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THE ORIGINS
OoF
GEORGE DOUGLAS FITZMAURICE
OF

COUNTY WATERFORD, IRELAND

The object of this report is to describe our research into

the origins and career in Ireland of George Douglas Fitzmaurice.
At the outset we received the following information:

George Douglas Fitzmaurice died in Rome in 1915, aged
86, which places his year of birth in about 1828/9.
However, family sources state he was born in Ireland

in about 1835/6. He was of good family, whose religion
was Church of Ireland. Prior to emigrating George and
his wife Elizabeth, formerly Schearen, lived in
Dungarvan, County Waterford and the place-name Capoquin
was associated with the family. They had several
children and moved to Paris; by 1896 they had settled
in Rome, where George Douglas was employed by a
department store called 01d England.

We began our research in Irish sources by looking for the

marriage registration of George Douglas Fitzmaurice.

Protestant marriages in Ireland have been registered centrally

in Dublin since 1 April 1845, whereas births and deaths and
Catholic marriages were not registered centrally until 1864.
s Fitzmaurice married Elizabeth, daughter of
County Waterford, on 24 February

ch of Ireland parish, in the City of

ed as a gentleman of full age

George Dougla
John Sherin, Coroner for
1852 at St. George's Chur

Dublin. George was describ
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(i.e. over 21 years), the son of William Fitzmaurice, an
agent. Both he and his bride gave 3 St. George's Place,

Dublin as their address. The witnesses were Roger Baker and
William I. Harvey.

We searched Thoms Dublin Directories, but 3 St. George's
Place was listed as vacant in 1850, 1851 and 1852, In 1853,
Mrs. Catherine Sheil was the tenant. We turned next to the
records of Dungarvan, County Waterford. Census returns before
1901 have not survived for County Waterford, but we have two
land surveys taken in the nineteenth century for taxation
purposes. The earlier one was the Tithe Applotment Book, for
the year 1826, and here we traced William Fitzmaurice living
at Affane Hunter, which lies a few miles west of Dungarvan
and immediately south of the town of Cappoqﬁin. He rented, v
from Sir Richard Musgrave, 35 acres of land, upon which a tax
of £2-10 shillings, was assessed. The second land survey was
the Griffith Valuation of 1848, and here we noted only one
person called Fitzmaurice in Affane; this was James Fitzmaurice
who rented the same acreage at Affane Hunter from Sir Richard
Musgrave. The 35 acres was then valued at £34 per annum.

James also let two houses in the same townland, valued at
14 shillings. We may guess that James was the eldest son of
William Fitzmaurice and hence inherited the holding.

Unfortunately, the Church of Ireland parish registers of
Affane and Aglish have not survived; they were probably
destroyed in the great fire of 1922, Most Irish wills proved
pefore 1858 have also peen lost in the 1922 fire, but the
oxes to probates have survived. We listed Fitzmaurice

ind
e of Waterford and Lismore from

wills proved in the dioces
1648 to 1858 and noted those of gignificance. Honora

Fitzmaurice of Cappoquin made her will in 1851 and William
Fitzmaurice, for whom no address was given, left a will in
1842. 1t seems nost likely that this refers to the father




of George Douglas Fitzmaurice, whom we traced living at Affane
in 1826, but who was no longer there in 1848.

We turned next to Directories for County Waterford and
here noted that George Fitzmaurice traded as a linen and
woollen draper at the Square, Dungarven, in 1870. He was not
listed in earlier Directories, but in 1846 John Fitzmaurice
was to be found at Cappoquin, a veterinary surgeon, and
Lewis Fitzmaurice kept a public house in Main Street, Dungarvan.
Lewis was again traced in a Directory of 1824 as living at
Cappoquin. Waterford and Lismore marriage licence bonds
indicated that Lewis Fitzmaurice married Mary Sherin in 1832,
and it seems reasonable to suppose that he was closely related

to George Douglas, perhaps an uncle.

The Church of Ireland parish registers for Dungarvan

start as early as 1741, and we began by searching for the issue
of George Douglas and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice after 1852. Their
eldest child, John William, was baptised on 20 February 1853,
his father then being described as a shopkeeper. The next
child was Mary, but burial entries showed that she died in
1858. FRobert Baker Fitzmaurice was baptised in 1855, when his
father was described as a draper. George, Kate, Mary and
Elizabeth were baptised in 1857, 1859, 1861 and 1863 respectively,
but Elizabeth also died young in 1868. Edith was baptised in
1864; Frederick in 1866; and finally Elizabeth was born on

10 December 1869, when her father was described as an esquire
of Townmore, a district of Dungarvan. We found no earlier

he name Fitzmaurice in Dungarvan, apart from the

entries for t
baptism in 1844 of a daughter of Lewis Fitzmaurice, a merchant,

and his wife Mary.

