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August 4, 1949

Dear Kate!

1 am delighted by your imtersst in our proposed

Architecture in the U.S.A, This is a book for which we have

hiad innumerable requests from schools and colleges in this coun-
try and abroad for meny years. But it is, as you can understand,
a project vhich requires a great amount of authoritative research,
editing and photography and we cannot produce it unless we find
some public-spirited individual or organization to undervrite the

costs of preparation. i bltd ona

The purpose of this Guide would be to present, in a single,
beautifully illustrated volume, a careful selection of the
most significant American architecture oi cut times, complete-
1y annotated with maps and geographical directions.

Our country's architectural achlevements in this ceatury have
been marnificent: in fact, it is the only one of the arts in
which our international leadership is unquestioned. But there
1s no book which illustrates adequately the greatness of our
progress in this field.
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T think no one familiar with this museum's architecture publica-
tions will question our ability to produce this volume satis-
factorily. We have at our disposal the finest research talent
and the books we have already produced have set a new high
standard. I am sending you herewith some of these books which

you may not kmow,

A1l such books, however, need special subsidies. We are, for
example, now producing a definitive book on the architecture
of bridges which has been underwritten by the American
Company. This sponsorship is acknowledged by a statement at
the beginning of the book saying, "This book has been produced
under a grant from the American Bridge Company."

The subsidy required for the Wﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ
know of any company wh

U,S.4. vill be $10,000, If you
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Dear Kate:

I am delighted by your interest in our proposed

Architecture in the U.S.A, This is a book for which we have

had innumerable requests from schools and colleges in this coun~
try and abroad for meny years. But it is, as you can understand,
a project which requires a great amount of authoritative research,
editing and photography and we canmot produce it unless we find
same publie-spirited individual or organization to underwrite the
costs of preparation. ; val bMklos

The purpose of this Guide would be to present, in a single,
beautifvlly illustrated volume, a careful selection of the
most significant American architecture of si¥ times, complete-
1y annotated with maps and geographical directions.

Our eountry's architectural achlevements in this century have
“been macnificents in fact, it is the only one of the arts in
which our international leadership is unquestioned. But there
is no book which illustrates adequately the greatness of our
progreas in this field.

I think no one familiar with this museun's architecture publica-
tions will question our ability to produce this volume satis-
factorily. We bave at our disposal the finest research talent
and the books we have already produced have set a new high
gtandard, I am sending you herewith some of these books which

you may not know.

Company This sponsorship is acknowle
the beginning of the book saying, "This book has
under a grant from the American Bridge Company."

The subsidy required for the mmmHMiﬂ-u
kmow of any company wh

U,S.4. will be $10,000, If you
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might help ue to bring out this book, I shall be glad to give
t.hﬂ f::lgr Momtign about it, As the Museum of Modern Art
18 a non-profit educational institution operating under the
charter of the University of the State of New York, all con-
tributions are deductible for income tax purposes.

With renewed thanks for your interest in this important project,

I am,

Mra. Katherine Dane
15 West 55th Street
New York 19

Falthfully yours,

Monroe Wheeler
Director of Exhibitions
and Publications
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might help ua to bring out this book, I shall be glad to giv _
them fuller information about i1t. As the Museum of Moderm Art
is a non-profit educational institution operating under the
charter of the University of the State of New York, all con-
tritutions are deductible for income tax purposes.

With renewed thanks for

your interest in thia important project,
I am, '

-
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Dear Kate:

I am delighted by your interest in our proposed
itecture the U.3 This is a book for which we have
Table requests from schools and colleges in this coun-
try and abroad for many years. But 1t is, as you can underatand,
a project vhich requires a great amount of authoritative research,
editing and photography and we cannot produce it unless we find
some public-spirited individual or organization to underwrite the
costs of preparation,
The purpose of this Cuide would be to present, in a single,
beautifully illustrated volums, a caraful selection of the
most significant American architecture ol cuf times, complete-
1y annotated with maps and geographical direationms.

Our eountry's architectural achievements in this century have
,been  masnificent: in fact, it is the only one of the arts in
which our international leadership is unquestioned. But there
18 no book which illustrates adequately the greatness of our
progress in this field.

