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ce:  Mr. Soby \/

e s M;rou for letting me Mabntthem

'jI tions. 45 & matter of f t.,thucmmw

. Soby's book on Shahn which we have just prepared
m&ormBaummm 1 appreciate =

your letting me inow so quickly about it. I shall pass
your letter on to Mr, Soby. 2. ue

Singerely,

. Stephen 8. Kayser, Curstor
?hl Jewlsh Theologicsl Seminery of America
Eroadway and 122 Street
New York 27, N, I,
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THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
NORTHEAST CORNER, BROADWAY AND 122ND STREET

e vonx /,.;g;,,,'fr P P il

January 31, 1947

Dear Dr. Barr:

It took me 8 few days to find ocut scmething
abcut the Illuminaticns by bgn Shahn. They represent the
pictcrial acccompaniment to the text of the Haggedah which
is the text read in the homes during the celebraticn of
the Passcver Festival, the sc-called Seder evenings. The
Hebrew text cf the preyers, narrstives end songs as they
are teken tcgether in this Haggadeh, 1s just & ccpy of
the traditicnal rendering. However, the wecrds gre written
without the vewels and therefcre herdly usable fcr the
average reader. Therefcre the werk has s rather unique
character and inasmuch as the plctcrial part is predomi-
nent, it most certeinly has tc figure under gen Shahn's
works of art and will nct come under the heading of HNMan-
usceripts. 1 will put it cn display et cur cpening shcw
at the Museum.

As far as L could trace it,—twe pieces are
taken cutj;- it ccnsists ef thirteen sheets. 1 conslider
it of great artistic velue. The use of the humen figure
in scme way tcuching upcn the basic themes of Egyptisan
figure psainting withcut imitating it, is c¢f unique qual-
ity. L might say thcse sheets represent the smallest
murals | have ever seen. L am convirnced that listing
this greoup of pictures, which coculd be called an I1lumi-
nated Haggadeh, amcng Ben Shahn's werks cf ert is mest

gppropriate.

Trusting L cculd be cf scme service tec ycu
in this matter, L remain with kindest regards

Ycurs, very sincerely,

Deetcr Stephen S. Kayser
Curator

Dr. Alfred garr Jr.

Direcher, Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York Clty
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Tre .12 drawings for the Baggadsh are mine
als. Bgre m
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