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awWay.
wonder
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Bill, e

Ve

{

Thy did you run away from me?

eaples who aect like
touchs~talons do.

You know, ther you? Come closer.
These are hands,.

BOY (Backs away)

I do not like to obey commands. I reject all commands,
The only time I ever saw my father, when I was vVery young,
made me stand rigi r at attentlion before him while
told me what my 11 was to ] I was con
be manly 211l and become rarrior ar
; nd th myself. / If I
had 7 m an )€ .e-L_rd Lhe,peat
é? my 1ife 0 ¥ heen out thet oned
ig command of m; i y 1ife 3 1ave become a

O HIEL

to be To > al T do not lik n act roles
¢t all

(13 [ =

ol R e e ¢
A

lever. You mean il T am ecting
ict a role, and aki *h-t unrt of

=

MAN
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BOY

The difference is thiss; I am meking up my own role as I go
along, at leasg. I am improvising, Spontaneously!

MAN

How self-consclious you still are. Soon a role will come
along for you to rlay, & role commended to you, already
written without your consultation, and you will accept it
Joyfully, and finally forget yourself, and finally become
yourself. PFPerhaps this role has already come &£lODg,
Ganymede,

BOY

Genywede?! Why do you call me that?

What is your name

I don't.have one. I left.my ne, alomg with my toys *r'ld
my father's commands,’n the palace when I ren eway. It's
o0dd, you should call m hat though. It's my lamb's name.

That's aimest the only neme I found when I looked:in my
memory.. I don't re: er my fother's neme, or my country's.
I don't know my own name-—or yours. What is it? “Eaglel?
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BOY

As youwish. «Well, Begle, as I was saying, I have a poor
emory for names. I only remem ver "Gon_;rﬂde ——cnd one-other,

AN
re dld you hear these nanes?
BOY
Once at my father's lace, an old men, half-blind, ceme

r:andnmnr‘ in. y father mmanded t to state his business,
and he sald he was noe I aske wh e ':'JO.;t WES==—

gaw your father once.

T d1d. This was the same time, I was the ;“:, standing at

; 0, 1 Lhose co:::*.:ncis [L.:r‘ ed at me, when the
poet en the room suddenly. wag almost blind; I
think hls nam 2 : SO Li_-e "‘10 ner, " thoug,h I
Can't be =sure. Home g 18 T°E n name?

et WaBaeee"

reciting a role.

was & man who told
ories or just mythical,
'sn't eny differenca, M._#v-

oF CoOURsS&E—
hat about the name < Ganymed Gany=-=-I1 mean, Lemb?

to 1 T+'s in the story the poet told. I can

Tell 1t to me.

Once upon a time




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Buriton g

AN
mean, there was a king.
BOY

shouldn't

No, the noet said it
Lo

! be told in the past tense,
There ls a king, who has a s
18-=

& son, who has a name. His name

Genymede?

Have you heard

name in the whole

BT -

No, but the king's son is the most bezutiful mortal vho
ever lived.

the most beauti-

seme thing,.

name ia?

beautliful mortal.




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

Buriton e

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

BOY
You Xeep prompting me...The most beautiful mortal who ever
Iived. Ome iayj the king of 2ll the godswezll the godsS...

{2euse. $

dave you forgotten?

38 .gnother name here
yre beautiful than
remember.

8hell I say 1t for you?
BOY

How do vou know it? ¥You have heard the story before.
MAN

I'm still guessing.

looks down from the hes and cees (Ganymede and falls
' Er A X bW E i i
in love with him.

s
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BOY

Not Genymede, the other one, the one you said.

flies down to

does he find him, in the 'king's palace?

BOY

No, on & hillside, beimg a shepherd. We You're mixing

me up with your questions, You're

own life with the story. Let me

embrages-nim, and flies away wlth

(Stares up into the sky.)
MAN

Is there more atory?

The eagle turne back &-nan.

And becomes th

nmelting me confuse my
inish...finds Ganymede, !
him--back into the sky.

I wmean, & god.

around, He finds
C\]l)"cr.?."l"c‘-:‘ tDens
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most powerful god, the king of

I? . What is my name?

furious and

the whole
and.cursed at
ction to escape.

Then I'11l know yours.
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HAN

name is Ganymede.

Your name is Zeus,
(He kneels.

ky now?