1 think no one familiar with this museun's architecture publica-
tions will question our ability to produce this volume satis~
factorily. We have at our disposal the finest research talent
and the books we have already produced have set a new high
standard, I am sending you herewith some of these books which

you may not know.

A11 such tooks, however, need special subsidies. We are, for
example, now producing a definitive book on the architecture
of bridges which has been underwritten bty the American Bridge
Company This sponsorship is acknowledged by a statement at
the beginning of the book saying, "This book has been

under a grant from the American Bridge Company."

The subsidy required for the Guide to Modern Architecture in the

US4, will be $10,000, If you kmow of any company which
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might help us to bring out this book, I shall be glad to give
them fuller information about it. As the Museum of Modern Art
is a non-profit educational institution operating under the
charter of the University of the State of Wew York, all con-
tributions are deductible for income tax purposes.

With renewed thanks for your interest in this important project,

I am,

Mrs, Katherine Dane M,-
15 West 55th Street
New York 19 .

' Falthfully yours,

]

Monroe Wheeler
Director of Exhibitioms

‘and Publications
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NEW DESIGN INC

33 EAST 75 STREET NEW YORK 21 RE 7-7408

September 8, 1949

Mr, Peter Blsake
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 Street
New York City

Dear Peter:

I am writing you concerning the time I put in last
November for your department in the Museum on the
projected Guide to Modern Architecture.

In our telephone conversation last Mareh I said I
would not ssk immediate payment for my time in hopes
that I would be included in any future plans for the
production of the Guide, and e settlement could be
made at that time. Since I have not heard from you
that there are any plans to proceed with the Guide in
the near or distant future, I think it would be ad-
visable for us to settle as soon as possible, I have
estimated that I spent three hours on November 14, 19,
23 and 29 - 12 hours in all. At the rate of $5.00 per
hour this comes to {60.00.

If the Museum still plans to proceed with the Guide
within the next year and wishes to use my services, my
offer still holds to postpone settlement until the
project gets under way and our financial arrangement
is worked out,

Yours sincerely,

=

Dorothy €N Noyes
NEW DESIGN INC.

DON/mkr
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The Lady Fishing—Seurot (1859.1891)

Reclining Figure—Moore (1898 )

HUMAN FIGURE FREQUENTLY AN ABSTRACTION — AN)

Mr GREAT change now takes place in the artist’s treatment of the
™ human figure. In many instances the modern artist rejects exact
13 likeness in favor of a more or less abstract design. He is interested
N‘g__ in the vision of the mind’s eye, and contorts or stylizes the material
S of life to express ideas or emotions. The figure in the Georges
y Seurat drawing, The Lady Fishing, circa 1885, left, consists of a

series of near-geometric forms. It is an expression of a mood rather
than just a likeness of a small-waisted figure in a bustleback dress. ysed

d an

dges".
Photograph- S the
book on pn at

ch him
k. way.

In Reality, not in Art, the

_~ AMERICAN
FIGURE

' of 1948 is a Changing Ideal

URING the war years, when a lean athleti-
D cism of mind and body was desirable, the
fashionable American figure was long-legged, i
# narrow-hipped, flat-bellied. It is a figure which
also symbolized America’s worship of youth—
the figure of a half-girl, half-woman. But this
figure, too, is changing, and as a real-life ideal
it has already been considerably altered by the
New Look, which covers the legs, bares the
bosom and glorifies the hips. Thus on a super-
structure which has been built up for almost
20 years, fashion will impose rules of its own—
and soon a new figure ideal will be established.
A figure dictated by today's fashion standards
may emerge as tomorrow’s beauty.
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PHILIP L. GOODWIN + ARCHITECT « 32 EAST 57 STREET « NEW YORK 22 - VOLUNTEER 5-1990
LOUIS C., JAEGER »ARCHITECT «» ASSOCIATED

August 15, 1949

Mr. Monroe Wheeler

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York, 19

Dear Monroe:

I have yours of fugust 1llth about the proposed
nGuide to Modern Architecture in the U.S.A."

I agree with you that we should try to find an
angel, such as we did find for "Architecture of Bridges",
At the moment I cannot think of anyone, unless i1t is the
mysterious benefactor who works through Dr. Wriston at
Brown University. It would be necessary to approach him
carefully, and Just now I cannot think of the best way.

