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INTRODUCTION

For its first exhibition, the Advisory Committee of the Museum of Modern Art has
chosen to show contemporary Unknown American Painters. While the exhibition
consists of eighteen unknowns, it is merely an indication of the fertility of the little-
touched source from which this group, preponderantly non-professional, springs.

The professional artist has not heen overlooked, but so much has been done for
him by galleries and museums, collectors and writers, that there is comparatively little
difficulty for the professional of merit to find an audience.

On the other hand, the non-professional does not enjoy this advantage. He finds a
public little prepared to encourage him, since it has had only a limited opportunity to
orient itself to his work. He has essentially, therefore, still to create his andience.

In this exhibition, the pictures of tradesman and mechanic, house-painter and
cloak-and-suit maker, housewife and laborer. hang side by side, each stating its own
case, each solving, through the intuitive drive of the painter, individual problems with
individual means of expression. Among them may be found the character. courage,
inventiveness, sensibility, and other of those vital qualities which exist wherever there
exists a true aesthetic.

Valdes has a remarkable quality of remoteness. a rare isolation of spirit. Koch is
gregarious, not in spirit but in matter. Of a piece with his spirit is his subtle color
control.

There is Ella Southworth, a keen-witted and matriarchal Connecticut Yankee. Her
resolute handling of composition and color in Golden Thoughts brings into existence
a picture that is, perhaps, as counterpoised as a knowing Cubist painting.

Both a poetic Italian sentiment and a pictorial New England austerity are at play
in the work of Patsy Santo. These contrasts he fuses harmoniously in The Red Shack.

In his Cell Interior, Samet, an inmate at Dannemora, presents a penetrating por-
trait. The use of perspective, the writhing, “agonized handling of drapes, are distinct
subeonseions reflections,

Completely unfamiliar with Dada and Surrealist works. Hirshfield produces a fan-
tasy mo less effective. He employs a startling and inventive technique.

In the two-dimensional picture of Crawford. there is a shaking vitality, Anna
Moses has, especially, color luminosity. Rev. Mulholland. shimmering light. Frouchtben
has found hiz own way to make loneliness poignant and disturbing., Fredericks has
p;.i,m»;{ a festive religious picture, Knapp a crackling snow-scene.

For a thorough appraisal of their work, several of the painters might very well be
given a more complete showing.

With the Unknown American Painters exhibition, the Advisory Committee’s
laboratory [or experiment and research comes into being. This project, a facet of pro-
oressive museum planning, has been provided them by the Trustees of the Museum of
Modern Art as an opportunity to establish a forum for untried ideas.
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%ANTO. Patsy. Plasterer and decorator. J§ANDALL, Byron. Painter. Oregon.

Vermont, 0. Sun After Rain, Oregon—Water-
V1. Winter Harvest—0il color

%2, The Red Shack—il _Collection Dr. Everett Evans, Rich-
4 3. Griswold Pond—0il mond, Va.

D@OCH, Samuel. Milliner. Brooklyn, N. Y. iﬂUMP" R. J. Merchant. Vermont. M, ”0"
& Thood—Wateroolos 21. Rural Vermont—Watercolor

#35. Union Square—Watercolor LHOLLAND . W S: Cler .
Y6. Sixth Avenue El—Watercolor J&:}’mog. Died, 1913‘5‘ * Semre
xSOUTHWORTH. Ella. Housewife. Con- *22- E‘g:e Sughs Making i Yot SEGAG
necticut.
“*7. Golden Thoughts—0il
“*8. North Cove—0il
9. The Levi Post House—1790-—0il

‘*Colleclion Myr. and Mrs, Harlan Mil-
ler, Arlington, Vi.

KNAPP, Hazel. Vermont. , ¢

X 23. Snow-Scene—0il P
\ . io. Sign-pai . Florida. T
Disd yogy regorio. Sigupainter. Florida N FREDERICKS, Fred. Unemploged. The

Bowery, N. Y.
. Adoration—Watercolor
Collection Charles Morgan, N. Y.

