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GALLERY: GERTRUDE STEIN

908 MADISON AVENUE ¢ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 ¢ LE 5-0600

lr. James 9. Soby
Bushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Connecticut

Dear Nr. Soby:
I am enclosing a photograph of a painting by
Giorgio de Chirico, which comes from the collection of lir.
and lMrs. Constance licCormick Fearing from Santa Barbara.
The si-e is 193x243. |
#ould you be interested in seeing the painting
regarding the determination of date executed?
i Thank you.

Very truly yours,

i//i .1’{,.'. e /{_ e

Gertrude Stein’ )
American Society of Appraisers
Appraisers Society of America
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{444 ASTOR STREET, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS / SUPERIOR 7-0500 / CABLE: RICHFEIGEN

RICHARD L. FEIGEN & COMPANY

INCORPORATED

August 5, 1959

Dear Mr. Soby,

Forgive me for taking so long to thank you
for your most helpful letter of July 11, I actually only
regained posession of it today.

Incidentally, I also sent a photograph of
the Ernst to a friend of mine, Albert Loeb — because the
painting was supposed to have come from his uncle, Edouard
Loeb - and he replied that indeed it had, and Edouard Loeb
also wrote me about it.

But it was word from you that my client
wanted, and I am most grateful. With best regards,

Sincerely,

i

Mr. Jemes Thrall Soby
Brushy Ridge Hoad
New Canaan, Connecticut
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RICHARD FEIGEN GALLERY
53 East Division Street, Chicago 10, Hline

October, 1961
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RICHARD FEIGEN GALLERY

Recent Acquisitions
October 1961

ADDENDA
BALTHUS

54, ""Portrait of Lady Shuster” 1936, Oil on canvas. 31 3/4" x251/2°
collection: Lady Shuster, London

MAX BECKMANN

55, *‘Theoter of Dreams’ 1936. Dil on canvos. 23 3/4" x 33 3/47
collection: Mrs. Max Beckmann, New York

MAX ERNST

56. ‘*'Landscape and Sun'' co. 1926, Oil on conves. 24" x 19 5/87

JOAN MIRO

57, "‘Head of a Young Woman'' 1931 (January). Oil on convas.
14" x 11"
sxhibited: The Arts Club of Chicage, ""Miro,"" 1961, Ne. 13
collection: Mr, ond Mrs. Joseph R. Shapiro

YVES TANGUY

58. Title unknown, ca, 1936, Oil on canvas, 18 1/4" x 24 1/27
collection: Mr and Mrs. Joseph R. Shaopiro

Additional Catalogue Information
MAX BECKMANN

2, "'Portrait of Hildo"
catalogued: Kaiser, Max Beckmann (1913), Ne. 50
Reifenberg and Hausenstein, Max Beckmann (1949), No. 51

3. "'Dance Hall'"
catalogued: Kaiser, Max Beckmann (1913), Ne. 90
Reifenberg and Housenstein, Mox Beckmann (1949), No. 98

PABLO PICASSO

34, “Still Life with Slice of Melon and Borbary Figs™
Qil on canvas
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MORRIS HIRSCHFIELD
“#1. "The Rabbi" 1945, Ol on canvas, 23" x 184"
collection: Mr. and Mrs. M. Martin Janis, Buffalo, N.Y
JOHN KANE
42, “'Daughter and Grandchild” Oil on canvas, 2a%" x 27%4°
collection: Mr. and Mrs, M. Martin Janis
PATRICK J. SULLIVAN
43, "First Law of Nature” 1941, Oil on canvas. 274" x 34%"
axhibited: The Museum of Modern Art, "'American Realists
and Magic Realists,” 1943, no. 243
collection: Mr. and Mrs, M. Martin Janis
! 44, “Why Should the Spirit of the Mortal Be Proud" ca. 1941
Oil on canvas. 244" x 24"
reproduced: Buffalo Evening News, 1943 (November)
axhibited: Albright Art Gallery, Buffalo, 1943

