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BIJOU AMUSEMENT COMPANY

<o 1 e o veioped .
pewpne o tne UTited States market fro,
EDMONDSON'S ANGELS | next
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oddly, sometimes enchantingly, eloquent.” feed bins.”
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- TRNNESSEE NEGRO
| . SHOWS SCULPTURE

|William Edmondson Displays
Small Exhibition at Museum
of Modern Art

INSPIRED BY CONVERSION
Work Viewed as Contribution te
American ‘Folk’ Expression

—House Designs Shown

By EDWARD ALDEN
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BIJOU AMUSEMENT COMPANY

423 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Oct. 27, 1937

Dear Tom:

Louvise told Elizabeth of the success that marked the
opening of Williem's show. If I were less blase I
would be staggered by the turn of events that have
made him a figure in the art world, all of which of
course is due to the respect with which your Museum
is regarded by those who control your media of
publicity.

I am greatly relieved te know that William will have
some money coming im, if only a few hundred dollars.

Can you send me about a dozen of your progrems for the
show? Would it be a lot of trouble to send me copies
of New York newspapers containfing reviews (two copies

of each)? I will keep up with most of the magazines.

I am especially anxious to get copies of your catalog.
One more thing = Louise has told me several times that
Julien Levy is writing to me, but he has not done

S80. Please let me have his address, as I want to write
him about the things Edmondsen has done recently.

Many thanks.
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September 17, 1957.

Deu' Mrs. Smows b

- « I learned today in taulking to Louise Dalil-Wolfe ea-ﬁ
cmtaplntod layout of the Negro sculptor included a literary locm-t
of his work, his own comments, ete. This material would be exce

1y valusble to us in our publicity releases, and I am -rl

note to ask if you could let me know sconer thng Jou | men

the telephone whether or nmot you will be ahla .uee the

ol T .m.w.mmummwm Qbf
November and I should be very anxious to
photograpghs and text .hgnh,:n if gnn do no urn

3 rnleiigmialive] hon ay. T he
Mﬁmsmhmmww o pogrd «u“.,nmhu worhs

losg thie lime: I ® ?W ey JORERY wonls bo Soterweted
t article o Wlllinw's work asd Wililse in gesersl,
ase lor o Wussus .u.-i Aa or for an latradatSian B0
wtelag in caon se ahould fiad e sare sbls (0 Jubiieh
s I%e such ux artieis wer tm._l end 14 cowid be A0
: I whah you would ke ar 88 AL

the Last weax in Olabest.

Bhot 4a WAL

B ko peapupur dature of fpla. I sotled 24
mmuo,mm It of yos e wall.
¢/o Barper's Bazaar
572 Madicon Avenue
‘New York City.
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FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY MoMA Exhs e,gc 2

Dear Alfred:

I understand from Loulse that you are shipping William's
sculpture today by fast freight c.o.d. Will you also let me know
the cost of crating the materisl?

I am very eager to put on a good show and I camnot begin
to tell you bow much I appreciate your doing all the work at that
end. Although I huve mot seen the material Loulse sent to Harper's
Bazaar, which included certain quotations from Willlaz's own com—
ment about his work, I have spoken about it to Alfred ! d he
and I both would like to have not only that (which I shall get froa
Louise) but also all additlonsl such material as you and Elizabeth
will be good enough to supply us withs It.will be most interesting
material to use in the exhibition either in a small catalog or in a
Museum Bulletin. In other words, please send me as much literary
materisl as you can get together in regard to William and his work.

Along this line: I wonder if Eliszabeth would be interested
to write & short article on William's work and ¥William in general,
wh'ch we could use for a Museum Bulletim or for an introduction to
the exhibition catzlog in case we should find we were able to publish
one. She could write such an article very well and it could be as
long or as short as she liked. I wiesh you would meke her do 1it.

9. Julise v
.+ ¢ . ¥Wehope to open the exhibition the last week in October.
What is Willism's last name?

4w+ Thanks for the mewspaper picture of Lyle. I notice it
includes a handsome portralt of you as well.