'AMET, W. Metal Worker. Dannemora,
ik

0. Cuban Landscape—()il
Collection Elizabeth Bishop

*11. Southernmost House in U. S,—0il

2. 624 White Street—0il
Collection Elizabeth Bishop

*13. Roses—0il

5. Cell Interior, Artist at his Easel —
il

v p i @ Aot
MOSES, Anna Maria Robertson, House-  26. Prison Yard—0il A Lo
wife. New Yark FLETCHER, Alex. House-painter. Penn-
¥ 14. Home—0Oil e sylvania.
Collection L. Caldor, N. Y. £97 " Cofnnianion Sarica R Ol
4 15. Maple Sugar Days—()il
Collection L. Caldor, N. Y. X:TR()UCHTB EN, Bernard. Cabinet-
. 16. First Auto—O0il naker. Bronx, N. Y.
Eollection L. Caldor, N, Y. 28. A Lonely Man on a Lonely Road
—0il
. S SLD, M. Cloak and suit manu- F ¥ I
.-\\\ Hiﬁlr?fl[{nmkliIL \_( \‘ “_“ . I _ LEWIS, Flora. Negro housewife. Missouri.
17. Angora Cat—Oil § V 9. Farm Life—Oil
18. The Beach Girl—0il FRANCES, Gene. Painter. California.
CRAWFORD, Cleo, Negro luborer. New S0+ Roofs and Houses—Crayon
York. L LEAKE, Dorothy B. Vermont.
*19. Christmas—()il 31. Roses in Old Sugar Bowl—0il

* Collection Sidney Janis. N. Y.
Nos. 1 to 29 und No. 31 submiited by Siduey Janis. No. 30 submitted by Mrs. Chas. H, Russell, Jr.
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MRS. DUNCAN H. READ

MR. JOSEPH VERNER REED
MRS. STANLEY RESOR

MR. NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER
MRS. CHARLES H. RUSSELL, JR.
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Dafe November 30, 1939

To: Miss Ulrich Re:__ Advisory Committee's Exhibition

From: . . Reinfel

This is just to serve as a reminder of our conversation yesterday
in re Mr. Janis request that a statement of some kind of the expenses of
the above exhibition be prepared for him to report on at the meeting of
the Committee on December 12.

There are a few charges I know of by hearsay and of course there
are probably others:

Express charges on one or two paintings to museum and
returned to owners

Carey Press charge of $24 for printing catalog

Labor of men in hanging show, taking it down, packing
plctures for return to owners

Charge for tacks
Mr. Janis' expenses

Rental of lamp from Versen $3.00

... %kc)
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Expenses in conuection with the Advisory Comaittee's exhibition of

Unimown fmerican Artists:

Delivery or'za peistings to liuseunm
Delivery of lamp to Museum
Incoming express charges om Samet palntling

§1.50
1.00

—0
§3.40
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THE MUS - N

DAILY REPORT. =
% 2 ue for the Advisory camamtteaf'

"Unknown American Painters"

| From: Super
| | ,
Receivedg
éi P ,ﬁ Introduction
w23 Catalogue of the paintings
j J 4_{, ; List of Advisory Committee Members
[ 4
1
LE y _.
?~ o It 1s suggested that we have
(7 . =TT 1000 coples printed for use in

the Members' Rooms.

aibility of the MMA's - o
prinding 4000 and mailing to R
MMA Mewbers. . If this can be ‘apa)
done, t A.,C. could run a !
reprint o he 1000 for the

exhibition.)

Placards announcing the exhibition,
downstaire and upstairs. |

Announcement on the Bulletin Board.
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DAILY REPORT OF ITEMS RECEIVED Lt i
To: Mé M/{ﬂt% Dates %{7{??

From: Superintendent's 0ffice

Number Title and Artist or Number
Received from or Mark of items or boxes Condition

Sloedei Gudld 2 Pointlinizs
730 Fft 2re 2t (:ZW
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From: Superintendent's Office

Date:

(ot 4/29

Received from

Number
or Mark

Title and Artist or Number
of items or boxes
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Poecpb React
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Gt 2/39

Received from

Number
or Mark
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of items or boxes
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Sept. 8, 1939

Mr. Monroe Wheeler e
Museum of Moderm Art ;} . '\
New York, N.Y. lhﬁf ;

Dear Monroe: 5 ;

Thank you for the loan
of your secretary's services. e
malled letters to owners of filve
possible entries for the "Unknown
American Painters" show.

