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June 17, 1946

: MIS. Davidsont

I d1d not feel that I could emdorse the Fine Arts Bureau Bill without
having seen it. I, thersfore, borrowed a copy from a friead,

It seems to me that there is much of velue in the bill, I should
like to ses a much more positive evidenee in the bill ﬁntmmﬂzh
required before government gronts are made for the formation of local or commu~
nity centera. This would follow more or lsss the prececent set in the later -
days of the Federsl Art Projeect during which, I believe, local funds up to 25 or
33 percent of the totel were required before government support wes forthcoming.

Granted thst presidentiel eppolntment of the commissioner ' m
sary, would 1t 2ot be possible to keopmthi; from being a purely poli::cal
out by requiring that the _zpﬁnhpnt be mede from a list approved by conm
board mace up possibly of the representatives of artists’ associations,
end public, somewhzt the commission proposed for the New York Bill?

b7 this, could not the full commission be selected from & similer
11st? It seeus to me ihat Foopevell wight have mede a good sppointeent, but I
do mot feel that Er, ‘rumen or the Aepublicems of ths 1920's would have made good
w“”“o i

In Sectlon 5 saa sppropriation of five million dollars is proposed, Is
this to be the first annual sppropristion or simply a fund for an indefinite

Knowli mtwquuuuaunm&almwmmmw
nwum..ﬁ:mmcmnnmaaumn in enswering these.

Sincerely,

M¥r, Jo Davidson
t Citizens Comnittee of the

irts, Sciences and Professlons, Inec.

Hotel Astor
New York 19, New York

AHB:np
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INDEPIENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE

ARTS, SCIENCES and PROFESSIONS, INC.

HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. CIrcLE 6-5412

JO DAVIDSON léﬁiif”’w g
HAROLD L. ICKES /é;g/fﬁh' gt
il

Executive Chairman o P
FREDRIC MARCH ¥

Treasurer
HERMAN SHUMLIN P
Secretary *

HANNAH DORNER
Executive Director

JAMES ROOSEVELT
Director of Political Organization

Dear Mr Barr,

A group of ex-servicemen recently approached us with some well ~
formulated ideas for the growth and expansion of the arts in
our country. Briefly, the essence of their plan is the for-
mation of a Fine Arts Bureau in Washington "to encourage and
develop a national cultural program for the people as a whole."

To quote further from their declaration of policy, their purpose
is "to remove the existing boundaries of the creation and enjoy-
ment of the arts from the metropolitan centers . . . and create
and encourage the establishment of local, rural, and community
art and cultural centers ., . . based on the genuine needs and
aspirations of the communities themselves."

The Independent Citizens' Committee of the Arts, Sciences and
Professions agrees with their declaration of policy end is ready
to take active steps to formulate a program of action in co-
operation with these veterans.

Much of the preliminary work in drawing up this bill has already
been accomplished, and several Congressmen have indicated their
willingness to introduce it before the July recess.

In order to help us mobilize nationel support for this measure,
we invite you, as an eminent public figure, to lend your name as
a sponsgor for such a Fine Arts Bill. It is our conviction that
these veterans deserve the direction and support that every
forward-looking American can give them. Your name will be a
significant contribution.

Sincerely yours,

Jo Davidson, Chairman
uopwa/16-2
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INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE

ARTS, SCIENCES and PROFESSIONS, mc.
HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.«  Clrcle 6-5412

VICE CHAIRMEN
Joseph E. Davies, Honorary
Col. Evans F. Carlson J. Robert Oppenheimer
Norman Corwin Paul Robeson
Reuben G. Gustavson Harlow Shapley
Fiorello H. LaGuardia Frank Sinatra
Archibald MacLeish

