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Mr. Walter De Maria
42 Walker Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. De Maria:

From March 2 fo March 3| the Museum of Contemporary Art plans to
organize an exhibition called "Art By Telephone" which will empha-
size the concepfual nature of many works produced today. The idea
originated, | bellieve, with Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, whe in 1922 ordered
by felephone five painfings In porcelain enamel from a sign factory.
He had the factory's color chart before him and he had sketched his
palntings on graph paper. AfT the other end of tThe wire the factory
supervisor had the same kind of paper and took down the dictated
shapes in the correct position. Moholy describes this incident In
his The New Vision.

| would like to invite you to participate in this exhibition since,

if you haven't worked in this way, you would at least feel sympathetic
to the idea of leaving the execution of your works to a craftsman or
manufacturer. Should you be willing to lend us your cooperation and
tell us what kind of work in what materials you envisage having
executed, then we will provide you with a list of the best craftsmen
in that and related areas here in Chicago who would closely fol low
your Instructions.

We would, of course, need tc have a budget and an ldea of how much
+ime the work will ftake. Should you wish To go beyend a budget in

the $200 o $300 range then we might want to negetiate sharing costs
with you or your dealer. We are not striving for permanency, although
you may waat to take possession of the work following the exhibition.
I f not, we would ask your permission to disassemble and destroy it.

In addition, | would |ike your permission to tap the telephone conver-
sation between you and the craftsman so the craffsman will have a
record and we will have the basic material from which fo edit+ a phono-
graph record in commemoration of The show.

237 € Ontario st,Chicogo 606n,Wh 3-7755
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Mr. De Maria -2 = 29 November |967

I would like fo hear from you not only whether you are willing fo
cooperate but alsc any suggestions as to artists you feel should also
be included. In all |iklihood we will come up with some |12 to 15
prospective participants, all of enough stature to make this a
significant exhibition. !

Hoping that with your help the above exhibition may be realized and

rging you to get in touch with me at your earliest convenience, |
emain,

P.5. Marcel Duchamp, whom | asked before approaching anybody else,
sent me a letter, a copy of which is enclosed. | felt that, in spife
of his Inabllity fto participate, his reaction was positive and
encouraging.
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Jan,8,1968

Mr, Jan van der Marktk
2?37 e.0Ontario St.
Chicaro, Illinois

Dear Mr. van der Marcks

Thankyon very much for your invitation to participate in
the ®* Art By Telephone" exhibition.

I feel rmuich sympathy toward an effort which would emphasize
the conceptual nature of art.

I have worked in this fashion since 1959/60.

In 1961 I hadctwo wooden boxes constructed for me from written

notes made in 1960. These notes for the Boxes for Meaningless

Work and twn other sculptures Columm with a Ball on Top and
rise Box as well as notes for imagined environmental sit-

uations are published in the book entitled AN ANTHOLOGY, edited

and published by La Monte Young & Jackson MacLow,published 1963,

Since 1965 I have been working with a metal shop in the fabrication
of my work. So you can see that your proposal has greatly intrigued

mes
I have very carefully considered the many important points that

yourcshow will emphasize and I am enclosing a description of a
object/situation which can most powerfully give to you my spirit.

NER
JAMES BYBRS is the onlyﬁzrtist I would recommend for participatione.
he may be reached through Richard Bellamy in New York.

Sincerely

Yy attoc Ll taio

Walter De Maria

27 Howard St.

P.O. Box 258 N.Y.13 M.Y. 10013
Wo 6 2574
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PROJECT:

ART 3Y TELEPHONE SXHIBITION
CHICACO: IUSHUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
MARCH 2 - 31, 1968

A STANDARD BLACK DESK MODLE TELEPHONE IS INSTALLED AT THE D OF A
25 to 50 FT. BLACK INSTALIATION CORD.

THE TELEPHONE IS PLACED DIRECTLY ON THE FLOOR - NO PEDESTAL - I OR

NEAR THE CENTER OF THE EXHIBITION AREA, THE CORD IS STRETCHED TIGHT

ATD HELD DOWN WITH THE FEWEST NUIBER O STAPLES DEEMED NECESSARY FOR
SAFTY,

N0 OBJECT MAY BE PLACED WITHIN 5 FEET OF EITHER SIDE OF THE CORD,
NOR WITHI 10 FEET OF THE TELEPHONE

B'
DIAGRAMS A,B,Al'D C SHOYW THREE POSSIBLE INSTALLATIONS.
A, TO BE USED IF I'OT A LARGE AMOUNT OF SPACE IS AVAILABLE,
B, TO BE USED IF A ILARGE SPACE IS AVATLABLE
C. TO BE USED I INDIVIDUAL BAYS OR ROOMS ARE USED,
DOTS SHOW THE FIELD OF CLARITY.