Upon their arrival,
will you kindly hold and notify
me, as 1 would like to be present
when they are being unpacked.

'
Very best wishes, I am ' I :
o8

Sincerely,
4 )VLB U@_._ﬁ

(1 west 85 St.
New York)
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Miss Elizabeth Bishop
624 White Street
Key West, Florida

Sdibr

Sidney Jenis
Advigory Committee

Very sincerely yours,

Again thanking you and with very best wishés
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" Hovember 25, 1939

‘ ‘il‘lhll on behalf of the

~ Agein thanking you end with very best wishes,

Tem
© Vey sincerely yours,
I'B4drey Jends
Adviscry Committee
Mr, L. Crlder

1385 6th Averme
'“ !m’ " Y.

e
,.'I o . I\_
s by
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November 25, 1939
Boventer 2%, 1959

AT I-\."*W & e

,"&"“3 ‘m*“z “‘Hﬂmm- t4one

] 'ﬁ""":’ 4 “ i m‘. \l- touch afith interested

e |

sidiiey Jents’ Yy
Advisory Committee

Mr., Cleo Crawford
180 West Street
Haverstraw, New York

SJibr
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Bovnaber 7%, 1999

Novesber 25, 1939

Dosr Dr. Bysne -

Dear Reverend Edfes.« lo. L yeu vias Ballwey fesress
puinilig “Bum A7taar Ralny %-:a‘ & fyron Sesseily, u-
Courit e oL want tor themksyou on £ of 4
Committee and also m -

Unknown Americen Pa '
tributed emmorab.l:r to the success of the uhulim

Salin L mt aLLg you and silk very beel wishie z-
I have received your letter with the lnu’uum
of materials needed and I will get im.
persons as soon ag it is possible to do so.

With very best wishes, I am
dnay Janle

Most m’.z. Lton

Sidney Janis
Advisory Committee

Rev, Asa Edie
Clinton Prison
Dennemora, N. Y.

SJibr

.ﬁ»l
e
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Hovember 25, 1939
Hgvenber 2§,

Deer Dr. Evans:
Deny ir, Flabches:

We are returning to via Rellway Express the
m-mmﬂnmm

mm h the sueccess of th. uﬁhlﬁn.
Again thanking you and with very best wishes, I am
Very lhunlr yours,

Very sinewrely youre,

Sidney Jenie
mmu‘-@tm
WVASCEy veasal Shen

Dr. Everett Evans
16 North Laurel Street
Richmond, Virginia

SJibr
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November 25, 1939
Sovseber 79, 1939

Dear Mr. Fletcher:
Doas &r, Trewrh\lends

I want to thank you on behalf of the Advisory

Coauittee, &nd also persosaldy, for uskiug mﬂ-

c«m#mm

i Uoiknown American Fa nters,

. inclusion epd contriluted mpmm d
..lm‘.wﬁﬂr- A Mumows pmorived Misters ead we

Los) thm sbritated goma il '.-g ¢ e piesoss of
uu-:l.-,'-_! i mi.n thanking you and with very best wishes
am

P g we’ with very tes) Eshos,
Very sincerely yours,

giBosrdly Yo

S8idney Janis
Advisory Committee

s

My, Alex Fletcher
507 Guthrie Street
Greensburg, Fa.

Sebr




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

MoMA Exhs. q0a.2.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

November 25, 1939

l
3

paintings in our show of Unknown Americen
rmﬁntztmmmmumwummd
our exhibition.