I'M mot used to it--and I don't

to it too gulekly. Call me the Lamb a

I know, and I future has been
commanded to me snd I accept t nmand. Joyfully, just
ag you said. I am eager to play the role of myself-~fonr
£ my' life.

my role neow

ks
the rest o

your life.

There's no

None at all., am th 1ding of your story. But I went you
to say, not 1@ rest of my 1ife," but "forever.™

to do something and I obeyed

obeying. It came so naturelly!
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GANYMEDE

Something else is diffsrént, This isn't like solilogquey
any more, seven two of-them, It's real dialogue., For the
Zirst time in my life! Command me again. Tell me to say
"forever" =zgzain. s

ZEUS

oy | 7 - P .
ay "foreve:

(Bauses) But what does that mean, "“forever?™

It means th y wlll
I glve you-- ortality.

Oh. Phank youd

=

too young t

(¥

It's very nice, esvecially since
with you.

ZEUS

Youth 1s not only unafreld death, it is wvaln., Ferhaps

the two are the same Ganynede--=Lamb-=

I give you a llkeneas of jy wlll cause the world

t0 remember you alwal it of the most beautiful
who

PR T ——
gLacue Ol

=ir and

ous sculptor?
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ZEUS

F»ﬂifﬁﬂies? o, I mean a portralt even more enduring than
hat,

GANYMEDE

A& flower? Like the spring hmyscinth which was created in
the image-of ...o0f...

ZEUS
Of Hyaeinthus, another beautiful mortel,' Acollo's -friend,
réng sgaln. You =re mors beautiful than Hyacinthus, and
your likeness shall be too.

o~
- A I,

ZEUB

I give you your likeness creat will

#:] I
order the star-artists to make your v ral n the night

aky for all to see, There will be z new
it will be you.

GANYMEDE
_Thank you.
ZEUS

§t1i11l disesppointed? Then what gift can I offer you?
Everything is In my

Everything but knowling whe
Do not ask too much.

Pon't be angry. What I want is very small and simple, Why
do you think I ran away Ifrom my home?

be ordered about, but that's all
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GANYMEDE
And because I yanted to do something on my own, Being a

shepherd ls=-was--very humble, but 1t was a role I echose
for myself.

GANYMEDE

Story before 3

The cupbearer to Zeus! Give me th Let me have something
to do. I ean mour your nectar whenever you're thirsty. I
know it isn't much more thah being a shepherd but it would

be my /own fespons r'bz’ﬁ'l/,
ZEUS
be thirsty very

ATV,

And that's ¢
beginning of

eway, I'11l show you.
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GCANYMEDE

ZEUS
&n bring your toy if vou want,

YMEDE

LI

s now. I've changed. I have & name now
and kesSporsib/ (i Z/v. . Goodbye, toy lamb.

ZEUS

you wish. But you could have brought

them long =g@.
'MEDE
efraid I might

No more, though.

ahve namel

apye,

ZEUS

Take me

age.)

think I can fly,
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GANYMEDE
right here, Let me watch you.
ZEUS

The sight would dazzle your eyes into blindness. Cover
them and w=it there.
eyes and walts,
h uncovers hie
shen rums ' after Zeus,

i \

gtare. )

k on.)
tricked me. I'm not really

(Looks up

The eagle! There he i m Ganymede, Weit for me!
(Runs up the h and retches his arms up i
the air. nan ch up out of sight of
the audience.)

slowly lifted into the air.)
minute.
down and runs back down the hill teo
X p the toy lamb.)
me, Genymgde--I mean, lamb, After all, I'm not
really so old yet. d 4 pi il fe
(Runs baok up-the hill,
gle!l
slowly lifted into the ailr until he is
etaely out of sight.)
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(The boy comes closer to him,)

BOY

Collection:
Bunidon

always do the opposite of what I am told ® do.

KAN
Run away,

You asewne that I intend to touch you, then? These are hands. Come
BOY
(Backs sway)

I do not obey commands, I
Very well then, go away.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY
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it's just about the only name 1 found when I looked in
remember ay father's name, or hie kingdom's. I don't
yours. What is it?