Dungarvan sources revealed a good deal of information about

the Sherin family. Flizabeth Sherin's father, John Sherin, was
listed in Wilson's Dublin Directories as a Coroner of

garvan between 1822 and 1831, but he was one of at least

Dun
y Waterford each year. He died

three coroners listed for Count



young, and was buried on 7 March 1831 at Dungarvan, aged 39.
We know from Waterford and Lismore diocese marriage licence
bonds that he married Catherine Baker in 1813, and this
explains why Robert Baker Fitzmaurice born in 1855 was given
that middle name.

Catherine was traced in Griffith's Valuation of 1848
living at Devonshire Square, Dungarvan, renting a house,
office and yard worth £27 per annum, and in the 1846 Trade
Directory she was described as owning a linen and woollen
drapers and haberdashers shop in Devonshire Square. Catherine
Sherin was buried on 13 January 1869 at Dungarvan, aged 77.
The parish registers of Dungarvan show that she and John Sherin
had one son, Robert, and apart from Elizabeth, whose baptism
was not recorded, four further daughters, these being Mary
(1814), Catherine (1817), Margaret (1819) and Anne (1820).
Finally, we searched baptisms at Dungarvan back as far as 1777,
and noted that in 1780, Robert son of Robert and Mary Baker
was baptised. We know that Catherine was born in about 1791/2
and it seems possible that Robert and Mary Baker were her

parents.

In conclusion, we believe we have made reasonably good

progress researching the origins of George Douglas Fitzmaurice,

although we have been hindered by the loss of the Church of
Ireland registers for Affane. We know that he was the son of
William Fitzmaurice, and that he ran a drapery shop in
Dungarven from 1853, shortly after his marriage in Dublin in

1852 We do not know precisely when he moved away from

Dungarvan, but it was certainly after 1870. There is ample

scope to jnvestigate this Dby gsearches in the Registry of
where numerous property transactions were registered.

Deeds,
e-consuming source to use, but is

This is a difficult and tim

frequently very rewarding w
jdentified. We have made good progress establishing his

aternal ancestry and there isalso scope, in the Registry of
; ds and other gources, Lo research further the lives and
ee

of the Sherin and Baker families.

hen the correct documents are

origins
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* SOURCES CONSULTED

PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE, Four Courts

Waterford Diocesan Wills, Administrations,
Marriage Licence Bonds,

Dungarvan C, of I. Register

Index of Surnames, Co, Waterford

Church Tithe Book, Affane Parish

Griffith's Valuation Co., Waterford

Dublin Directories 1819 - 1831, 1849 - 1854,

OFFICE OF THE CIVIL REGISTRY, Lombard St.,

Marriages 1845 - 1865,
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Tithe Applotment Book
Affane Parisp 1826
= Lohu 826

ac.rd.pch Tithe

William Fitzmaurice of Affane

g ) Hunter (si - 1= £2.10. 0.
(8ir Richard Musgrave, Owner) atel ¢ &

Griffith's Valuation
Affane Parish 1848

Holdg. ac.rd.pch.

#*JTames Fitzmaurice, Affane Sir Reh. Land Valuation
Hunter Musgrave 35- 1- 9
Bt. £34: 0. 0,

# James Fitzmaurice also let two houses, valued at £0504 6 (05
each on the above townland.

Dungarvan Parish 1848

#Mrs. Catherine Sheran Mrs. Mary Hse.Off

Devonshire Square McGrath ¥d. £27.10. 0.

... Fitzmorris (sic) FEdward Hee . GfFf. & 0n0 017

Abbeyside. Gil“ay ¥d.Gdn £ 9. 5. O.
84,

Waterford & Lismore Diocesan Wills 1648-1858

Honora, Cappoquin 1851
#William, no address 1842

Fitzmaurice,
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Marriage

Waterford & Lismore Diocesan 1648-1858
Sherin John, Cath Baker 1813

Slater's Trade Directory 18.46

*Catherine Sherrin, Devonshire Square, Linen & Woollen Drapers
Dungarvan. & Haberdasher

¥(also listed for 1856)

Lewis Fitzmaurice, Main St., Dungarvan, Public House.