EDWARD KIENHOLZ
45. "Pioneer #1 with Hemstitch and Buttonhole Attachment’ 1958
Painted construction, 38%" x 231" x 107
“Little Eagle Rock Incident” 1958, Painted construction.
6114 x 480"
47. "The God-Tracking Station" 1958, Fainted construction
293" x 52" x 137
48. ''Flow Gently Sweet Often" 1960, Painted construction.
3514° x 21" x 8”
49. "Crystal Beach'' 1960. Painted construction. 177" x 6147 x 844"
PHILLIP MARTIN
50. “Affiche for the New Born" 1960, Gouache and crayon
16° x 20%"°
§1. "Composition’ 1957. Tempera, 143" x 19%°
§2. “The Forest" 1957, Tempera. 17%4" x 17%"°
53. “The First Brightness of the Day #2" 1961, Qil on canvas
; 25%° x 214"

-
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DR. HANS FETSCHERIN

SALZBURG MUNCHEN 2
AUSINGERSTRASSE 16 MAXIMILIANSPLATZ 12¢
TEL. 73642 TEL, 226017
5.2, 61

-
m

r
Jdia T. Soby

11 Vest, 5% th Street
Hew York@atys N:¥:

Dear Mr. Sobyly ¥ &;)

we have got here a picture .attrlb'f;ﬁg’é
to Chirico and as there 'is no Possibilty of

it with other pictures and +the &ommqnt& on here is

rather poor, I would be verv .g:m'beful for yoi "-,;.ﬁ‘pinlonc
55 x 38 cnm s,.i'
0il/Canvas ' w -J..t.

not signed,

Jd enclose two photos of the pictura‘*‘ -d would be
I glad to hear from you and to knew your epinion,
he picture is authentical,

oo Thanking you in advance
Vratty o o Sl and with kindes regards
STl Sincerely

SRl N st
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J. T. SOBY v
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

DI'. Hans Fetﬂche-rin’
Maxiedlianplats 12,
Munich 2, Germany,

Dear Dr, Fetscherin:

I hav photographs of
the picture attributed rse, to give
you a definite opinion o Ing the painting
itself, Nevertheless, o 11d greatly doubt

that this is an aunthentd
many things which seem t
during more than twenty
seen the picture reprodu

1=19), There are
peitdon, Moreover,
works, I have never

4 I am
change ny mind if T saw
I have never seen a de (
been especially careful

nd perhape I would
inal point, I think
He seems to have
Be

P.S, May T keep the photograp
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J. T. SOBY .
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

Meocdnd 14 anplaty 12,
Munich 2, Cermany,

Dear Dr, Fetschering

T havi

Nevertheless, o
that this 1s an authentd

P.S, May I keep the photograp
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J. T, SOBY .
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

Dr. Hans Fetscherin,

Medmilianplats 12,
Mundeh 2, Cermany,

Dear Dr, Fetschering

T have your letter of February 7 and the two photographs of
the picture attributed to de Chirico, It is impossible, of course, to give
you & definite opinion on the basils of photographs, without seeing the painting
iteelf, Nevertheless, on the evidence of the photographs, I would ly doubt
that this is an authentlework of de Chirico's ecarly period (1511-19), There are
many things which seem to me wrong about the color and the composition, Moreover,
during more than twenly years of research on de Chirico's early works, I have never
seen the picture reproduced or referred to,

I am sorry to give you this sort of reply, and perhape I woumld

change 1y mind if T saw the pleture itself., T doubt it, Ome final point, I think
I have never seen a de Chirieo of 1911-19 wtdch was not signed, He seems to have
been especially careful zbout signing his worls, even minor ones.

Sineerely,

P.S, May T keep the photographs for my extenelve files?
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK ]9 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

DEPARTMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

July 30, 1959

Dear Mr. Soby:

Just before she left on her holiday, Mrs. Woodruff
had the enclosed copy made of Mr. Field's negative, and asked
that it be sent to you.

The negative is tc go back to Mr. Field, but since
Mrs. Woodruff's secretary is no longer with the Museum, I am
unable to locate the correspondence in this regard and wondered
if you knew Mr. Field's full name and address.