In casa you should want to plophone me at night, my
home telephone is Wickersham 2-3826.

Sincerely,

Mr, Alfred Starr
280 Craighead Avenue
Nashviile, Tenn.
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October 28, 1957.

Dear Julien:

Mrs. Wolfe and I have gone over your prices and she
feels, a8 do I, that they are a 11.1.1;1- ht;g. soukptore you e

s ennlosiong & veoels

I an sendtng yon'a price list whi e
SRS

m.fmm ok JOu by prone .°‘- soaTlare

o i ] '!nl.ne 8 tp‘#},w ant vy Urt-

Very Wiy yours,

Dezotiy 8. budliey
Saglateer

Mra. lf‘_\.ﬁlu Lo hroeder
§ west Il Strest
Mr. Julien Levy ="
15 E. §7th 8t.
FRgLOrRS

TDMi11f
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I am mii:we.mb:&%m :
- kindly lent to usi If the ¥alu
"::t correct will you please let me kmow, I was unmable
to reach you by phonme so insured the sculpture for the

seme value as the other pieces lent by Mrs. Dahl-folfe.
Vary truly yoaes,
Very truly yours,

-

Saeutive g:;;;;grn. dley
Fiegistrar
Mrs, Hyman Schroeder

9 West 10 “treet
New York City
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Dear Mr. Brodovitch:

I am very anxious to show Mr. Barr the photographs
Mrs. Dahl-Wolfe of the sublpture by the Negro, William, of P
:iahdlla , Tennessee. i TS gt m‘

Mrs. Snow, to whom I talked this morning, said that
you would be good emough to let me have these photographs if I
returned them promptly,--which I shall be glad to do by tomorrow

afternoon at the latest.
Poar Wey Pabienlfar Very truly yours,

%o Lawe satesaed o pou che ican «ilshr g se iadly
Sate by e Rrlbitize of Boaiviwew Br W Hae Sisondess.
111 pou plevese sign mnd retoyn @ LT

Tegy traly roure,

Depabhy B Dudler
Legletrwr

Mr. Alexsy Brodovitch

Art Dirsctor - -
irper!s Bazear

'57¢ Madison Avenue

New York City.

TDUsLS
by hand
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December 28, 1937

Bear Wy
L an on: rak you bave 80
ximdly

B:e. Lght-"uife tsll Pt tece onllisd "The * i@
aiweln; I sotieve sho wus going to wrile you sud ek whelhes
af sot L wxs ahipped.
Dear Mrs. Dahl-Wolfe:
Ss should lime 5o nava Np. ldoesgson peRG B3 the cermst titlae
We have returned to you the loen whieh you so kindly © would
‘mgde, to our Exhibition of ture by Willdam Bdmondson.
Will you pleasse sign and return to us the enclosed receipt.
Yuey slagarely Jaace,
Very truly yours,

Porothy 2. Dudlep

Dorothy H. Dudley
Reglstrar

Yre. Alfred SLead
Lern Tiew dwe.
rs. . Lonise. Danl-olfe
‘West 57 Street
New York City
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October 4, 1937

ea T

"R AL

"',d ;‘m. “m: : - o

I am enclosing & receipt for the sculpture which you have 80
‘kindly lent for our Exhibitdon. piio Plotu ..J;m; T
ori distrituting SXchR o, tell 1 Wi "9

‘Mrs. Dahl-Wolfe tells me that a plece called "The Ark" is -

‘miseing. 1 believe she wes going to write you and ask whether
or not it was shipped.

Ay reganis

We should 1ike to have Mr. Edmondson send ms the correct tivles
for his sculpture. If we send you & set of photographs, would
you be so kind as to ask him to supply the titles.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Alfred Starr
Western View Ave.
Nsbhview, Tenn.
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BIJOU AMUSEMENT COMPANY

423 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

November 6, 1937

Dear Tom:

Pathe News had their local cameraman take some shots
of Edmondson. These are in Pathe News #31, just
releacsed.