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Samuel L. M. Barlow Walter Huston
William Rose Benet Crockett Johnson
Leonard Bernstein Gene Kelly
Walter Bernstein Isaac M. Kolthoff
Henry Billings Richard Lauterbach
Charles Boyer Eugene List
Henrietta Buckmaster Peter Lyon
Eddic Cantor John McManus
Morris Llewellyn Cooke Florence Eldridge March
Samuel Corson Bill Mauldin
John Cromwell Dorothy Maynor
Bosley Crowther Stanley Moss
Duke Ellington Ernest Pascal
Howard Fast Robert Patterson
Jose Ferrer Linus Pauling
Joan Fontaine " Virginia Payne
Allen Freelon Dr. John P. Peters
Dr. Channing Frothingham Walter Rautenstrauch
Ben Grauer Quentin Reynolds
Marion Hargrove James Roosevelt
Louis Harris Hazel Scott
Moss Hart A. C. Spectorsky
Lillian Hellman Harold C, Urey
John Hersey Carl Van Doren
Melville J. Herskovits Orson Welles
Allen Hickerson Carl Zigrosser
Thorfin R. Hogness

REGIONAL CHAPTERS
California: 1575 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood 28, Calif.
Connecticut: 123 Marvel Road, New Haven, Conn.
Illinois: 929 East Elm Street, Chicago 11, IIL
Maryland: 1733 Bolton Ave., Baltimore 17, Md.
Minnesota: 1209 S.E. Fourth Street, Minneapolis, Minn.
Pennsylvania: Room 803, 1831 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Washington: Stimson Building, Seattle, Washington
Washington, D.C.: 1018 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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INDEPENDENT CITIZENS' COMMITTEE OF THE
JRTS, SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS - (ICCASP) dpril 30, 1946

Hotel Astor - Suite 170, NYC
OIrcle 6 - 5412

YERSION #2
R THE 1 OF NATION.

SECTION I - - DECLARATION OF POLICY

It is the declared policy of Congress to encourage and develop &
national cultural program for the people as a whole, to promote and foster native
American culture by encouraging the use and development of the work and talents
of American composers, playwrights, painters, sculptors, acters and all ether
persons working in the Fine Arts.

Since the creation and enjoyment of fine arts is now confined $o the
metropolitan centers where enjoyment of the arts is limited to relatively few,
and no adequate facilities exist for the satisfaction of these needs and aspira—
tions on a local and community basis, in the interest ef the general welfare, it
is necessary, preper, and desirable to develop culture as represented by the arts
as a national asset and previde means whercby such culture be made available
throughout the country.

SECTION II - THE BUREAU

A, There is hereby created in the Department of the Interior a
Bureau to be ¥mown as the Bureau of Fine Arts, hereinafter to be referred to as
the Bureau,

B. The Bureau shall coneist of a Commissioner to be appointed by
the President by and with the advice and consent of the Sen&tg, and six other
members to be appointed by the President.

C. The Bureau ghall establish its principal offices in the District
of Cplumbia, and shall establish such other offices in Regions as hereinafter
deseribed in Section III.

D. The compensation of the Cemmissioner shall be at)the rate of
$10,000 per annum; and he shall be appointed for a term ef four years; and he
shall be eligible for reappointment,

H. The six remaining members of the Commission shall be appointed
for a term of four years and shall serve without cempensation but shall be reim-
bursed for their necessary traveling and other expenses.

P. The Commission shall inttiate, coordinate, and maintain a national
cultural programiin the fields of literaturs, music, theatre, architecture and

visual and other allied arts.
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ke G. The Commission shall among its other dutles:

(1) Supervise the allotment of funds appropriated pursuant to
the previsions of this Act.
44 (2) Make all determinations of general pelicy necessary for
carrying into effeet the provisiens of this Act.
(3) Appoint the various chairmen of the Regional Boards as

hereinafter provided in Section III.
(4) The Commissioner shall allocate funds and shall provide

technical and administrative assistance in regions on such terms and conditions

as will effectuate the program described in SECTION II F.

(  (5) The Commission shall be authorized to undertake any acti-
vity which will facilitate the exchange of creative materials and talent betwoen
any regions.