I would very much appreciate any help you can give
me and hope that the enclosed copy is satisfactory.

p
Administrative Assistant

Mr. James Thrall Soby
P. 0. Box 830
Southampton, New York
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July 4,1959

Mrs, Emily Woodruff,
Museun of Mnpdern Art,
11 West 53rd St.,
New York 19, N.Y.
Dear Fmily:

i'm sorry to have been so long answering your letter
of June 29,but I have been jammed with a deadline.

Since de Ciirico has authenticated the photograph of
Mr, Field's proposed purchase, 1 suppose we must assume that the
painting is by de Chirico's hand. He is lying, however, when he
says that this is a work of the "periodo metafisico,"” meaning that
it was painted between 191l end 1919, De Chirico has made a great
many copies of his early works ever since the 1520's, and some of
these has predated, a corrupt procedure which he denies, of course,
but I know absolutely to be a fact., The reason he does SO is that
the arly works bring much higher prices than his current pictures.

It's hard to judge from a photograph, as you say, but
the picture looks extremely poor in quality to me, and I think
Mr. Field will agree if he compores t:is painting with the many
autihentic mannequin pictures in my Giorgio de Chirico, published by
MOMA .

111 mail the photo to you tomorrow, But before you send
it back to Mr. Field, will you please ask Pearly Moeller's office
to have it photostated and also de Chirico's statement on the back.
Many thanks.

Best, have a good trip,

Sincerely,

James Soby
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 19 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

DEPARTMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

June 29, 1959

Dear Jim:

An old friend of mine whom I have not seen for many years
Henry Field (The Field Museum family in Chicago), came to
the Museum for tea the other day. He is an archeologist
and is now attached to The Peabody Museum at Harvard Uni-
versity.

In the course of conversation, he told me he was interested
in de Chirico. When he was in Italy recently, he thought of
buying one of his pictures from a dealer there. He has now
sent me a photograph of the picture and would very much ap-
preciazte your opinion on its authenticity. I believe he
knows de Chirico personally and this picture is in a private
collection somewhere in Italy.

I well realize it is practically impossible to answer a ques-
tion like this, without seeing the original, but any comment
you could send me would be very much appreciated. Kindly re-
turn the photograph to me because Henry wants it for his
records.

Please forgive me for bothering you on your holiday, but I
did not want to let the matter wait until the end of the
summer. I shall be here at the Museum until July 1lhth,

when I leave for three weeks in Europe. With many thanks

and my best wishes to you and Melissa for a pleasant vacation.

Sincerely,
e
- Ph\

Mr., James Thrall Soby
P. 0. Box 830
Southampton, New York




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series,Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY TS

Ir.2.g

J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

Dear Mrs. Fink:

50 far as 1 know, de Chiricols Self Portrait of 1913 4a gtdll in
the .ﬂilm"'m o? "ﬁc‘uu*d Se Zeisier, L rast 7OtR 6C,, V.7.0. (business addvess
595 Madiaen Ave.). i ho has sold the rdsture resently, T'm sure he san leb
you knew where £% is and perbaps you in tvrm will 1st me know,

pletu e hed chauged hands four or five imen aimthlmt
war, It oelaagd for a time to GAlbert Miller, the theatrieal producer, and
then to emother eclleetor, leriaips the reagem for thie is that the ﬂl&‘l’ff feot
wmmdim:n‘bi'mausoonuwu, though this 15 a perfecily sutlentic work
and 1t har the correct datu.

Sineercly,
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WiLLiAM FLaTow, JR.
Rock RimmMoN RoaD
STAMFORD. CONNECTICUT

September 26, 1960

Mr. James Scby
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canasn, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Soby:
Many thanks for the pleasant visit we had at your lovely
home yesterday. I have written to Mr, de Chirico as per

the enclosed copy and I am enclosing as well a photograph
of the picture.

If, prior to my hearing from Mr, de Chirico, you should
cbtain any further infomation, naturally, I would greatly
appreciate hearing from you.

Again, with many thanks for your extreme helpfulness and
with every good wish in which Mrs. Flatow joins me.

Sincerely,

) N~
WFlatow, Jr./hc ﬂ L~
Encl. =
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we look forward with a great deal of anticipation to your
reply.