HAN

For now, call mwe....the sagle., And what shall I call you?
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Hy name? I've told you Ganymede 18 not my name.
HAR
hummmvwnn.m-nmmmx-mm.
BOY

As wish, Well, Lagle, as I was saying, 1 have a poor memory for
BN 00 SHLT SPEes Sve B o ta S D _,

HAN

h -

same time, I was there, awm.nn

flying at me, when suddenly the appeared,

I think his name sounded something " Homery*
but i'm not sure, "Homer"...jis that a name?

HAN
o on. You were saying, "1 asked what a poet was.,.."
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BOX

I'-o;:l.n.toit. It's in the story the poet told. I remember it so
M L] . v b

HAN
Tell it to me.
BOY
I will, Once upon a time, there is a king--
HAN
You mean there was & king.

No, the poet said it shouldn'
king, who has a son, who has

Thank you.

His name ig Canymede, and it is the most beautiful name on earth,
HAN '

Was that part in the story?
20) 4

Not exmctly, but the king's son is the most beautiful and handsome
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BEre A : Py : . 3 o ’ =l e SRgPode, ¥
KAN

Therefore it follows that his name must be the most besutiful name on
earth?

BOY
Exactly! Your logic is as good as mine,
HAN

BOY

person and his name are the same thing, what your name is like
what you are like.

And can the reverse be true, that what you are like comesfrom what your name
iie like?

BOY

I can't be sure of that, 1 have no name,
HAN

Continue the story. "The most beautiful and handsome human being on earth..."
BOY gl

prompting me.... let me see...human being on earth. One day, the
Eu?mmwm.m..aumwumm y

HAN
Have you forgotten?

I haven't forgotten anything.

Well?
BOY
One day, the king of all the gods and goddesses—there is another name
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here and I can't say it, It'lliﬂ.ﬂh.ﬂhlﬁﬁlﬁ.“‘
It's the only other name I remember,

MANY
Shall 1 say it for you?
BoY
n-uaommmmmmmamm
MAN
I'm still guessing,

Then guess.

Not Ganymede, the other one. The one you said,
HAN
Leus,
BOY
ki then disguises himself as an eagle, flies down to earth, finds Ganymede--
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X

Say 1% 1 command you,

m tl.-..to Zeua}
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First tell me what mine is,

Then?
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GANYDEDE

Are you going to take me away into the sky now? = °
2EUS

Yes, Oanymeds.
GANYMEDE

Don't call me that yet, I don't want to get used to it too quickly.
Call me the Lamb a little longer,

ending of your story. But I want you to say, mot
life," but to say "forever."

told to do something and 1 obeyed you., 1 dida't
ulobql-:c.lte-.lomml

it would, So maturally that you haven't even noticed how you've
commands for some time now,

GANIMEDE
ticed something else different too. This isn't like

separate ones. It's real dialogue. You sep,
wrote the plays—
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, y 14k : ZBUs . rosd, Ser I wild
LS 3E y X e ol vie ey
I know, I heard you explaining it to your lamb earlier.
GAR YvieDE
How did you hear? khere were you? I didn't see youl
LEUS
I was very close. I was in your thoughts.
GAN D4LDE

Heal dialoguel! For the first time in my life. Command me again. What do
you wish me to do? Tell me to say "forever" agaih,

IEUS

1 command you-~that is, if you want to-=to say "forever,."
GANDEDE

Forever. Forevery....but what does that mean, "forever?”
ZEUS

It meand that you will never die, but live near me always. I give yous=
imsortalityl

GANYMEDE
Ohe Thank you very muche
U3

Are you disappointed? Are you still too young to thrill at the idea of
imnortality?

GAN [MEDE

It's very nice, especially since it means I will always and forever be
with you.

2508
Thank you.
QAN YMEDE
But there is somsthing else 1'd like, something I truly want,
bl

Youth is not only unafraid of death, it is vain, Perhaps the two
same thing, Very well, GanymeliessLamb-—1 give you yourself, An
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mortal who ever

2 kLl ovelr wakhk,

Praxiteles? No, I mean a portrait even more enduring than that,
GAN MEDE

A flower? Like the bud of spring which was created in the image ofeesc0fcece
ZEUS

Hyacinthus, another beautiful mortal and friend to Apollo. Wrong agdin,
q‘tmmwmm. and your likeness shall be too.