Again thanking you and with very best wishes,
I am

Very sincerely yours,

Bidney Jenis
Advisory Committee

Mr. Bernard Frouchtben
c/o Lobell, Apt, F5
2766 Barnes Avenue
Bronx, New York

Jir
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¥r, Semmel Koch
1851-8lat Streect
Brooklyn, New York

8J:br

o oot iintted A

‘s shoe.  Thasking you aghis and with very Nest wiaies

L TiANES,

Very sincerely yours,
' S r TYaEre,

Sidney

Advisory Commit'ee

SlaefAp.y 0

Janls
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UALh very Dest wishens I &
Very sincerely yours,

Sidney Janis
Advigory Committee

Hr. M. Hirshfield
147 Bay 29th
Brooklyn, N, Y.

JEibr
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Mr. Welt Auhn
112 East 18 Street
New York, H. Y.

SJ:br

With very best wishes, I sm

Yo

I am pledssd o hear tHet & show has been ar-
d for Bento at the Marie Harriman Galleries and I
him all good success. J

=5, o 1Y

Very sincerely y omrs,

Sidnaey Jonis

Advisory Comaittee
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Jt with vety bast dg'h.
Very .jlw yours,

waly youws,

Sidney Jenis
Advisory Comaittee
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Septesher 7, 1538

ettt Nrs,. Levias

Tiis bs to acafisw wy ¢ jmlﬂﬁ“--—ow-
Fyouy

P, 4;“ e FOF whe Yeme af Uives =

& "e v »U-. fay Ywlr seaslbis inslusise UL
i * you via Bxilewy Bxpress  ~olorn

your h!dﬁz mch m sc kindly lent Il for

our uhi.bition of ‘hrl

personelly, rer?o\cr m mum
with this uhibi.um fle feel mt your painting was an
interesating inclusiom: hﬁh lhw m am “ﬂr

to ite success. Bere e
Again thukiu m md t!:t-h wry but Ihhl,
I anm - L it ,d!.,, ‘he
?m ainmd; ml,
fidra BrY
NP
Sidney Janis
Advisory Comanittee '
d n F ey
Mre. Flora Lewis
775 Eest Esstwood
Marshall, Missouri
&Jibr
e
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to be held at the Museum of Modern
\Mml;inthOMI.

Will you kindly list on the basck of each

m‘ the following:

mk‘; s » & » « Address. .
of Pl:lnti.ng (U B O O B
If for sale, the Pioe. ¢ v« ¢ ¢ o &

At the oonolusien of the exhibition, the
paintings, if not gold, will be returned to you.

Pleasze ship to the Suseun of Modern' Art, '*°
11 West 53 Street, New York City, to my attentiom, via =
Anmerican fallway Sxpress so that they may reach here by
the third week of September.

o W

Thanking you agaln, @ with beat wishes for "
Jyour success, .

Yours very truly,

Sldney Janig
Advisory Committee

. ‘,;‘n
r Lewis, Voterinary
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Sepamter ¥, 1989
Nov 25, 193
Ty o ars
Dear Mre. Miller: Apets | wEnt te thank you far yowr m,ﬂ“
oA e, apd Top r ssnseoh to lomd E woyks E Y
e have returned to you via Railway | (pregs & ke *
N 5 e Ligtdng Sha follerisg four works deeteeds
3 paintings by Hazel Knapp: !
"Rocks"
URoReRY sy |4 wmadiveey (whior eular
"Snow-Ocene™ tor Sosmt lodl)
. mm‘o"&:-.?{ A (L g s ey Ssing la Tersend {eld)
"Snow-Scene® Lo FL88
1 painting by Rev. .5, Walkoilends log FI8E)
"InplcSugu-hnngiant' A o Al

I;anththkmu%dmﬂmw,lﬂliﬁlnm'
personally, for your gemerous cooperation in connection with our
nibition, il i) -
- ] A
I have been thinking about the conversation we had last sumaer ia g
regerd to your plan in connection with the Southern Vermont Artists Exhibitiom,
The Museum of Modern Art may bolntaraat.dinpcrticipaﬁ.n;tnthoumlw‘-
opening choice of works and if you will kindly outline the plan in detail in
a letter to me T will be glad to present 1t to the Aequisitions Committee. _—

hgein thanking you and with very best regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Sidney Jenis
Ldvisory Committee
Mrs, Harlan Miller
Arlington, Vermont