THE TELEPHONE IS TMSTALLED S0 THAT NO ONE CAN CALL OUT ON IT, KO DIAL TONE,
NO NUMBER APPEARS ON THE PHONE,

ONLY THE ARTIST EAS THE NUMBER OF THE TELEPHONE,
HE MAY CALL INTO THE MUSEUM DURING THE HOURS OF THE EXHIBITION AT RANDOM INTERVALS.

CONTINUED PAGE TVWO
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VAGE 170

PROJECT:

ART RY TULIEUQONR
CHICAGO > USTIN. O CONTRMPORARY ART
FARCH 2 - 7, 1968

TH? ARTIST 'ILL THRY TELEPHONE INTO THE IXHIBITION AND OVl THE
PERIOD O T"7 IONTH USE 5200 WORTH OF THELEZPHONE TIIE I CONVIR.ING

WITH YHICH: VIR VISITORS TATE MAY HAVE PLACED NFAR TIR "F’-'?I.IIP}ZOTG!'I,.
OSosan i M—-\ a_.n.l-\a..\" o tw L ,
P0TE: TIE RATI STEP FOR CALLS FROM I.Y. TO CHICAGO ARE AS 1OLIOUS

‘1.0 for first three minutes
«35 Tor cach additional minute

TH3 TOLTOYING S ALL SIGN SHOULD APPEAR O THE ITOOR IO
TELIZVCLL:

I. THIS TELNPHONT RINGS, YOU HAY ANSWHR IT.

WAV DE MARTA IS OF THE LINE AVD WOULD LIES T0 TAII 40 YOUu,

wPHEOITE IVE 2 5 MUSDUL AP JOR IT'S
THE TELWPEOIE CONVERSATION WHICH THE IUSEUX COULD YAP 2 ITY
COM/=1 ORATLY: PHOMIOGRAPH RECORD V/OULD BE '.[‘1'E CO“T:RSAE‘IOI _’I"!;-.L >
ARTIST WOULD HAVE (M TELEPHONING THE TELEPHONN CO;-.?;;!;Y RIAQUISTIG
THE IFSTALIAITION THE 1HE THLEPHONE FOR TUE EXHIBITION.

Hie = st enielined wird R4 (tkags e
A o bt coar)
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FAGE %0

PROJECT:

ART RY TTL7ETONE
CHTTOAGO S TSI O CONTRPORARY ART

IARCH 2 - . 1968

TH® ARTIST "WILL THR TELYPHONE TNTO THE REXHIBITION AND OViR THE
PERIOD O T3 IONTH USE 5200 WORTH OF TELEPHONE TIID I CONVTRSIIG
WITH WEICH: VIR VISITORS TATE MAY HAVE PLACED NTAR TIE 'T"'!IJ'IP}IOTZE’

oJesnrie w—-—\ w"....._ﬁ- i A

1Ty T T Moy AT v
0TE: TiE RATS STEF FOR CALLS IT

I He¥Ye TO CHICAGO ART AS 7 OLLIOWS

“1,0 for first three mimutes
«35 for oach additional minute

TH? POLTOVING SALL SIGN SFOULD AFPEAR ON THWE FTOOR I
TELEEYOUGS

T 9IS TELEPHONE RINGS, YOU MAY AMSWMR IT.

WATSR DB MARTIA IS OF THE LINE AVD WOULD LIKS

TIE TELwPHOIE CONVERSATION WHICH THE MUSEUM COULD AP “OR f R
COM/ ORATLYS PHOYOGRAPH RECORD VOULD BE THE CONVERSATIOL e
a7 UL HAVE WMES TELEPPOUING THE TELEPHONE COIPAIY RIQUASTING

ARTIST P
THE TrSTALIATION THE 1HE TELEPHONE FOR THE EXHIBIITON,

Yty - pohetr tnelied wirk obated. (tkigebrne
I o bt cort)
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Museum of Contemporary Art

6 January 1968

Mr. Walter De Maria
27 Howard S f
P05 [Box 2
New York, N. Y
Dear Mr. De Maria:
Many thanks for your letter of January 8 regarding the exhibition
"Art by Te hone'" and the proposal you submitted. Much to my
regret, ftI ~ulties to bring this whole exhibition
into focus are s0 helming, so we decided fo postpone
the show unti
2 gccept my apo =1 or he inconvenience | may have
will 1 contact with you on this subject as soon

a2 our problems.

¢ sincerely yours,
T e

jvdm/rf

237 e Ontario st,Chicago 606n,Wh 3-7755
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