Thanking you in advance for your kind help,
Sincerely,

Wlatow, Jr./he

.S. I am enclosing a rather poor photograph of the
:limu which I took myself last evening at ith one
of the new quick developing cameras,
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Sr. Glorgioe
Plagza di &
Reme, Italy

Dear Sr. de

I have recc
through an
ago at one
and myself
it ln:nht.rf
m! .

concept thr
1910's, thr
particular
the picturr

We have tr’

in
Mwnfnbhtohamtgmt.ml. Needless to say
we look forward with a great deal of anticipation to your

reply.
Thanking you in advance for your kind help,
Sincerely,

Wlatow, Jr./he

» enclosing a rather poor photograph of the
:iiw:: :f.hlch I took myself last evening at hﬁ\’m’.h one
of the new quick developing cameras,
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Sr,. Giorgio de Chirico
Piagza di Spagna 31
Rome, Italy

Dear Sr. de Chirico:

1 have recently come in possession of one of your paintings
through an uncle of mine who obtained it some twenty years
ago at one of your exhibits in New York. Both Mrs. Flatow
and myself were thrilled to obtain it and since receiving
it heve tried to obtain as much information on it as
possible. This particular painting is so different in
concept than many of the works that you did in the early
1910's, that I wonder if you could advise me as to what
particular scene you were painting and spproximately when
the picture was p/;nm.

We have tried to get this information from some of the
museums in New York who have a mmber of your paintings
but were unable to learn a great deal. Needless to say
we look forward with a great deal of anticipatien to your

reply.
Thanking you in advance for your kind help,
Sincerely,

Wrlatow, Jr./he

P.S. I am enclosing a rather poor photograph of the
picture which I took myself last evening at na?(m.n one
of the new quick developing cameras.
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Mivton Fox

Telepbone: PLAZA 7-6161 Cable: ABRAMBOOK

H ARRY N A B R A MUS

INCORPORATED

Publishers of Fine Art Books
6 WEST S7TTH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N, Y.

November 20, 1962

Mr, James Thrall Soby
Brushy Ridge Road
New Ganaan, Comn,

Dear Mr. Soby:

I am sending you herewith copy which I have had made of
the De Chirico DISQUIETING MUSES, which we discussed on
the telephone. This copy ektachrome is for your files
and I send it with our compliments.

Please note that, compared with the original ektachrome,
the copy is somewhat redder in the strong reds and
somewhat denser and darker in all darks -- shadows, sky,
ete.

I send you warm greetings.

ons

Milton S.Fox
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Telephone: PLAZA 7-6161 Cable: ABRAMBOOK

H A R OOR Y N« ABRAMS

INCORPORATED

Publishers of Fine Art Books

6 WEST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N, Y,
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Telopbone: PLAZA 7-6161

H A RR ¥ N[ ABRAMS

INCORPORATED

Publishers of Fine Art Books

6 WEST S7TTH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.
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J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

Nov, 4,1962

Mr. Milton S, Fox
Harry n., Abrams, inc.,
6 West 57th St.

New York 19, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Fox:

Of the three de Chirico ektachromes you sent me, only the
Disquieting Muses seems to be ot be of inperest. The other two are
cyp§cEI potboilers such as de Chirico has turned out endlessly over the
past twenty years or longer; it's hard to date them precisely, but I find
them so poor in quality that I think your friend woufh regret buying them.

The Disquieting Muses is a puzzler, If you'll look on pages
126 and 127 in my Giorgio ﬁe Chirico, published by the Museum of Modern Art,

you'll see three versions of this picture published. The one you sent is

not any one of the three, as you can see by the different position of the
signature., On page 134 I give the historyf and print the letters relating

to the 1924 version which de Chirico painted for Paul Eluard when Giorgio
Castelfranco refused to sell the 1917 version exc;rt for a price which

then seemed high. I thought the picture ycu sent might be this one, but

it isn't; the picture used to belong to Henry Clifford and then to Mrs,
Jonathan Tichenor who presumably still owns it, though I'm not sure. I
believe that the version you sent was painted quite recently, but I can't

be sure without seeing the picture itself, The price asked is absurdly low,
which already makes one suspicious. The original (1917) version would be
worth £50,000 or over, but it belongs to the Mattioli Foundation and probably
never can be sold.