If you want to see this, RKO Radio Pictures (New
York distributing Exchange) can tell you where

it is playing in Metropolitan N.Y. If you find out
please let Louise know.

Besy regards,

9y

Alfred Starr.
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BIJOU AMUSEMENT COMPANY

423 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

November 27, 1937

Dear Mike:

Thanks for the information about the Edmondson pleces at
the Ferergil Calleries. There is a German boy working in
Nashville named Alfred Aufhauser (he is the one who
wrote Julien Levy). At the time Loulse was planning the
ghow at the Modern Museum, Aufhauser and Sam Joseph

got the idea of shipplng some pleces to New York to
gsell. The only hitch was that Edmondson would not sell
them anything. The Mary and Martha was bought by
Evelyn Lyons last summer, and the preacher was bought
by Aufhauser shortly before I began to buy up the
pieces for Loulse.

I had been promised by both Sam and Authauser that

they would drop their idea entirely, but Aufhauser 1s
pretty much of a bastard and I would not expect him to keep
any agreement, The important thing is that neither 1s

able to get any more pleces for the time being.

It may be that Sam feels he knew Edmondson long before
Elizebsth did, and feels free to gsell what he has, whiéh
of course he is. At any rate, Elizabeth does not wish
to push the matter any further, and she will not
communicate with elther Sam or Evelyn about this matter.

As far as I can see, there is nothing to be done about 1t,
except see that Edmondson does not dispose of anything else
cheaply, which of course I am trying to do. I could not
blame Levy if he should refuse to handle the show, in which
case the owners of the pleces at Ferargil will have the
satisfaction of knowing that they sold Edmondson ocut

for the thirty dollars they are golng to get.

If Levy raises the point you might assure him that no
more pileces will be offered by these people.

I have been in and out of bed for two weeks with flu,
and the baby is quite 111 today with an infected ear

from a cold,
.f!//
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Mrg, “1fred Starr s A S

Wiestern View Avenue ' T
Nashville, Tenn. ’

Dear Mrs Britssc p " 7

Ny

F
We returning to unth-rm&,muh“
_}:hulgzunwhichyouiommtor -tﬂqlp

-

have received it will
-W-nd to us
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Page 2.
Miss Dorothy H. Dudley, October 7, 1837

In a few days I will let you know the amount

of money I have spent for heuling and packing on the pleces

I have sent to New York so that the Museum wi¥l reimburse
me. . B

I will greatly sppreciate your showing this

letter to Mr., Mabry.

AlfTr Starr.

Siﬁ%erely,
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, ,Z,--y.._ha‘m t o

" December 27, 1937

Dear ¥

e erv pendiag o wd this eeaaldg 152 se)Plgoe W TR h
Degrillngn Bosthi=uws ;o aeve rveslved L5, oX1l pou Fiolee Wi
rFan PelgEn 9w (ae sacitteed Tsceipt. ire GMIM | T34 ]
The sculpture by William Edmondson which you purchased
has now been sent to you. Will you please sign and re-

turn to us the enclosed recelpts -~ =1 oo

Very truly yours,

ety B Poliey
e el
Dorothy H. Dudley
Heglstrar
2. Lyer Dader
Ne Taas & 8t.
Mrg. C. K. Post
245 East 57 St.
New York City

[+ ¥

DHD: DK
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tnad

i
silegh

Bnr.lr. l;l;rt UL,
“’M'Mf' William

eonding

‘We are sending to you this morning _
The enclosed bill

and return to us the enclosed receipt. .
for _m sculpture includes nvl_:h-:q. 4—5:“;-1-%::"

Very sincerely yours,

dov

paratisy 2 Lpglstrer

Dorothy H. Dudley
Registrar

L3

o Y

#re. & ¥ischer
‘316 East 68 Bt.
New York City
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December 22, 1937

Deer Mre. Fischer:

%e are sending to you by way of Freight Collect the
 sculpture by William Edmondson. As 800n as you have
\ dmeied dr. sih roo plsase shen ol STVl S

st e loloes X T gt ar enolomdng & o
Lray

RS B o Very “wm.! ad s

Foaw you hese rvasiwed lae SOULFTRSY 213 you plemes 1w
el relnra o o= W eFoloonl repe 0N

Secretary to Begistrar

Mres. A. Pischer
6904 Wissahickon Ave.
Mount Airy, Pa.
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Deer ¥re. Taylor:

On December 23, 1937 we sent to you by
- two sculptures by William Edmondson.
. covering the cost of the sculpture end

‘.1 4
VSN -Ld.

e of Medern Art

¢ wdiiy dohdrows Wupdeomum

December 27, 1937

Express Prepeid the
I am enclosing a bill
the express charges.

Then you have received the gculpture will you please sign
© "~ gnd return-to ue the enclosed receipt.

Very truly yours.

gl = e ——— ,-.,‘__." -

rate

¥rs. ¥. M. P. Taylor
Coloredo Springs Fine Arts
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Q | \.J
Dorothy H. Dudley M

Reglstrar
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"+ Address: Modernart
Trustees
Prevident:
A. Conger Goodyear

st Vice-President :
John Hay Whitney

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
11 West 534 Street
New York City.

Cable Address: Modernart
Date 10/29/37

Received from

Wﬂ[m address
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MR-~ Ml cawee of Maogdern Art

le Address: Modernart
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M. Blenconmmmne of Maodern Art

le Address: Modernart
Trustees

President:
A. Conger Goodyear

1at Fice-President :
John Hay Whitney

m gﬁ‘“"'—”% _/’&,a! @(
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RSJWALM
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ﬁ-Mu’L hy et Teg /4« P
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Cable Address: Modernart
Date 10/29/37
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The Museum of Modern Art

14 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y. Telephone: Clrele 7-7470 Cable Address: Modernart
Trustees

President :
A. Conger Goodyear

1st Fice-Prosident :
John Hay Whitney

570 Lexington Ave.

Mr. H. J. Halle

5022 R C & Building
Bockefeller Center, N. Y.

For:

37.1455 Mary and Merthz by Edmondson
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The Museum of Modern Art

14 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y. Telephone: Clrcle 7-7T470 Cable Address: Modernart
Trustees
President :

A. Conger Goodyear

Ist Fice-President:
John Hay Whitney

570 Lexington Ave.

Mr. Lyan Baker
315 East 68 St.
Hew York City

Sculpture, Preacher by ¥m. Edmondson
Delivery to 218 East 68 Street, New York City
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The Museum of Modern Art

[odernart
Truste

Presiden
A Conge

It Fice
John Ha

2nd Vie
Samuel

Treasur,
Nelson 4

Cable Address: Modernart
Date 10/29/37

Cornells
Mrs. Ral
Stephen
Mrs W. !
The Lor
Marshall
Edsel B.
Philip G
William
Mrs. Ch
Mrs. Sta

Z
:
:
§
3
£

Telephone: Clrcle 7-7471

Ty
%

570 Lexington Avenue

Mr. A. Conger Goodyear
New York City

11 West 53rd Street, New York, N. Y.

To
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The Museum of Modern Art

14 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y, Telephone: Clrele 7-7470 Cable Address: Modernart
Trustees

President:
A. Conger Goodyear

dat Vice-President :

The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street, New York, N. Y. Telephone: Clrcle 7-7471 Cable Address; Modernart

To Mr. A. Conger Goodyear Date 10/29/37
570 Lexington Avenue
New York City Terms

Per

1 Eémondson sculpture "Martha and Mary"
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Trustees

President :
A. Conger Goodyear

1t Vice-FPresident :
John Hay Whitney

2nd Fice-President :
Samuel A. Lewlsohn

Treasurer:

Nelson A. Rockefeller
Cornelius N, Bliss

Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss
Stephen C. Clark

Mrs W. Murray Crane

The Lord Duveen of Millbank
Marshall Field

Edsel B. Ford

Philip Goodwin

William 5. Paley

Mrs. Charles S. Payson

Mrs. Stanley Resor

Mrs. John D, Rockefeller, Jr.
Beardsley Buml

Paul J. Sachs

Mrs. John S, Sheppard
Edward M. M. Warburg

Thomas Dabney Mabry, Jr.