(6) The Commission shall report anmually to Congress covering
its activities for the preceding year and publish such other material dagmed © ¢

appropriate fer:sarrying out the purposes of this act,
H. fthe Commission shall be authorized to cooperate with exlsting

governmental agencies and non-profit organizations engaged in the use of the

arts in therapy, education, industry and other aspects of the arts relating to the

general welfare.
I. Any functions, pewers, or duties held by any of the other dranches

of the Federal Government in the fields of music, theatre, literature and visual
and allied arts may, by agreement with the Bureau of Fine Arts, be transferred

frem that branch to said Bureau,
J. Any surplus properties now ewned by the United States Government

whieh may be of use in the field of music, theatre, literature, and visual and
allied arts and unallocated for use by any other branch of the Gevernment may be

transferred and assigned te the Bureau of Fine Arts.

SECTION III - [¢) BOARDS
A. The Bureau shall divide the U. S, The District of Columbia and

the territoriee and possessions and outlying possessions ef the U. S. into not
less than six or no more than nine appropriate Regions for carrying into effect the
provisions of this Act, which shall provide adequate epportunity for all communi~

ties to participate in the benefits of this act.
B. In each region there shall be a regional bsard. The Regional

Board shall consist of a Regional Chairman and six ether members of the board.
Bxecopt for the Regional Chairman, they shall serve without compensation except for
reinbur sement fer their necessary traveling and other expenses. The members, sther

than the Chairman, shall be chosen by the Cemmissien gn the recommendation of the
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INDEPENDENT CITIZENS' COMMITTEE OF TEE
JRTS, SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS - (ICCASP) April 30, 1946

Hotel Astor - Suite 170, NYC
CIrcle 6 - 5412

JERSION #2

SECTION I - - DECLARATION OF POLICY

It is the deeclared poliey of Congress to encourage and develop &
national cultural program for the people as a whole, to promote and foster native
American culture by encouraging the use and development of the work and talents
of American composers, playwrights, painters, sculptors, acters and all other

persons working in the Fine Arts.

Since the creation and enjoyment of fine arts is now confined %o the
metropolitan centers where enjoyment of the arts is limited to relatively few,
and no adequate facilities exist for the satisfaction of these needs and agspire—
tions on & local and community basis, in the interest ef the general welfare, it
is necessary, preper, and desirable to develsp culture as represented by the arts
as a national asset and previde means whereby such culture be made available
throughout the country.

SECTION IT — IEE BUREAU
A, There is hereby created in the Department of the Interier a

Buresu to be ¥mown a2s the Bureau of Fine Arts, hereinafter to be referred to as

the Bureau,
B. The Bureau shall consist of a Commissioner to be appointed by

the President by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and six other
memters to be appointed by the President.

C, The Bureau shall establigh its principal offices in the District
of Columbia, and shall establish such other offices in Regions as hereinafter
deseribed in Section III.

D. The compensation of the Cemmissioner shall be atithe rate ef
$10,000 per annum; and he shall be appeinted for a term of four years; and he

shall be eligible for reappointment.
E. The six remaining members of the Commission shall be appointed

for a term of four years and shall serve without cempensation but shall bs reim-
bursed for their necessary traveling and other expenses.

F. The Commission shall initiate, coordinate, and maintain. a national

cultural program in the fields of literature, music, theatre, architecture and

vigual and other allied arts.
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G. The Commission shall among its other duties:
(1) Supervise the allotment of funds appropriated pursuant to
the previsions of this Act.
44 (2) Make all determinations of general pelicy necessary for
carrying into effeet the provisiens of this Act.
(3) Appoint the various chairmen of the Regional Boards as
hereinafter provided in Section III.
(4) The Commissioner shall allocate funds and shall provide
technical and administrative assistance in regions on such terms and conditions

as will effectuate the program described in SECTION II F.
(  (8) The Commission shall be authorized to undertake any acti-