John Fitzmaurice, Cappoguin, Veterinary Surgeon.

Pitot's Directory 1824
Cappoquin, Lewis Fitzmaurice Esq.,
No Fitzmaurice or Sherin entries listed for Dungarvan.

Slaters Trade Directory 1870
#*George Fitzmaurice, Sgquare. Linen & Woollen Draper.
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ungarvan Church of Ireland Parish Registers

1828-1871
Baptisms
£ gl ok Cath. Margaret (d) of Lewis & Mary Fitzmaurice
of Dungarvan.
Father's Oce: Merchant
20 Feb 1853  John William (s) of George & Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
of Dungarvan.
Father's Occ: Shopkeeper
7 Mar 1854 Mary (d) of George & Elizabeth Fitzmaurice of
Dungarvan.
Father's Occ: Shopkeeper
9 Dec 1855 Robert Baker (s) of George & Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
of Dungarvan.
Father's Occ: Draper
6 Sep 1857 George (s) of George and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice of
Dungarvan.
Father's Occ: Draper
21 Jul 1859 Kate Margaret (d) of George and Elizabeth
29 Jul 1859 Fitzmaurice of gungarvan.
Father's Occ: raper
12 Mar 1861 Mary (d) of George and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice of
61 Dungarvan.
i Fatger's QOcc: Draper
4 Mar 1863 Eligﬂbeth ig) of George and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
f Dungarvan.
gathergs Qcc: Draper
7 Aug 1864 E%iggnézivgg‘(?eorge and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
;ather's Ocec: Draper
18 Nov 1866 F§933£iiﬁvéif of George and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
Eather%S Dec: Draper
lizabeth (d) of George and Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
11 Nov 1869 EflﬁTownmofe (sic) ;
Father's Occ: Esquire
#(a townland in Dungarvan parish)
.‘ - ‘.
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Dungarvan
Church of Ireland Parish Registers (cont.)

1828-1902, 18061828
—=—= 7Y%, 1806-1828

Burials

7 Mar 1831
12 Feb 1839
25 Dec 1858
6 Nov 1868
13 Jan 1869

1817-1828

Baptisms

1820
16 May 1819
28 Nov 1817
13 Apr 1814
7 Apr 1816

? ?

1806-1848
Marriages
23 Jul 1814

12771806
Baptisms

15 Nov 1805
3 Aug 1807
1 Sep 1803
5 Nov 1780

Waterfo

Sherin,

Mary to

Mary to Ste
Lewis Fi

John Shearan of Dungarvan, aged 39 years
Margaret Sheerin of Dungarvan, aged 18 years
Mary Fitzmaurice of Dungarvan, aged 43 years

Elizabeth Fitzmaurice of Dungarvan, aged 6 years

Catherine Sherin of Dungarvan, aged 77 years

Anne (d) of John & Catherine Shearin
Margaret (d) of John & Cath. Sheerin

Catherine (d) of John Sherin & Mary (sic) his wife

Mary (d) of John Sherin & Mary (sic) his wife
Robert (s) of John & Mary (sic) Sherin

Stephen Baker Junr. to Mary Sherin

Eliza

Alicia (d
) of Stephen & Eliza Baker

of Robert & Mary Baker

Henry (s

Robert (8)

rd & Lismore Di
phen B&ker

tzmaurice

1814
1832

(d) of Stephen & Eliza Baker
) of Stephen & Eliza Baker

ocesan Marriage Licence Bonds 1649-1849
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Dublin Directorieg (

Wilsons)
1822-1831 *John Sherin of Dungarvan, Coroner, under
Keady County.
Officials

There were at least three coroners listed for County Waterford
each year. John Sherin was therefore not the sole coroner
for the county.
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NOTES MADE JUNE 8, 1986

Kate Margaret is Auntie Katie. She married in Paris
Basil Theophylidi who was twenty-five years older than
herself. He was courtier en bourse which means broker.
They had one son named George. He asked my grandfather
for permission to use the Fitzmaurice name. So he is the
George Fitzmaurice who made a success in Hollywood,

especially with The Perils of Pauline. His widow <gave

copies of the films teo the film library. She had two
daughters and after one or at most two conversations in
New York, she returned to Hollywood and never kept up

the connection.