Director of Film Library:
John E. Abbott

The Museum of Modern Art

14 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y. Cable Address: Modernart

Telephone: Clrele 7-7470

570 Lexington Ave.
October 23, 1937

Mr. T. D. Mabry, Jr.
14 W. 49th St.
New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:

T have talked with Mr. Goodyear on the
telephone this morning end he says that he wants to
purchese the Edmonson "Mary and Martha",which you stated
cen be bought for $50 end which I understznd you have
reserved for him.

Very truly yours

J. M. Gleger
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ars © seedl be compalled Afy with-
&)

s

el Baii,Y hoawpwes fe Tor sule il howe
8 30.00 fay T bave word foum Fou 4
Dur llr. ‘Halle:
*'un- 1_“‘.;‘
1 am enclosing a bill for $60.00 eovorlnc the cost of the
sculpture by Williem Bdmondson which you purchased. Will
you plesse sign and return to us the enclosed receipt.
Bxacutivs Twantior
Very truly yours,

ey A e 4
it .a.a mﬁﬁa’z
ng
Rockefeller Center, N. Y.

TD¥:LlP
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October 26, 1987,

Dear Mrs. Flecher:

, I regret that this letter so clesely follows my other ome.
‘Mre. Wolfe has jJust telephoned me to say that she is'sorry but: she
Peels it 18 absolutely impossible for her to part with the sculp
‘ture, "Mary and Martha.," Therefore I shall be compelled to with-
draw it from sale.

iipc, Eie 1f

% i 2icht sell the "Eind’ lath™ 40

© . nPng Bird Bath," however, is for sale and I have ret L
it for you at §$80.00.
Yy : Boar I'r

May I have word from you in regard to this?
v pod ta Tegurd te dhaes tes Slaceny
Very truly yours,

Taty traly yoved,

4

Executive Director

Lapowtive DMreuipd
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October 26, 1987,

Dear Mrs. Fischer:

I have talked to Mrs. Wolfe, the owner of "Mary and
Martha,” who says that she will console herself with the photograph
and is u:ﬂhshpﬂu&muﬁptmc r-mm
thie for you at “0000.

Also, Mrs. Wolfe said that T WMM "Bird Bath" in

mwuwmsmf nu "Bath" sold i'ur mw ol
A v zation. | "‘“#w

¢ twrmrmmmw&uﬁb m&“

EL LT S it dend « nich

I want Y shone go9 Por o Vﬂ‘?‘w o), <+ * ‘ot Bllsehsth
Or M wvsie re=lnde g “ tran Klxgert], Ye
Soelh scum of A% kn omr puibil -t ?;. rglonsns mi B wee B2t loNg
TR TR s Nmseem Dulletin, sor "evitisal® shgny wuish £

anoiber reasom oy wo d1d siiketutive DhiFbeter 0T Wha e

[ have eeld $130.00 wowih of SeJhgipre--Thrne JRATES, '
Do 0% memiton thte Lf you sTige Levy. Fir ademygs hav Juillen

Lave , 13 East 578k Streaet.

Thania for = 3

Mre. A. Fischer
6904 Wissahickon Ave.
Mount Alry, Pa.

TDMs1f

Nr. 2.0k
{ 10w That
T
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October 29, 1857.

- Dear Alfred:
% Thank vou for your letter of October 27th.

