacoibe shotmprapshsfibanke whish
are not l‘fprc.\nu!u/ here, or “/, any states which may r[i//i'r'

frum I/m.n' [”u.\'lnllx'r[ /‘nr l.ll('lll.\l.llll l‘n 1/1(’ mm[)/vlv 4'({1‘11‘1»:1.

Be o 7. . Bedlin Garminy: J. B. Neumann

Allen Kritikern gewidmat
mon Reve, dans I'art moderne
absolument fou!” (Nr. 40 dieses Kataloges.)

i Beraldi in “Les graveurs du XIXe sciecle” 1886

To E. 8., March Thirtieth, Nineteen hundred twenty nine

e

Rodolphe Bresdin, who died in|
1885 at the age of 60, left a wealth|
of drawings,

) 8 and litho-|
graphs. He must have been Immte—‘
ly a great painter, even though
there are no records of his paint-|
ing. His etchings in particular are
of such color sensitive quality as to
put him in a class with Rembrandt,
and in many respects above Whist~
ler, especially in his more elaborate
&

The gallery director, Mr, J. B.
Neumann, privately published, some
15 years ago, a revealing brochure,
profusely illustrated, of the works,

| {of this French master, but somehow |

his brave attempt to introduce Bres-|

{ldin to the New York public was

by vaude’

of ballyhoo and sensational propa-
gands about prints sold over the
‘bargain counter. And yet, here is

the same master he ever
was; and greater by to
the graphic art promioted by spec-|
ml':r advertising.

Redon was an honest pupil

Odilon
c udly acknowledged his in-
M@M. Bresdin.
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