London Address:~ 1 and 3 Regent Street, SWT. Telephone (01) 930 64¥/4

Regirtered Office Crardon Roaid, 1V imchester SOET 701D Regdared s England Na. 6047 i)

[ ¢ damage to, documentl, teoardi, o matvriali, whdif in trambil b, or fram, gr m IAe pasmRIn af, the company. 1 o recommended that dopinn enly ave irmi, mit ongisals

No raapanaibility u accepted for low 4,
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Notes made Junee 8, 1986

My mother married - I think in 1896 - my father named
Virginio Scolari. He was from Bassano, now called
Bassano del Grappa about an hour from Venice. When they
married he was already employed in the Galleria Sangiorgi.

I was bormn in 1901 on Via del Babuino 85.

Frederick Fiztmaurice (Uncle Fred) . My mother and
both aunts spoke of him "as if he didn't belong" and I
was not brought up to respect him. I met him, he was

very poor and lived in a Paris suburb.

Auntie Elsie (Elizabeth) xxKh®EX never married.
When the family migrated to Paris she was in her teensy and
went to public school in Paris. She was very bright. By
the time my grandfather and grandmother, my mother and she

got to Rome she was already a painter. She took care of

the grandparente. There never was quite enough money so

i my father commissioned her to paint fake antique

furniture for the wealthy customers of the Galleria Sangiorgio.
@ke Around 1912 she managed to go for a season to Munich and
came back enthusiastic because some teacher there ﬂyd encouraged

her in her portrait painting. She did portraits of all the

family. When my grandiather died in 1915 she moved to the

artists' street Via Margutta and settled in to be a painter but
she had hardly moved when she decided to take a course as

a nurse and went to be a nurse at the Ospedale Villa Trento

London Addvess:~ 1 and 3 Regent Street, SW1. Telephone (U1) 930 b4/4

Rugiitered €)ffice: Gardon Roai, Wimcheiter SOET 72002 Regtibered s Eugland No. 1604757

apier enly are peai, nol anpaals.

o 1t i recommeaded that ¢
Li. wohilst in tenmsid 15, v fram, o i (e posseesion of, the campany.
[ost of 4+ damage o, documen, revards, of makeria
N reapannibility w sccepiod far
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Notes made June 8, 1986

Auntie Elsie continued.

which was the only British hospital on the Italian froat

= e - = :
imortalized in Hemmingway's Farewg#ll to Arms. When the

Austrians broke through the Italian front she walked across
the Tagliamento to Padua and she had in her handbag the
diamond Ting that is in the Citibank safe deposit box.

From Padua she went to London and worked in the map Toom

of Admiral BStty. After the wa% she had great difficulty
finding a job. I don't know ®Wkx how she lived through

the general strike (19267). But when I saw hers during

my Vassar years she waéFiving in a boarding house on

Great Ormond Street. She died in 1928.

London Address:~ 1 and 3 Regent Street, SW1 Telephone (U1} D50 b/
Rigistered Office: Gordon Raad, Winchestir S023 7013 Regiitered bn England Na. M 75T

No eerpameibiity o o wppied for lnas of of damage 1o, documenis, resurds, or watarials, whilit in franst to, or fram, or v the painennen af, the compasy, It i secommpnded that capies snly #ve renl, not ovypined,
o ad ’




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection:
MS B

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Miss Juliet Burgess
Debrett Limited
Gordon Road

Winchester S023 7DD
UK

Dear Miss Burgess,

Manythanks for your reportf€ It is exactly what
I wanted and more than sufficient.

1 admire your thoroughness and precision. Your
record matches, completely, my memory oﬁ%y grandfather
and grandmother and what wasgpassed on to me by my
mother and my aunts.

There is no point in going back dinto the early
19th century, much less the 18th.

with many, thanks and kin§ regards.

Sincerely,

FLandon Address:~ | and 3 Regent Street, SW1. Telephone (01) 930 6974
Registered Office. Gardon Road, Winchester 5023 700 Regivered tn Englond No. M6HTST

mendrd that copies anly are 1eni. anl enpal
sl 1, oF fram, a¢ in Ihg ponereien af, the compary. [1 & rream o

1 of , dorummis, recards, or mate!