My advice to your friend would be not tc buy any one of the
three pictures. But I wish you could somehow persuade him to hang on to the
ektachrome of the Disquieting Muses so that I could borrow it for my files,
Having worked for about teen years on my two books on de Chirico, I -
doubt that I'll ever have the energy to do a new edition of the Museum book,
now out of print. But I can't resist puttering with the subject, since
I am sent photographs and color slides of works for sale here and in Europe,
All but two or three have proved to be forgeries cr later copies by the

Master himself,
Hope this information i€ of some help to your friend.

Best regards,

Sincerely,

P.S. Since George Braziller is soon publishing another book I've written
on Shahn, I should think it might be sensible to wait a while before
publishing the book I did for vou is new work is . > 2
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J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan, Conn.

Mr, Sarmel A. Fradidn,
3l Troy Ste,
Auburn, laine,

Dear Mr. Fradking

If the pleture is supposed to have bean painted between
1915, I would be very wery, since the merket sbounds in forgeries of &
o This is especially true &f Ghe market
Imowm about de Chirico's early works, since
Paris and sold there and the onmes from 1915
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SAMUEL A. FRADKIN 54 trROY STREET, AUBURN,

January

Mr. James T. Soby
Ryushy Ridee Road
New Canaan, Connecticut

Dear Mr., Soby!:

I have tried unsuccpssruljv to reach you on several
occasions when I have been in New York. It was finally
surrested by your secretary that 1 write to you at your
home «

I would like your advice and counsel on & DeChirico
which I bought last summer in Italy. While it came
from a reputable dealer who assures me it is authentic,
and has so written me, serious doubt is cast about the
authenticity of some of DeChirico's paintings by many
authorities, ineludine yourself, (I am in the process
of reading your book on peChirico now). =0, I cannot
rest until 1 have agsurance that my nicture is as
reported.

if possible, I would like to meet with you at the Modern
Museum on my next trip to New York. 1 plan to be there
February 16 and 17, and will, of course, suit my time

to0 yours on either of those two daysSe

I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.

Very truly yours,
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«q‘L‘I(‘EYL .1-!)?"/)}11\' 34 TROY STREET, AUBURN, MAINE

January 30, 1959

Mpr, James T. Soby
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Connectiecut

Dear Mr, Soby:

Many thanks for your prompt reply te my letter of
January Z2l.

Accordingly, I am sending you under separate cover
two photographs on which I would like your opinion.
I have cheecked, and find that neither of them is
in vour bhook on deChirico. The "Heetor" was sent
to me in error, Still I am curious and anxious to
know what you think of it. The smaller of the two
pietures--the "Piazza", is the one in which I am
primarily interested.

Just as soon as you have had an opportunity te
examine the pictures, would you be rood enough
to return them to me with your comments. I am
most appreciative.

Sincerely yours,

SAF/1h
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J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan, Conn.

Miss Rose M.Od.
L0 Rast 62%h ct,,
New YTork 21. H.X.

Dear Miss Fried:

I'm sorry to have been 20 long enswering vour latiar »f
March 2l about the de Chiricos I have been jammed with work,

T think I saw Colonel Berdesu's plcture scme yeers agp at
hds spartment in New York, Guite franily these neo-classical pietures
of the mdd-1520's don't interest me et all, though this is 2 quite typieal
one, For me they mark the beglwing of de Cirieo's ereative decline aftcr
the great "metaphysdieal” peried of 1911-19, but I am sure others will not
eshare my opindom ami the pleture should be saleshle.

; I% vas most ikind of you to give we firat chance &t the
victurs, and T arpreciate it, May I keep the photograph for my files?

With kindest regards,
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ROSE FRIED GALLERY
40 EAST 68 STREET « NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

Atist: DeCltIRice oit G eAlVA S

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
JOHN D. SC~{FF
107 WEBT B86TH ST,
NEW YORK CITY

ﬁ%ﬁ’%%« 222 -
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rose fried gallery

40 east 68th street, new york 21, n. y. REgent 7-8622

Dear Mr. Soby:

Enelosgsed, the promised photogrsph of
Colonel Lersy Berdesu's de Chirico.

