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JAMES THRALL SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan, Conn.

Dec, 28,1956

Dear Mrs. Chanin:

I have seen the picture which appears in the
de Chirico himself several times, I think in Milan, though I
this late point. It is not a very good picture and I would 88
by de Chirico much later than the sarly perioed (1911-19).

The only authentic early works related to the N ia of the
Infinite IhammmathhmsmMmedml?@lMl?;ﬁwsﬁ.
[ doubt very much that there are other true wowks from the tower series, But
of course I don't know the picture you refer to.

The Nector and Andromache is more puzzling, since this is the
subject which has been copled by de Chirico and others endless times, at
various dateg. From the evidence of the photograph, this seems a much betier

of this subject than the ons, also dated 1918 (which I doubt is the

picture

right date), reproduced on page 143 of my book. I can't tell you more about
this picture without actually seeing it. If Abe could take it to Alfred ts
office in the lMuscum, I could have a look at it on January 3rd, whe

be there for a meeting.

Meamwhile, I would be extremely wary about three de icos.
We are nearing the mmerical limit for pictures created dur short a span
of time (during a good part of this period de Chirico was or in the
Ttalian Army). I am always suspicious of pictures dated 1918, 1 tried to
W:nqrbock,dechiricoumtohnwuttladmthslslﬂmuom bout
which little is known, He had just been released from the Army, 1 think
wmdmdwlitﬂs,nndluummthmmrndmmw
1 really think belong to thal year.

one final point: is the picture dated 1921 in tewpera
During that year de Chirico used tempera almost exclusively, having
ily by his copies of Michelangelo & Co., and by his studies
(see page 159 in my book).

Anyway, let's have a look at the loctor and Andromache if Abe
can bring it in before January 3rd. And do be carelul, de
Chirdco's carly works is soaring, as you probably know (I have just been
offered a straight Bocklin job of c. 1909 for §7,500,a small and unimportant
ture), I suspect all pictures by de Chirico coming from Ttaly, where they

less about his early work than amywhere else, the best pletures having
pearly all been sold in Parls or elsewhere long before the Italians understood
how important he was at that early point,

Regards, Happy New Year to you and Abe,
Hurriedly,
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B margit m 34 west 65th street m new york, n.y. m trafalgar 3-0339 m

New York, Dee, 26,56
Dear Mr, Seby;

Forgive me feor troubling you with some more Chiriece
¥uzslu. I hope, at least, they will have seme value for yeur
iles,

Last week some—-one brought me two Chirice's; one
is shown behind the artist in the enclosed phote ef Chirice.
The other 1s am almost exaet transcription of the Museum's
Hostalgia ef the infinite, of 1913-1l;, In this new one,there
is a somewhat larger landscape unit to the left., It is dated
on the canvas,1921, is 51 1 em, and comes with an affa-
davit signed by Chiriee in 1956, Are they variants by the
artist, or the work of some skilled assistant? In any case,
am I wrong in assuming that they have hardly any colleecter
value?

I am alse enclosing the phote of a Hector and
Andromache, which arrived from Europe. I de not knew if it
is truly s 1918 version, or a later variant, and would
appreciate your comment, I am told the original celors are
not as bluish as the transpareney. Has it any genuine
collectors value?

Again, forgive me troubling you in this knotty area.
And I would appreciate the return of the phetes, since they
do not belong to me, Would you be interested in photostats?

T br i,

Margit Winter Chanin
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

1iSa. . chanin m 34 west 65th street m new york, n.y. m trafalgar 3-0339 m

lew York, Dec. 10th,56
Dear Mr, Soby;

Enelosed are photostats of the -'.ro d thious
Chirico's. Ineidentally, th 10y were offered to me
from a usually rellable scurce dn Swi L,nrq and, I
think it would be fun 1f you duplicated de 1la
Fallle's "The False Van Gogh" ‘:;:‘T.th " The False
Chirico"

Also, I have a fine Brancusi gouache, acquired
from the ﬁr‘isi himself past summer.Should v be

interested, I would be happy to mail you a color

tpansparency.

M‘ulal‘?{%% %m

Margit Winter Chanin




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY TS .8 3

® margit m 34 west 65th street m new york, n.y. m trafalgar 3-0339 m

Dec,1st,1956

J«Ts Soby
Brushy Ridge Road
Hew Canaan, Comm

Dear Mr. Soby;

Thank gou very mich for your comment on

the Chirico's,

I must return the photographs, but I will
have nhotostats made and send them to you for your
records.

It was very kind of you to take the trouble
to reply - thanks again - and regrrds from my husband,
the docent,

Sincerely -

vleonpf ei, Ao Clcecs,. .,

Hargzit Winter Chanin

_;T"
1*1!:1?" ;

A3
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J. T. SOBY
Brushy Ridge Road

New Canaan, Conn.

Miss it Winter Chanin
3 West, &5t St., 4
New York, N.Y.

Dear Miss Chanin:

I have the photographs of the two paintings with de Chirico's
name inscribed on them which you sent me on November 21st.,

a opinion without seeing
dubious, from the
8 of de Chirico's early

May I keep the ph my records? If not rhaps
m-mht-mmmmmm:mutmmmw-&:

Sincerely,




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY TS .8 3

m margit m 34 west 65th street m new york, n.y. m trafalgar 3-0339 m

Nov. 21,1956

Dear Nr. Soby;

Recently, I recieved these two photographs
from BEurope. I am skephical as to their authenticity,
and I would deeply appreciate your off-the-record
opinion, Moreover,perhaps you would be interssted
in noting them for your own records,

By way of explanation,perhaps I should
mention that my interest in this matter 1s, to a large
extent,that of a private dealer. I have been lucky
enocugh to find and place some important oils -
Kandinsky, Klee,Degas,lModigliani, Picasso,Shahn,ete. -
and I'd hate to burn my fingers on a dublous Chirico.

G b

Harpgit Winter Chanin.

Thanks in advance,
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