P ity 1 o
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Debrett Ancestry Research

LIMITED

GORDON ROAD . WINCHESTER . $O23 7DD
TEL. 0962-69067
TELEX 265871 MONREF G
(QUOTE MAIL BOX 84 : DAR 001)

Naorth America: Courthouse Road Accomac, VA. 23301
Telephone: (804) 787-2651

Ref: 3862 30 May 1986

Mrs Margaret Barr
49 East 96th Street
New York

New York 10028

USA

Dear Mrs Barr

We are pleased to enclose our report on the origins of George Douglas
Fitzmaurice.

As the report will show, we have been able to make reasonable progress and
have been encouraged by the results so far. Although we were hindered by the
absence of relevant Church of Ireland parish registers, we have been able to
jdentify the Fitzmaurice and Sherin families and make some progress in
discovering earlier generations.

There is ample scope for further research, particularly in the Registry of
Deeds, to look for earlier evidence of the Baker and Sherin families and we
should be very pleased to continue if you wish. To do so we should need to ask
you for a further payment of $490, either by cheque or through a credit or

charge card account.

It has been a pleasure undertaking this research on your behalf; we hope
that we will have the opportunity of continuing.

Yours sincerely

\7;/&( E 2!:}’3’

JULIET BURGESS, B.A.
Genealogist

London Address:~ | and 3 Regent Street, SWL. Telephone (01) 990 6974
Rigistered (ffice: Gordan Rad, Wincheiter SGI8 7130 Kegustered in England No, 60475

N suspansibidity it sctapted for laps af ar demape i, documeni, records, or materials, whilt i fannit b, or from, er in Bhe porrsion of, the company. [t s recommomided that copits paly are ami, mel enipinali,
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Debrett Ancestry Research Ltd.
Courthouse Road .
Accomac

VA 23301

Sirs,

I received your brochure in Vermont and have read it
carefully. I shall now tell you what I would 1like you
to investigate. It entails what I would call "superficial
research".

It concerns my grandfather George Douglas FPitzmaurice ' °*
who died in Rome in 1915 at the age of 86. He and his wife

Elizabeth Schearen lived in Dungarvan, County Waterford and

had a large family. They were fairly well off, belonged to

the Church of England - once their carriage was stoned as
they were driving to church - .

The sons were sen to the university (I suppose Dublin).
For the girls there were governesses.

My mother never explained how or why the family was
ruined. I suppose my gtandfather did something unwise - all
I remember secondhand about this period is that he thought he
had invented a water-closet for horses.

Several of the sons migrated to New Zealand (?), Tasmania (%?),
so that when the family moved to Paris there remained one son
named Frederick and four girls.

I went to Ireland for a quick tour in 1980 and in Dublin

I consulted an office where Americans of Irish descent start




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection:
MS B

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

enquiries about their forebears. The official said that I
should go to the echurch in Dungarvan. This I did. It is

now called the Chukch of Ireland. 1 spoke to the organist who

remarked that many records had been destroyed in 1916. She
gave me the name of the clergyman (not then in town). 4
wrote him but he did not answer, - British friendis when they hear
the name Fitzmaurice are apt to mention the Marquess of Lansdowne,
however this name was never mentioned by my grandfather, my mother
or my aunts.

My grandfather was obviously well-bred, tall and handsome,

proud of his appearance, dressed with elegance, knew French,

had an “Irish" temper.

I only want to understand who my grandfather was. I don't
want to go back to the 18th century.

Please let me know whether you are willing to undertake
this "superficial genalogy". Depending on your answer I

shall mail you a ¢heque for $4.90.

Sincerely,
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FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Collection:

Mms B

*22¥ YOUR ANCESTRY AND DEBRETT
SINCE 1769

€ Those who do not treasure up the memory of their ancestors do not )

deserve to be remembered by posterity.

It is more than 200 years since John Debrett began to
chronicle the Royalty and Aristocracy of England and
Wales, Scotland and Ireland. Nowadays we at Debrett
apply the same skills to researching all families, whatever
their origins, in the belief that, properly studied, genealogy
is the history of ordinary people.

% WHAT WE NEED TO START RESEARCH

The policy of professional genealogists is to start from a
basis of known facts, and to work backwards into the
unknown. Hence to begin research we must have as much
information about your family as you can provide. The
key facts are names, dates, places, relationships,
occupations and religion. These need only be approximate,
but please distinguish between family tradition and
established facts.

Some clients come to us knowing only their own date
and place of birth (and this is usually sufficient to enable us
to make good progress); others have already established 10
generations. It is important in cases where research has
already been carried out, to provide full details of all
searches (even when results were negative), so that we do
not waste our time and your money in establishing facts
already known.