1 shall be back after Labor Day.
1 hope this nice weather continues for your sake.

Sincerely,
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'‘Discussed today financing of this guide with Philip Johnsen,

'H’* agreed that it should have a general editor to organize the
immense amount of detail which this publication involves and that
he ideal person for this work would be Natalie Hoyt. She requires
salary of $5,000 a year but we agreed that if we employed her
‘or 3ix months at §3,000 she would be able.to ferminate this worl

{e also agreed that we would purchase from Dorothy Noyes for

B400 to $500 the material on this subject which she has assembled.
'As far as we know our agreement with the Architeetural Forum - -
/%o provide us with the services of Henry Martin still obtains.

/ An architectural photographers' union, headed by Wurts Bros.

| mow' requires a book publication fee of $4 to §5 for each photo-

/' graph used in books. This would amount to approximately. ﬂm :

'/ for publication rights. .
As to obtaining a subsidy for this project, Philip suggested
#that I eall Perry Prentice of the Architectural Forum to learn

'which mannfacturers or building supply companies might be
| interested in helping us. He also suggested  the'Reynolds Aluminmum

{-(o'r' Metal) Company and the Rsv-r'g Brass and cWr Company .

i ' Jacques Blackburn of Harrison & Abramovitz told me that young
] . Koshler, of the Koehler Plumbing Supdy Co., Koehlsr; Wisc.,
might be interested. h paintings
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Date__ July 27, 1949

cc: Miss Pernas

Mr. Wheeler Re:__Color Photographer
Frances Keech FOR INDUSTRIAL
DESI6W:

Miss Chamberlain reports that a Mr. Reuter, a photo-
grapher specializing in industrial design and archi-
tecture photographs, will make 4 x 5 or 8 x 10 Ekto-
chromes for us at a cost of $5 or $10 each, if he

can have the work while doing other jobs, She thought
you might be interested in connection with Edgar Kauf-
mann's book, He does not photograph paintings.

An architectural photographers' union, headed by Wurts Bros,
now requires a book publication fee of $4 to $5 for each photo-
graph used in books. This would amount to approximately $1,500
for publication rights.

As to obtaining a subsidy for this project, Philip suggested

that I call Perry Prentice of the Architectural Forum to learn
which manufacturers or tuilding supply. companies might be
interested in helping us. He also suggested tha Reynolds Aluminum
(or Metal) Company and the Revere Brass and Copper Company |,

Jacques Blackburn of Harrison & Abramovitz told me that young
Mr. Koehler, of the Koehler Plumbing Supdy Co., Koehler, Wise.,
might be interested,
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Date__Auguct 3, 1949

Guide to Modern Architecture
Re:___in the United States

7&""

Discussed today financing of this guide with Philip Johnson.

We agreed that it should have a general editor to organize the
immense amount of detail which this publication involves and that
the ideal person for this work would be Natalie Hoyt. She requires
a salary of $5,000 a year but we agreed that if we employed her
for six months at $3,000 she would be able to terminate this work

We also agreed that we would purchase from Dorothy Noyes for

$400 to $500 the material on this subject which she has assembled.
As far as we know our agreement with the Architectural Forum

to provide us with the services of Henry Martin still obtains,

An architectural photographers' union, headed by Wurts Bros,
now requires a book publication fee of $4 to $5 for each photo-
graph used in books. This would amount to approximately $1,500
for publication rights.

As to obtaining a subsidy for this project, Philip suggested

that I call Perry Prentice of the Architectural Forum to learn
which manufacturers or tuilding supply companies might be
interested in helping us. He also suggested tha Reynolds Aluminum
(or Metal) Company and the Revere Brass and Copper Company .

Jacques Blackburn of Harrison & Abramovitz told me that young
Mr. Koehler, of the Koehler Plumbing Suply Co., Koehlsr, Wise.,
might be interested.
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ORIGINAL IETTER TO: Miss Ulrich
! Miss Pernas
Mr. Wheeler

THE ARCHEITECTURAL
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1 ¥

December 3, 1948

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

I am verv glad tc accert vour svegestion for cooneration

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

August Lth 1949
Date

To: Monroe Wheeler Re:_Subsidy for GUIDE TO MODERN
ARCHITECTURE IN THE US

From: Peter Blake

Dear Monroe:
Bill Lescaze suggested the following:
(1) Mr, Hermamn Kimble, (3) otis Elevator Co.