Sdabr
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Sepbember 7, 1989

Leseyan P 3y g™

Mlmthmwrwmm'ﬂ
cooperation, mnd for your consent to lemd the works selected by
- for possible inelusion in the Advisory Committee Show planned

¥y Fall at the Museum of Modern Art. -

M I.fnuw (z)m emr oolor)

s  winter Seens (oi1)
Reve Wa 5, Malholland (1)==-iaple Sugar Making in Vermont (oil)
Re Jo Bump (1)--=-Rural Vermont (water color, Catalog #162)

Will you kindly list om the back of each, the name
and address of the artist, the price if for sale, or the collections

It is most gemerous of you %o have the piotures
franed and to volunteer to emrry the imsurance, . hope to be able
to report a favorable reaction to them, If convenient for you, will
you ploase cend the four listed piotures by mid-Septezber, direct
to tho Mugeum for =y attentiom,

I look forward to receliving from you soon the name
and address of the son=in=law of Rev, Malholland,

Hoping that we will meet again soon, and with very
best wishea to Mr, Miller and yourself,

Sincerely yours,

Sidney Janis
Advisory Comaittee

vid

irs, Harlan ¥iller
Arlington, Vermont
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Dear ir. Morgans
I want to themk WW
painting “Adorstion® by Fred Frederitke. It was sn
w; inelusion 1o our exhibition of Takmown
ml-.'n'-‘. G, 2nval i 3% the axhihlindot and cIutri.
beuted ' + Futenes.
'l‘hanung yn uun and with very best dﬁn
I am cig L Ranging sou el sith vy
W% 0 - |

S ASSOTALY Yo

v.ry sincerely ’le

Sidney Janis

Mr, Charles Hdorgan
37 diest 57th Street
New York, W. Y
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Eagle Bridge
Hew York

SJibr

intersating incl

buted pun;r to its mms.

prwstdon the e
1l ba ¥e ..mrw:m

vi.d:u, 1 s,

bt 2 pEanking s
with very best

_Very sincerely yours, . .

" Sidney Janis

Advisory Comnittee

Mrz. Anns Maris Robertson duses

_:‘i T-y_’;_f‘l {
-’ S

-

T %N R
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very few days.

I am

Sidney Janis

Mr. Patsy Sante
224 Dewey Street
Bennington, Vermont

Jir

Loy DIRELH : P,
i T R e s et

Advisory Committee
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o T iy 1 nu.-l )
i o N

Agein thanking you snd with very best wishes,

Very Inj_,neorpﬂ]; yours,
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Dear Mrs.. Southworthi

IMQWmnmwﬁl
ﬂo.-.i-ttﬂn '!lﬂﬂ for mekir i-i

am inerican Peinters. They were i ra m}

contributed considerably to t.ln Meun of
the exhibition.

4gain thenking you and with very best wishes,
I am

Most sincerely,

Sidney Janie
Advisory Committee

Mrs. Ella Southworth
River View Street
Essex, Conn.

5Jibr
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Beptesher 7, 1020
Hovember 25, 1939

abe Mvisory Coumdtsee of the Mussus
Dear .'.:, Sikiowrs iry i3 srrmnglag en eddoitien walsh will

ol an wils e Ly

5]“1u M%tm ‘benalf of the AdvASory
Comaittee, end also pormnr. for making it possille foF we
to exhibit the two interestiog Hir " el

and "The Beach Girl.". ,'"
nhtutmdﬁnkmulmm!'m :

to ﬂl. mum of the M'o ¥ purpose of this she
! of Qe Travbtese
uith very wtmhm Tea '

W of & one=

'I’.rym.lym!

pad ng vie
s Jor wy etvtastica,
Jabe Servonier; T will
Sidney Janis
hdvisory Committee

Mr. Hudson Fielker
38 East 5Tth Street
New Yorz, N. Y.

8Jibr
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gatinr 8, 19V
Septesber 7, 1939

Dear My, Welles:

Will you kindly eonsent to lend your
Gs Valdes "Paris Scene" for this exhibit? s

The primary purpose of this show ig
%0 bring unsung talent to the attention of the Trustees
and the Musoum members, with the possibility of & one~
man show at a later date, oLy &

If you will gend this painting via
Amorioan !