We also need to know which line of your family interests
you most. Unless you wish otherwise, we will give priority
to your ‘surname’ line, but we can of course research any
line or lines.

nouw

that

who remarked

me tThe name

Brxxx British

5 LEBRETT'S WORLD-WIDE NETWORK

R

Lana.

is ha

yman {

fréent

We at Debrett engage the services of experienced and
dedicated researchers at the main archive centres,
particularly in Britain, Ireland, North America and
Australasia. These researchers are specialists in their own
field, and can find their way straight to the most pertinent
records, but work under the supervision of an expert
genealogist. Research usually involves work being carried
out in several different places; frequently in more than one
continent. From our headquarters in Winchester, and our
office in North America, we are able to co-ordinate the
research and analyse the results to give you a handsome
bound report.

e

SPEED OF PRODUCING RESULTS

Ancestry research is a time-consuming business, and
thorough research cannot be hurried unduly. The time
required for a particular search will vary considerably, but
generally clients should expect research to take months
rather than weeks. We are happy, however, to produce
interim reports. Urgent cases will be dealt with by special
arrangement; we are well-used to the needs of clients who
require evidence of a British-born grandparent for British
nationality purposes.

-

ENTITLEMENT TO A COAT OF ARMS

We are happy to advise clients concerning the
procedures necessary to prove the right to a coat of arms,
and to liaise with the relevant heraldic authority in an
application for a grant of arms. These are complicated
areas, usually requiring genealogical research as a
preliminary, in order to ascertain whether there is a
descent, in the male line, from a person to whom a coat of
arms has been granted.

1 SPOKEe To thHe organist

i been destroyed in 1916.
town)

I wrote him but he did

is when they hear the name
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=25 COSTS AND BUDGETING

The fee we charge for research is assessed on the basis of
time plus expenses, and in common with most
genealogists, we ask for payment in advance. In this way
we are able to keep expenditure on research under tight
control. We appreciate that our clients do not want open-
ended commitments or large unexpected bills,

Each research project is different, and we can never
know in advance precisely what we are going to discover
or how much work will be involved. Once we receive your
payment, we will carry out the research and when the
funds placed at our disposal are exhausted we will send
you our detailed report, together with our opinions as to
the prospects of discovering more. Then, if and when you
decide that you would like to have more research carried
out (and this, of course, entirely at your own choice
without any prior commitment), we shall always be
pleased to do so. We can then suggest another budget and
do more research for you.

At no time will we incur charges against your account in S

excess of what you have personally authorised in advance.
that he

~

% PAYMENT

Our bankers are pleased to accept your personal cheque
in your national currency, or you may pay by credit card [?)
account. In the latter case we ask you to let us have your
card number, its expiry date and written authority to phere were
charge the sum agreed.

n Dublin
hemi=h = “) =
GEE g y g VISA é@
O (i) N cmas L ry start

TUATIOM AL
that I
It is
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had been destroyed in 1916.
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lergymanf/ I wrote him but he did
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Sirs,

I received your brochur in Vermont and have read it
carefully. I shall now tell you what I would like to
investigate. It implies what I would call 2 “"superficial

research"

It concerns my ﬁrand?ﬁtppr George Dou%&as Fitzmaurice
P Y I« & o

who died in Rome in X9%& 1915, He, and his wife Elizabeth

9% Schearen lived in Dungarven, County Waterford and had
a large family. They were fairly well off, belonged to the
Church of England - once their carriage was stoned as they
were driving to church - .

The sons were sent to the university (I suppose Dublin).
For the zirls there were governesses.

My mother never explained how or why the family was
ruined; I suppose my grandfather did something unwise -
all I remember secondhand about XREXX this period is that he

thought he had invented a water-closet for horses
ManyxeExEREXREYS

several of the sons had migrated to New Zealand (?)
), so that when the family moved to Paris there were
named Frederick and four gixxk=z girls
to Ireland for a quick tour in 1980 and in Dublin
l constilted an office where Americans of Irish ancestry start
enquiries about their forebears. The official said that I
should go to the church in Dungarvan. This I did. It is
now called the Church of Ireland I svoke to the organist
who remarked
She gave me

not answer.
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Fitzmaurice are apt to mention the Marquess of Lansdowne amd-