The work mepsures 28" x 26¥: was scquired
in 1926 from The Chester Johnson Galleries in
Chicago. It came originally from Arthur Tooth and

L

Sons, Ltd., London. It hangs in Colonel Berdesu's
apartment here in New York, and may be seen there by
specisl errangement. He himself is out of the city
until about the middle of April, after which time
the work mey be seen here at the ga lery.

T would enpreciate very much word from
vou gs soon as8 possible, if you are interested, as I
am holding up offering it, giving you ~irst opportun-

With best rersonal meetings to you and

Sincerely yours,

R % f -\"‘"‘*"I?\

My, end lMrs. Jemes Soby
rrushy Ridge Road
llew Cansen, Connecticut
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Sincersly,

P.S, Would you like me to return the photograph?
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Pab, ll,1957

Urs, Stanley Freeman,
629 lo. Maple Drive,
Beverly Hills,
California.

Dear iirs, Freeman:

You must forgive my delay in answering your most kind letter
I have been ill with flu and only today have got baalimtolwm-}:. I'n deligh'bed’
to hear that you found my de Chirico book interesting, I worked on it at
inbervals for about fifteen years, and my main emotion about it just now is
that itts done at last,.

Your de Chirico, of which you sent me a photograph is reproduced
as plate IV in Waldemar George's book, Chirico (Faris, chffmimnspgu Jour, 1928)
George dates 1t 1920 and gives its title as Ies rivages de la Thessalis tplm‘lls.
In my opinion there i1s no question whatever ﬁm&w.
Moreover, 1 beliove Ceorge's date and title can be relied on, At this point

Gropge and de Chirico were close friends, Tndeesd, I seem to remember that somecne
in Faris told me 2t the Lime that de Chirico had worked with George cn the book,
which includes sume sxtremely interesting literary fragments by the artist, The
pictures in this 1926 series were inspired Ly de Chiricols enthusiasm for Sir

James Goorge Frazerts travel accounts of classical Greece, according to de Chiricots
brother, the late Alberto Savinio,

I do wyself prefor the earlier pictures, But they are exivemely
scarce now, and the market is flooded with forgeries and, alas, with versions
which de Chirico himself has cxecuted in recent vears and which are often
dated = Uy crooked dealers, if we can believe de Chirico's word, In any case
your picture is a real one of its time, and if it gives you pleasure, isn't that
all that matters?

My vepeated tharks for your kind words about my book, And I would
like to add that Waldemer George; whom I've known for years, is an honest man and
was an editor of considerable importance,

P.S. Would you like me to return the photograph?
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CENTRO ME

XICANO DE

Rio Volga No 3

Gaccia~ Beraz A

ESCRITORES, A.
México 5, D. F.

COMITE EJECUTIVE, JULIO JIMENEZ RUEDA
EFREN €. DEL POIO -

EDUANDO VILLASEROR = RAMON KiRAU “

MARGANET SHEDD

OSCAR MORINEAU

' The Sidney Janis Gallery
15 East 57th Street

New York 22, N.Y.

Gentlemen:

v

-
‘&

] ARTURG ARMAIZ ¥ FREG
[} CARLOS PRIETD

Searstario: Felipe Garcla #Boraza.

March 18, 1959.

By suggestion of Mr Klaus G. Perls, of Perls
Galleries, I am writing to you in regard a Chirico
painting I have, and that I would like te sell. Could
a of what such painting -a slide of
which I am ide¥gaing- would fetch in the U.S.A.?

you give we ani

@W

Vearr

FGB/cbg

An érly reply would be much appreciated.

Very truly yours,
<7
4

de Esgtitores
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VERLAG GERD HATJE

STUTTGART ALEXANDERSTRASSE 21 TEL. 241279

Mr. James Soby

Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan, Coun,

U.5.4. 4-11-1960 41

Dear MNr. Soby,

May we once more ask for your zssistance in the case of our forth-
coming publication on surrealism?

We also want to publish Chirico's (sorry, de Chirico's) "The Enigma
of the Oracle” but have found it impossibl tain a pho-
tograph. Mr. Tangen of the Museum of Modern ¢ i is not avail-
able there and in your book @ de Chirico ths only indication is
"Private collection, Italy". We have written to Gianni Mattioli,
Milan, but he has only "The nigma of the Houp" in his collec¢tion,

We would therefore be very grateful if you could give us a hint
from whom we might get the jermission for r:production as well as
a black and white photograpi.

