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“Lacking talent, he has genius”, said Baudelaire of his
contemporary Rodolphe Bresdin, France’s great graph-
ic master. Early forced into the straitjacket of a dis-
torted and superficial Bohemianism, the real personal-
ity of Bresdin has ever since remained hidden from the
public, which knows only the eccentric figure fabricat-
ed by Champfleury. Worse yet, the art of Bresdin has
continually been damned with faint praise, even by
many of his most sympathetic friends.

Even during the forty odd years since his death, there
have been no more than two or three sporadic attempts
at a real estimate of Bresdin, and none of them has
awakened the public to a consciousness of the outstand-
ing importance of this master. It seems that France,
blinded by the deep-seated first impression, will not
awaken to the greatness of her own artist. And it is no
more than fitting that in America, the land on which
Bresdin so long placed his hopes of freedom and fulfill-
ment, should begin the difficult task of resurrecting the
true Bresdin, of bringing to light those works which
will inevitably assure him a place alongside Schon-
gauer, Durer, Rembrandt and other great masters of
the graphic arts.

My search for the lost works of Bresdin has already
gone forward fifteen years. I feel that it should no long-
er be simply my affair, and I am therefore now send-
ing out this check list of all the works of Bresdin I have
been able to locate, in the hope that every lover of
graphic art will join me in an effort to restore this mas-
ter to his rightful place.

J. B. NEUMANN.
9 East 57th Street
New York City
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