£HL4¥HH¥H¥;L4==m=nh§r however this name was never mentioned

by my grandfather, my mother or my aunts

K-
My grandfather was obviously well-bg?. tall and handsome,

peoud of his appearance,dressed with elegance, knew French
had an"Irish temper".
IxzuxnmkxXniexesxed I only want to understand who my

grandfather was, I don't want to go back to the 18th century.
cxie

= -
Arowet—1TUrYYyor 1 S

me know whether you are willing to undertake
"superficial genealogy". Depending on your answer

you a cheque for $4.90

Truly,
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Debrett Ancestry Research

SO DEBRETT ANCESTRY RESEARCH LIMITED
THOUSE ROAD DEBRETT'S
ACCOMAC, VA. 23301 GORDON ROAD

TEL. (R04) 787-2651 WINCHESTER, U.K. 8023 7DD
MRS. ELISABETH A, SCHOETTLE TEL. 0962-69067

CO-ORDINATOR. NORTH AMERICA TELEX 477379 WINSER G
August 28, 1985

Mrs. Alfred Barr, Jr.
R.R. 01, Box 810
Greensboro, VT 05841

Dear Mrs, Barr:

We were most pleased to receive your enquiry about our research services and thank you
very much for your interest.

We enclose a small brochure which we hope will provide you with some of the answers to
questions you may have concerning how research is undertaken and the results that can be
expected. Because of our experience over many years, and the network of researchers we
maintain throughout the world, we are in a position to carry out genealogical research not
only in Britain and Ireland, but in North America, Europe, and elsewhere in the world.
This gives us special capabilities in research involving emigration as we are able to
conduct co-ordinated research in both the country of origin and the country of destinationm.

If we are retained by you to undertake research into your ancestry, we need to ask you for
all the relevant information you may have concerning the family. Since our starting
point for research is where reliable information provided to us ends, the earlier the
information the better.

Our research is carried out within a limited budget fee which is never exceeded without the
permission of our clients. In accordance with standard genealogical practice we ask for
this fee in advance to allow us to set the research in motion and to disburse necessary
fees for certificates, record agents, etc. In order to maintain our high standards we have
set a budget of $490 for normal cases, which can be paid either by cheque or by credit

card.

Sometimes we have exceptional requests from clients, whose requirements are complicated or
involve several lines of research. While we welcome such cases we must necessarily
treat them in a special light and provide a specific estimate of fees required.

We look forward to hearing from you, and please do not hesitate to write if you wish any
point clarified. You may be assured that anything undertaken on your behalf will be of
the quality which is traditional for Debrett.

Yours sincerely,

\
< C
g)uu1p~LXi&x QQ-tPL)jJKjIKD
Elisabeth A. Schoettle
Coordinator, North America
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Coroner for County
Waterford (1822-1831)

born eirca 1781/2

buried 7 March 1831 at
Dungarvan, County Waterford

Mala JOHN SHER(R)IN =

== CATHERINE
daughter of ROBERT BAKER(?)
born circa 1791/2

marriage Licences dated
Linen and woollen draper
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1821-1830 born
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Debrott-

14th January 1986

Dear Mr. Belfield,

Thank you for your letter of October 8. I am
replying to your questions but I must repeat once more that
I would like to know something about the origins of my
grandfather George Douglas Fitzmaurice. I know enough about
his biography after 1900.

You ask whether he died a British citizen. He and his
wife (my grandmother Elizabeth Shearan)(sp.?) woved to Rome
from Paris around 1890. My grandfather was regularly
employed in the firm called 0ld England. I MAXEXABXXRER
doubt that in the lenient days of the Kingdomlbf Italy
British citizens were legally forced to change citizenship
if they resided in Italy at length.

I already told you in my first letter that my

was born

grandfather/around 1836, most probably in southern Ireland.
There were no close relatives left in Ireland when he and
his family emigrated to Paris, The family owned land and
4 nouse mexxxAmM in or near Dungarvan and that property
must have changed hands somewhere before 1890

I have remembered that either my grand-father or my
grandmother was born in Capoquin near Dungarvan.