Kimble Glass Co, 260 Eleventh Avenue
Vineland, N.J. New York 1., N.Y,

(2) Carrier Corp. (Airconditioning) (4) fomm Armeo Steel Corp,
Syracuse, N,Y, 489 Curtis Street
Middletown, O,

<
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ORIGINAL IETTZR TO: Miss Ulrich
COPIED FOR: Mr. Blake
| Miss Pernas
Mr. Wheeler

THE ARCHITECTURAL
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1 *

December 3, 1948

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

I am very glad to accept your suvggestion for cooperation
between the Museum of Modern Art and THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM
on the terms outlined in your letter of October 19, 1948,

As work on this proceeds, we can perhaps work out a detailed
arrangement on the distribution of this Guide through the
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM,

Sincerely,
/8/ Henry Wright

Henry Wright
Managing Editor

Mr. Monroe Wheeler
Director, Program Department
Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York, New York
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Octobor 19, 1948

Mr, Benry Wright
Managing Editor
ARCHITRCTURAL FCRUM
350 Fifth Avenue
Hew York 1, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Wright:

1 am very heppy to hsar from Mr. Peter Blake that the
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM is gelng to collatorate wiith the
Museum of Modern Art in the preparation of a Gulde to
Modern Architecture in the United States, This pub-
1Ication, more than anyuhimg | can think of, will help
to bring the layman closer tc the progresslve architec-
tore of our day and enlighten him as to its advantages.

Aa we understand it the ANCHITECTURAL FORUM is going

to contribute the part-time services of Mlss Hemry
Martin and this asaistence from the FORUM will be for-
mally acimowledged at the beginning of the beok. I
understand also that the POPTM wlll assist in the dis-
tribution of the book in & manner similar to that used
in the premction of Brazil Builds and an arrangement
will be made vheraby the FORIUM ean receivs ths uswmal
profit on such ssules, which is customsrily from 33-1/3%
to 4OF of the retail price.

Mr, Blake telle me that he is now negotiating to acquire
8 very considerable amcunt of material on this subject
assembled twe years ago 'y Miss Dorothy Xoyes

which I am surs will be extremely valuable to this work,

It is extremely gemercus of you to offer ws the support '
of the ARCHITECTURAL FOEIM in this importeant project and
I want you to kmow that we greatly appreciate your help.
For our records, I would be glad to have a note from you
confirming your partieipation.

With renewed thanks and best wishes, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

/8/ Monroe Wheeler
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Date__October 1o, 1948

To: Monroe Wheeler Re:__"Guide to Modern Architecture

From: Peter Blake —din the U, S."

Dear Monroe:

Here is a proposed draft of your letter to Henry Wright.

=
Oes—

termined at & 1lAaLET UAUE WISH VUS Louois R — i e e el
been decided upon, but it will amount to approximate .of the

retail price.

If you feel that the above statement represents the gist of your
verbal agreement with Mr, Blake, I would appreciate a reply as
soon as possible so that our Mrs. Ruth Bookman can begin to work

on this publication with Miss Martin.

Very truly yours,

Monroe Wheeler
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Mr. Henry Wright
Managing Editor
Architectural Forum
350 Fifth Avenue
New York 1, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Wright:

This is to confirm your tentative verbal agreements with

Mr. Peter Blake regarding the preparation and publication of the
forthcoming "Guide to Medern Architecture in the United States."
As we understand it, the Architectural Forum will contribute

=T
thehservices of Miss Henry Martin in the preparation of this book.

In return there will be a credit acknowledgment to the Architectural

Forum on the title page of the book.

In addition the Architectural Forum will aid in the distribution

of the book much in the same manner as it helped in the distri-
bution of "Brazil Builds." For this assistance the Architectural
Forum will receive a portion of the retail price of all the

beoks sold through its offices. The exact portion will be de-

termined at a later date when the re ice of the book has
been decided upon, but it will amount to approximate

retail price.