Thank you very much in advance,

Sincerely yours,

VERLAG GERD HATJE(GMBH

a. Yoy

Anne Dahl
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Jack ao rdon

WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

I 22 WEST 54th ST. ¢ NEW YORK 19 e PLAZA 7.2277

GERTRUDE V. WHITNEY, FOUNDER

FLORA WHITNEY MILLER, PRESIDENT

June 20, 1960 LLOYD GOODRICH

Director

JOHN L. H. BAUR
Associalte Director

ROSALIND IRVINE
Curalor

JOHN GORDON
Crirator

MARGARET McEELLAR
Esxeculive Secrelory

Mr, James Thrall Soby
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N, Y.
Dear Mr,., Soby:
I thought you might like to have a copy of a letter I
received from de Chirico in reply to my request for his
opinion of the small El Duo which I own.

I believe you told me that his attitude on forgeries
was quite reliable.

With best wilshes,

Sincerely yours,

Tath Ynndoe—

Curator
JG:epr

enclosure
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WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

22 WEST 54th ST. ¢ NEW YORK 19 e« PLAZA 7.2277

GERTRUDE V. WHITNEY, FOUNDER

FLORA WHITNEY MILLER, PRESIDENT

May 17, 1960 LLOYD GOODRICH

Director

JOHN L. H. BAUR
Associate Direclor

ROSALIND IRVINE
Curator

JOHN GORDON
Curalor

MARGARET McEKELLAR
Exveslive Secrelary

Mr, James Thrall Soby
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
Dear Mr, Soby:

I want to thank you again for looking at my small de Chirico
(after your large ELl Duo).

I have written to de Chirico and sent a photograph to him.
I will let you know what he has to say.

A photo is enclosed herewith for your files.
With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Curator
JGtepr

enclosure
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I sball also write Mr, Sisson as scon ag

ing the two 1917 de Chiricofs ia photographs

Hunioh,

to see

thanks for your most informative and helpful letter., I

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY |
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J. T, SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn
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Werner Haftmann Rernoeckerweg 22
Gmund - Tegernsee

November 6, 1959

Ttalian paintings in exchange for a Mancini. I saw the paintimg
still in 1933, Recause it was not at all "entartet" I feel
guite sure that it should be still in the "Depot" of the
National-Galerie, I'll try to find that out.

Referring to your p. 30: In 1940 I had a very pleasant
evening with de Chirico in a trattoria at Milan., He was
very eager to hear something about Kubin and he asked me

a lot of questions. He told me, f.i., that when in Munich
he was deeply impressed by Kubin; he remembered especially
a certain drawing showing a street in a mediaeval town; on
the street there was a strange, lonely looking chair. Thus
obvioulsy the pittura metafisica was already on the march.

Yesterday I saw Mr. Richard Sisson, 176 2nd Ave. He has a
painting by de Chirico of 1926 from the series The archaelo-

gists. He showed me a photograph of a de.ChiriEﬁ_ﬁirﬁrﬂg'_"
must be here in New York., This drawing is dated 1916,
too. But I am not too sure about it. Maybe it's about 1924-25,

po’-Oo
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Werner Haftmann Rernoeckerweg 22
Gmund - Tegernsee
November 6, 19859

Mr., James Thrall Soby
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.

Dear Mr, Soby:

1. The two pencil drawings by de Chirico belong to M. Henri
Seyrik, Beyrouth, Lebanon. ke titles are Le Muse Sorelle
and Camera Incantata. They are signed and dated 1917, and
1 am guite sure that this date is correty. 1 saw these
drawings two'years ago in M. Seyriks appartement at reyrouth
and I noticed that the fixative had deteriorated so that it
could conceivably damage the drawings. M. Seyrik told me to
take the drawings to Munich where they were carefully cleaned
by the Graphische Sammlungen. They are now in perfect conditién
and still in the Graphische Sammlungen at Munich. When during
the restoring the drawings were detached from the card-board,
on the back of one of them there appeared another study,
nemely an architectural sketch and some anatomical dudies.
T had all three drawings photographed and I'11l send you the
photographs right after my return to Munich.(About two weeks
from now).

