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“What | want to see on my first visit to Greece”

ALFRED H. BARR. Jr.. Director of the Collections of
New York's Museum of Modern Art, said just hefore he left
New York: “1 want to be a tourist in Greece, to see it in
spring.” Then he added. in a voice not much louder than a
whisper, “And, | want to take off my shoes at Missolonghi
where Byron died.”” He went in May, with his wife who had
been to Greece many times, in time to catch the wild flowers in
their wildest colour. He followed the obvious tracks, saw the
Acropolis with sunshine falling like needles on the yellowed
Parthenon, watched it turn, at dusk, the colour of dying roses.
At Sounion, Poseidon’s temple, about forty miles from Athens,
he stood between the white, luted, diamond-polished columns
buffeted by salty winds smelling of thyme and sunburned
earth. He saw “the Cretan tradition not in Crete but at
Mycenae”, For the great Byzantine works, he went to Daphni
only a few miles from Athens. He rested at Olympia, saw its
steel-grey olive groves, walked over chalky yellow and mauve
grasses, past stones softened by ages. Later, he visited Delphi.
that noble, timeless perfection on Mount Parnassus. From
its stadium, the austere and beautiful mathematical oval. he
waltched, in the cyclamen shadows of evening, the greal eagles
swooping from the sides of the mountains. After looking at
Byron's house in Missolonghi where the poet died of a fever,
Mr. Barr followed the causeway across the lagoon to the sea,
and there at a waterfront café tasted the town’s great produet.
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