I shall have gent to you two coples of mtm pﬂu
couments come in on Pdmondson's exhibitlon. 1 oS
_We have no cotdlog, of the H.?.!l mmm
onky for our major shows. Many small simply put up and
do not seem to warrant the: Museum pablimuu. You may remember
that at ome time I thought of publishing a Mupeum Bulletdn on .
. Edmondson's work but decided agaimet it,  Which reminde UM
I want to hhnkfoarurtmmiﬂcmmtmm
DOTIR wrote (it reminde me more of you than of Elisabe
ueed some of it in our publicity releases but it was mot
_ enough for-a Museum Bulletin, mor "critical® emough, which
 another mmum;mm.‘mm«,m show.

I have sold $180.00 worth of sculpture——three pleces.
-+ .- Dornob mention this if you write Lewr,: m-«m Iltm._‘
Kuasum mmu h‘t 51* &‘mtﬂ F ._"-\--L: it - T g
ool i Mfulllrourhal?ﬂ laat $iae yor '

. Mr, Alfred Starr
Bijou Theatre
428 Fourth Avenue North

Haghville, Tenns

TDM:1f
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BIJOU AMUSEMENT COMPANY

423 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
October 28, 1937

Dear Tom:
Thenks for your note,

Mike Wolfe wrote me that Louise agreed to let
you sell the Mary and Martha for §80.00, which means that
gu have so0ld three pleces at the Museum for a total of
85,00,

I do not know what to say about Levy as 1 have
never heard from him, It seems to me that he ought to be a
good enough business man to arrive at a scale of prices that
will bring in as large as possible gross. He surely would
rather sell 10 pieces at $50.00 each than #e gell 2 pleces at
$100.00 each.

It makes no difference to me what he charges.
I heve an idea that William's entire income from his sculptures
will come to him during the next two months and thereafter he
will be Just a tombstone cutter, I feel pretty sure that no
one in Nashville will ever pay him more than $10.00 to $15.00
for his work., This is the reason I am very anxious for Willlam
to cash in on the pleces that are now in New York,

With further reference to Levy: I don't know if
either of you has made arrangements with him, but I think the
Museum should go shead and sell anything 1t can without giving
Levy anything, then after the show turn everything over to Levy
for whatever he can get for it, The last time you wrote me you
gsald he would probably want more than 30% but I have heard '
nothing further about definite arrangements,

If you 1like, you can mail me a check made out to
Edmondeon for everything that you sell at the Museum and I will
turn it over to him, I also expect to pay him whatever is
collected from the insurance company for the damage done to the
base of the Ark,

Please let me know if the Museum will pay me for
the packing and shipping.
Everything in this letter 1is subject to the approval

of Louige Wolfe. The only plece that Elizabeth wants back is the
pelief which is marked with her name, Everything else belongs to

Louise.

1 am taking the liberty of gending Mike a copy of
thig letter., My final word is that anything you o declde will

be perfectly satisfactory with me. A
Lafat

/»{,wﬁ be oud V) & . 9 —
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JULIEN LEVY GALLERY
15 EAST 57 STREET
NEW YORK? N. Y.

November 5, 1937

Dear Mr. Starr:

We have a price range of $35-$60 on the work of
William Edmondson, the Gallery taking one-third
commission in the event of sale.

I cannot tell just yet what the demand for the
sculpture will be and for the present, at least,
think that we do not need to make any additions
to the group already on sale. However, I shall
get in touch with you later 1f the demand justi-
fies our asking for more.

Sincerely yours,
F
[ }/,,

{
(s) Julien Levy Gallery, Inc.

Mr. Alfred Starr

Bijou Amusement Company
423 Fourth Avenue North,
Nashville, Tennessee.
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Mrs. F. K. P. laylor
Colorsdo Springs Fine Arte Center
Colorsdo Sorings, “olorado

For:

27.1488 Nourning Doves by Edmondson
37.1489 Ram by Edmondson

Exporess Cherges
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Mr. Mebry:
Mise Ulrich:

The following hes been sold to hir. 0iJ. weber, Jr.,

we Eust 82 ©t, (Member):

57.1475 Large sngel, $60.00

Mr. Weber will be in Monday or Tueeda y to collect

it and will bring check for §60.

by H, budley