You want to know about the children. I am sure that
I listed whatever children I knew about. They are dead

without issue and of no help in ascertaining the origin

of my grandfather.
Sincerely,

Landon Address:= | and 3 Regent Streel, 5 W1, Telephone (01) 9350 694

Ragiskernd 0 ffie Govdon Road, Winchesr SOZT 7DD Registrrid in England No. JMTSS

Nat vespansibeiliy b aseepied fur lon of or damage in, ot umeni i, or matersals, Whilal i tramat to, o from, or in the podtermian of, the company. T recommnilid 1hat copied only are rend. sal rygnads.
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Debrett Ancestry Research

LIMITED
GORDON ROAD . WINCHESTER . SO23 7DD
TEL. 0962-69067
IFELEX 265871 MONREF G
(QUOTE MAIL BOX 84 : DAR 001)
Narth America: Courthouse Road Accomac, VA. 23301
Telephone: (804) 787-2651

GB/U4/85 9 October 1985
Dear Mrs Barr

Your letter addressed to our North American Office has been forwarded to us
here for a more detailed analysis of your requirements to be undertaken.

The details you provide concerning your grandfather should be entirely
sufficient for us to successfully research his origins and career, but we should
welcome some further details if you have them. Please list all his children,
and where and when (approximately if necessary) he was born. Was he a British

/A—citiaen when he died in Rome, and do you know whether he was merely visiting or
permanently resident in Rome? From such sources as wills, census returns, civil

nregistration records and perhaps property records, we should be able to
establish a good deal of information.

We hope by now you have had a chance to review our booklet which we sent
you, which will, we hope, answer any further questions you may have.

We always conduct our research within a limited budget fee (which is never
exceeded without the permission of our client). Our usual practice is to ask
for this fee in advance to allow us to set in motion the research on your
behalf. In order to maintain our high standards we have set a budget of $490
for normal cases which can be paid either by cheque or credit card. If you have
any queries please do not hesitate to write to me for clarification.

We look forward to hearing from you, and assure you that anything which we
undertake on your behalf will be of the quality which is traditional for

Debrett.

Yours sincerely

SNows
pp GERVASE BELFIELD
Managing Genealogist

Mrs Alfred H Barr Jr
49 East 96th Street
New York

NY 10028

USsA

London Address:— 1 and 3 Regent Street, SW1 Telephone (01) 930 65974

Rugivhored O ffice. Gosdom Road, Winchesber SO 7DD Regisiered m England No. 164753

Ne reapaniibdity i accapted for lan of wr demags 15, documents, rec rdli, we matrrials, whidit in treni o, ar from, o in ihe poivernon of. the company, B recimmendrd (hal copion amly are tenl. wel gl
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l“rn. Alrre(l H Barr, Jr.

49 Enat 961’1 :lrcet
New Yorl, N. Y. 10028

Mr. Gervase Bslfield 2Lth October 1385
Debrett Ancestry Research

Gordon Rd. .

dinchester SC237DD

Dear ir, Belfield,

I have received your letter of Oct. 2 and I am
enclosing a cheque.

As my first letter was forwarded to you I am repeating
myself as 1little as possible. Zssentially I am asking you
who George Douglas Fitzgeral was. I am rather cood 2t reserch
myself and would have orovided you with the details you ask for
if they had been available to me. Everything is lost. There
are no heirs. He was born arcund 1835/36 in Ireland =2nd was
of gentle birth. He and his family migrated to Paris and later
to Rome. He arrived in Rome before 1896 because in that year
my mother married an Italian, Virginio Scolari.

My zrandfathe-~ and his wife settled in Rome. They never
travelled again. Anyway passports were not needed in those
days. I was born in 1901. I don't need you to trace any-
thing about my zrandfather in later years.

He is buried with his wife in the Protestant Cemetery in .4 dec¥
Rome. The tablet on his szrave may bear the date of his birth
but I don't think that would be essential. I mentioned in m
first letter that the Fitzmaurice sons were sent to the university.
When they grew up they emigrated to Australia and I remember
family stories of my grandmother going to say goodby to her
sons at Queenstown (now Cork?).

In Paris after a period of unemployment my grandfather
went to work in the firm of 0ld England, 2 splendid department
store. The winter climate became too harsh for him so the
firm sent him to their Rome branch which was first on the via
Nazionale and later on the via del Tritone. It closed in
the early Fascist years, probably 1925/26. I have no idea
whether my grandfather went to the university, he was Church
of EZngland, well-bred, knew languages. I have photographs
of him in his later years. He was handsome.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sinceely, &vy
g e - /1&&4}&%4}&24’-

bvm— an Ve

e oyt plae h>

e humt %

v o.Cas, £ondl Thers may be records of tie sale of
% 4*, property. The family had property near

Dungarvan.