The early landscape by de Chirico came to the Natiom 1-
Galerie in Berlin in 1931-32 with a group of other modern
Ttalian paintings in exchange for a Mancini. I saw the painting
still in 1933. Pecause it was not at all "entartet" I feel
quite sure that it should be still in the "Depot" of the
National-Galerie. I'll try to find that out.

Referring to your p. 30: In 1940 I had a very pleasant
evening with de Chirico in a trattoria at Milan. He was
very eager to hear something about Kubin and he asked me

a lot of questions. He told me, f.i., that when in Munich
he was deeply impressed by Xubin; he remembered especially
a certain drawing showing a street in a mediaeval town; on
the street there was a strange, lonely looking chair. Thus
obvioulsy the pittura metafisica was already on the march.

Yesterday I saw Mr. Richard Sisson, 176 2nd Ave. He has a
painting by de Chirico of 1926 from the series The archaelo-

gists. He showed me a photograph of a de ChiriEﬁ‘ﬂiiiﬁ?@?“
W must be here in New York. This drawing is dated 1916,

too. But I am not too sure about it. Maybe it's about 1924-25.

p-,oO-
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If you are interested, Mr. Sisson will be glad to give you

any information you wish,

With kind regards,

sincerely yours,

1}'\"(/'-‘./J--J f"i‘ aJ(JYd""‘— i e
Werner Haftmann

Tl
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J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road
New Canaan, Conn.
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Danxr Er, Boby:

I hope You got meanwhile the photos of tl.e De Chirico-Drawings,
The exact titles and dimensions ares
= La Camera triste, Pencil on white pm er ) ¢ 320 mm

" (backside:~ anatomical studies, landscape,objectsetc

- Le Muse Sorelles, Poncil white pmoer, 195 ; 320 mm

Both drawings in the collection ofi- Henti Seyrig, Beyrouth,

|
|
The Printing 'Serenade! ( Your book p,20 with the title (land- |
cape') belongs to the Nat, Gallery Besrlin Kat, FNo, 1723, It is :

still in the Depot of the Net, Gall, in Bast - Berlin, 0il
119 : 82 cm. If You need a photo plesse let me know, I can mana,
ge it to get a photo through friends,

In the National Gal lerie, Depot East-Berlin is also the por-
trait of de Chirico's brother Alberto dsted 1910 (Your
book p. 24) @il on canvas, 120 :¢ 75 cm, Kat. No, 1722. If You
need a photo see above,

With best compliments

Tog -
i = i truly Yours

k 4 | S
bt goet —+

teo Mo u Bave, Vrenaan B e e

(DI‘. Warner Ezftmmn)
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY
College of Arts and Sciences
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS

February L, 1958
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY
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Mr. James Thrall Soby
Museum of Modern Art
11 W. 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Jimi

May I thank you again for helping us to obtain the Chirico
painting from Mrs. Freeman. It was very effective in our exhibition.

At the same ti wenld like to get your advice on where I can
obtain a photograph ofChikico's "Horses on the Sea Shore" for an
article in the College Art Journal by John Alford. I also would like
to have a photograph of one of the semi-abstract architectural groups
of figures made of T-squares and the like (he ealls these robots).
Any advice you can provide will be greatly appreciated by both of us.

Yours very truly,

Henrsr R. Hope JP
Editor 2
College Art Journal
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THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

February 4, 1944

Jamesg Thrall Soby
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York City

Dear Mr. Soby:

HRecently in New York I saw what I considered to
be a fine early Chirico representing two maniking
at the Marie Passedoit Gallery.

A friend of mine is interested in the possible
acquisition of an early Chirico, and since this

one is not represented in your book (Migs Passedoit
pointed thie out) I am taking the liderty of writ-
ing you to inquire about it, and also to inquire
if you happen to know of other Chiricos of this
period which are on the market.

Sincerely yours,

e K b

Henry R. Hope
Chairman
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Mr. J.T. Soby

Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan
CONNECTICUT
U.S.A.
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