With Lest wishes,

Sincomiy yours,

Jidney Janis
Advisory Committee

Mr, Orson Welles
Bmtwood, 3!111.
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Jan.19,1940 "‘74‘\
Pt ol "-‘-_A‘-'...
img peTny POSTea

Nelson h, asked his secy to phone the follow rd
message received today from Fred Fredericks, andsuggests you

call NewsWeek to advise them about it should anything really
develop., It 1s addressedto Nelsen K, ~—

{

Gentleman Kindly note that I, Fred Fredericks III shall hold
you as Trustee of the Museum of Modern Art for 1libel for
310,000,000 (ten million dollars) in connection with

NewsWeek article Oct,50,1939, ~

Fred Fredericks III,

this card is being filed in Nelson H, office - taking no action,

matter rested With NEWSWEeeK &NA L C&n See no
way in which either Wr,Janis or yourself are
even partially responsible. A

feeling 18 one of gratitude for your kindness
baving loaned the picture originally.

Iet me assure you that my Onlz
o

Very cordielly yours,
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amtnr 7

November 8,1939

Mr,Charles Morgan,
37 West 57 St." ros you b
Hew York,N.Y, = o
. Dedr Mr,Morgen: ¢ Intds |
It was very kind of you to
write me the letter which I received this morning,
=5 4By Pp—— bt t W, Jenis
: T should ‘say that the entire = =~
matter rested with Newsweek and T can see no or of
way in which either ¥r,Janis or yourself are
even partially responsible. A

feeling 18 one of gratitude for your kindness

Let me assure you that my Onli
,H,‘ Ld
baving loaned the ;icture originally. 4

Very cordielly yours,
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November 7, 1939,

Mr. John E, Abbott,

The Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 55 Street,

New York City.

My dear Mr. Abbott:-

The information from you by phone yesterday regarding
the unexpected and unpleasant reaction of Fred Fredericks to the publicity
accorded to the Exhibition of Unknown American Painters by the uninvited
review given it by NEWSWEEK was the first intimation I received concerning
the affair. Mr. Fredericks has not yet approached me concerning the matter,

I wish to repeat the expression of my regret that you
should have been annoyed in this menner, since everything that Mr, Janis
has done or said, and the cooperation of the Museum in showing this paint-
er's work, should have dictated an opposite expression. £4s a matter of
fact I did receive just such a letter from Mr. Fredericks just after he
had received his pass to the showing, a veritable panegyric in his best
Filshemius manner,

Shortly after speaking with you, Mr. Nelson Lansdale
phoned and told me he had received a similar communication. I told him
quite frankly that I felt his handling of the story was most unfortunate.
I pointed out to him that when he insisted on interviewing me for lack of
time, I had said it was Mr. Fredericks he should interview since I knew
nothing about his personal affairs, I did explain to Mr. Lansdale the
painfully wretched situation the artist found himselfjn,with the idea that
some knowledge of his condition might invite sympathy and assistence; but
that the word "derelict™ I had not used, and the further use of the term
"fashionable™ in the context was inexcusable. Both of the words so dis-
torted my attitude toward the artist and the situation to such a degree
thet I was surprized he had failed to show me & proof of iis story before
proceeding with publication.

Later I had a talk with Mr Janis at which time I told
him in effect what I have written here,

That so humene and interesting an effort should have
given rise to all of these feelings is regretable, and could have been
avolded with more care on Mr. Lansdele's part. I regret also any part
I may have played unwittingly in bringing it about., When Mr. Lansdale
asked for advice as to what to do, I explained that I felt the problem
was fundementally his, but that if I were in his position I would invite
Mr, Fredericks to the office and try to talk it over.
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Mr. John E, Abbott November 7, 1939

I trust you will forgive the length of this letter, but the
complexity of the situation was such, and the delicacy of the inferences
of such a nature, I felt I must meke myself as clear as possible,

Thanking you again for your courtesy in bringing my attention
to this matter, and hoping that you will not be bothered in this unjusti-
fiable way egain, I remein,