Still disappointed? Then what gift can I offer you? All is in my power,
GAN YHEDE

All but knowing what I really want.
4EUS

Do not ask too much, You are not a god.
GANELDE

Don't be angry. 1 am not presuning; what I want is very small and simple.
Why do you think I ran away from my childhood?
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s
Because you didn't 1ike to take orders, but that's all over with.
GANYMEDE

And because I wanted to do something ob my own. Being a shepherd is—
was--very humble, but it was & role 1 chose for myself,

ZEUS

Hait! There was a part of the story you told me that was unfamiliar to
me. What was it?

GARY LDE
Then you had heard the story beforel
LEUS

GANYMEDE
"Something helpful and useful to do..e."
ZEUS
How you are prompting me. "iHe becomes the—"
GANYRBEDE
to Zeus] Give me that.Let me

' » 1 can't wait to start being your cupbearer.
mrmmztl.mim bility like that, it means you're grown up.
And I can't wait to grow up.

ZEUS

to Zeus....and that's the end of the mythical story, but just
the begimning of the real one.
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GAN XHEDE
thm%wmrh“uu-.
e ; L.
Yes, there is. If you are ready to go away now, 1 will show you,
GAN fanDi
So this is the end of my story,
Yes,

And of yours, too?
ZisUs

No, mine has many other chapters--some closed, some yet to open.
GANTHEDE

With other people in them? Other Ganymedes?
4EUS

Not other Ganymedes. Of you there is only one, for all time, But I

have a wife, children, other friends, other lovers., 1 play many roles
and take many shapes.

GANYHEDE
Will I have those too—wife, children, friends, lovers?
LEUS
uo.ml-ummhlhn.l:.
GANYMEDE
Then you will leave me, Will I mind, will it hurt me?
LS
lo, for you will always be just as you are at
ta:thrl. you will mmemwoiagmx be high above
of growing up, of growing old.
GAN D{EDE
Then I want never to grow up.
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ZEUS

You never will, You will stay as you are now.
GANYMLDE

What am I now? A little boy?

hlm-

Then am I a man yet?

u'm"ﬂb.o

What am 17 Tell me,.

You are a youth.

wWhat is that?
ZEUS
Touth? A sprinkling of golden hairs.
GANYNEDS

Then you are not one.

Don't be arrogant.
GANYMEDE

' 're not. 1 don't think I'd like it
e s g o L

LBUS
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‘I don't mate you, not at all,
ZEUS
Are you reedy to go with me now?

-m.wmhnﬂh
(To toy lamb:) Goodbys,

Tou can btring your toy if you want,
GANYNEDE

1'm too old for toys now. I'um.luwlmm.mam
to play, and a responsibility, Goodbye, toy lamb,

<EUS
A8 you wish. But you could have brought him,
AN YMEDE
Goodbye, father and kingdom,
LEUS
But you said goodbye to them long ago.
GARXHEDE
Not really. I was alweys afraid I might return to them.
ZEUs
lio longer, though. ;
GARDDE
No longerjeceand goodbye, nameless shepherd boy.
kUs
Hello, Ganymede.
(PR TINETS
Hello, Leus, It already feels more comfortable, Take me away now,

(Zeus turns away and starts to walk offstage.)
Where are you going? Take me with you!
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2808
1 must become the esgle again. You don't think ] can fly, do you?
Do it right here., Lot me watch you.

LBUS

sight would dazzle your eyes into blindness., Cover them and wait there.
- (He exits. Ganymede his eyes and
waits, then ppeks, He them again,
waits a moment more, around
and runs offstage after Zeus, Soon he
runs back on stage.)

GALN YMEDE

L} find
B i (Runs off again, then back on)
lie's disappeared) He tricked me, I'm not really Ganymede at all and he's

- {mklus‘intomth:ﬂliv)
o L v . t
PR RN TN o 5 swmwmmm-mmﬂ
up into the air, iidis hands reach up out
of sight of the sudience.)

(He starts to be lifted slowly into the air.)

(mhmmmmu;kmmun
and pleks up the toy lamb.

Come with me, Ganymede——1 mean, lamb, After all, I'm not really so old
yet, 1 suppose 1 never will be,

(Rune back up the hill)
Eaglel I'm ready nowl (e 1o aleody LiSed S500 She e SR
he is completely out of sight.)

Closerl
Wait, Let me down a moment,

CURTAIN
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