If you feel that the above statement represents the gist of your
verbal agreement with Mr. Blake, I would appreciate a reply as
soon as possible so that our Mrs. Ruth Bookman can begin to work
on this publication with Miss Martin.

Very truly yours,

Monroe Wheeler
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

J
Date August 18, 19&8

Architectural Guide

To: Monroe Wheeler
Philip Johnson cc

From: Peter Blake

Upon contacting Henry Wright again re arding the Guide to lodern Architecture
in the United States, I recevied three possible suggestions regarding the
Forum's participation in this project.

f'df\’\ Tn
1) Henry Martin would be available,to assist Ruth Bookman in compiling the
information, in which case the Forum would contribute llenry Martin's time to
the book and would receive in return Jjoint credit for the book with the
Museum of Modern Art.

2) The Forum would Loan Henry Martin to us for this job, and we would pay
her directly to do this work for us, in which case it would be a simple
Museum publication.

3) Henry Martin would work full tiwe at the Forum's expense on compiling this
book, in which case the Forum would want joint credit with the Museum and a
possible share in an future profits.

T explained to Mr. Wright the non-profit character of the Museum's publication
program, and he suggested that in cases 1 and 3 the Forum might assist in the
distribution of the book much in the same manner in which it assisted in the
distribution of Built in U.S.A. In this event Mr, Wright felt that the Forum
should be entitled to a share in possible future profits,




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY MW
I

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date August 17, 1948

Monroe Wheeler Re: Architectural Guide
cc: Philip Johnson
Peter Blake

Henry Wright, Managing Lditor of the Architectural Forum, has suggested that

the Forum might compile for us a complete Guide to Modern Architecture in the
United States. The Forum is not equipped to publish this Guide or to distribute
it, so it is Mr. Wright's idea to have the Museum underwrite such a publication,

print it, and distribute it from here.

As you know, this has been a project of our Department for some time, and judfng

by the number of inguiries we receive almost daily for such a Guide, I feel that

it would be one of the Museum's best sellers.

At present the Forum's Miss Henry Martin is compiling and keeping up-to-date

a very complete mimeographed Guide to Architecture in this country, and Henry
Wricht suggests that she could do this job for us from beginning to end. Needless
to say, this Department could use any help on such activities that we can get,
and since their Miss Martin has been doing this job for many years, I consider

her excellently qualified to give us such assistance.
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Bear Henry: ,

Since you called me a few days ago about the proposed guide to modern
architecture in the United States, we have been talking up here about this
project in some detail. From our point of view the kind of arrangement that
might suit us best would be something like this;

Much of the research on the book would be done by Henry Martin working
on a part-time basis only and collaborating with our Mrs, Ruth Bookman whose
services are being paid for by the museum, Mrs, Bookman would be available
any time after about October lst, and she has already donme a certain amount of
work on this project so that Henry Martin may find her assistance very valuable.
Final editorial control over the book would be retained by us, and the museum
would publish the bock as & regular Museum of Modern Art publication with a
eredit paragraph given to the Architectural Forum. In addition, it appears
that your help in distributing the book by enclosing an order card in your
issues or by some such similar means would be very greatly appreciated, In
the event of such assistance in the distribution of the book, I believe an
arrangement could be made for the Forum to participate in any profits that
this book may produce,

I want to repeat here what I told you in our original conversation,
namely that the museum is primarily interested in producing a book at low cost
for education purposes rather than a book prineipally for profit.

If this general arrangement is to your liking or if you have any other
suggestions, I would like very much to hear from you as soon as possible, Once
we have the general arrangement pretty well worked out I think that you should
talk with Mr. Monroe Wheeler, Director of Exhibitions and Fublications, who
will then write you a letter confirming our arrangements and setting out im
detail any questions arising out of the business of distributing the book,

Needless to say, I am very happy to be able to make use of some of your
files and of some of your research and I think that you will find that the
museum will put out a book in keeping with its usual publishing standards,

With best personal regards.

- Peter Blake
T Managing Editor
R, e teve

w re State Building
Hew York 1, N. Y.