vity which will facilitate the exchange of creative materials and talent betwoen
any regions.
(6) The Commission shall report anmually to Congress covering

its activities for the preceding year and publish such other material dagmed © %

appropriate fer:sarrying out the purpeses of this act.
H. fThe Commission shall be authorized to cooperate with existing

governmental agencies and non-profit organizations engaged in the use of the

arts in therapy, education, industry and other aspects of the arts relating to the

general welfare.
I. Any functions, pewers, or duties held by any of the other dranches

of the Federal Govermment in the fields of music, theatre, literature and visual
and allied arts may, by agreement with the Bureau of Fine Arts, be transferred

frem that branch to said Bureau,

J. Any gurplus properties now nwmed by the United States Government
which may be of use in the field of music, theatre, literature, and visual and
allied arts and unallocated for use by any other branch of the Gevernment may be

transferred and assigned te the Bureau of Fine Arts.

SECTION III - REGIONAL BOARDS
A. The Bureau shall divide the U, S. The District of Columbia and

the territories and possessions and outlying possessions ef the U. S. into not
less than six or no more than nine appropriate Regions for carrying into effect the
provisions of this Act, which shall provide adequate epportunity for all communi-
ties to participate in the benefits of this act.

B. In each region there shall be a regional bsard. The Regional
Board shall consist of a Regional Chairman and six ether members of the board.
Bxeept for the Regional Chairman, they shall serve without compensation exeept for
reinbursement fer their necessary traveling and other expenses. The members, sther

than the Chairman, shall be chosen by the Cemmissisn gn the recommendation of the

Raglon ChadrmAn. e e .
R | - . e e L &1/
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400 & Street, voutheast
Washington, D. C.
June 6, 1947

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West Fifty-third Street
New York 19, New York

Deaer Mr. Barr:

Many thanks for your kind letter and its
enclosures. You will probably be interested to
know that I have been offered and have accepted
the appointment of Assistant Professor at Yzle.
However, I am very glad that you wrote to Sawyer
as evidently he was not consulted, and this at
least shows that I have not tried to by-pass
him. Yale sounds mighty peaceful for the future.

I am leaving Monday for Washington, New
Hampshire where I shall spend the summer. If
you happen to be going through that part of the
country this summer, I hope that you will be
able to stop over. It'is about twenty miles
from Keene.

Very best wishes,
Sincerely,

/C;;H iﬁ;/ j:z;;*~*’:£ =
G

L
& J. LeRoy Davidson

/
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Yavibeo™

June 4, 1947

© " Dear Mr. Davidson:
I am enci6sing & copy of my letter of
lq_ 22 to hrl‘as”ﬁ‘ny'ef-, and also & copy of his reply

-

which, &s you can see, ;.8 gon—,eo@itt&}z nis.nce _h-_is
" not in a‘Mtiou to teke any Qetiéa‘- though he seems
‘favomhli inclined.
Good lucs to you,

.

Sincerely,
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July 16, 1947
'D.Pr lr. Daviss o 4 o | - L T8
: Please forgive the deley in replying to
“'yoar letttr of cfn.l,x 10, lli{ I have been on vac‘t.lon '
and lx-. Berr's correspondence suffered uuub-

-

4 EA

quence!

3

_ Ir. Bm says thet W€ would be dolidltod
to see you for lunchm _one dﬂ‘, on eh.cung hu
‘ ca.lendur I fina thct Fridsy is the only day this
- week that he will be‘frée for luncheon’ -
be convenient for you? ‘_Ig won't make the date de-
finitely for that day until ,wo hear from you. #erhaps
& day mext week would be better; let us know, will yout

Sincerely yours,

vecretary to Mr, barr
Hr, Jemes E. Davis

30 Nasseu Ltreet
Princeton, New Jersey

DAY U ﬂ‘\’) o Lo hk  mts. &I\O\.\,TA\L@_&
one &t eflo Mo o \aXT. gl A‘t‘

f\f.gu-o\_
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March 6, 1947

: D..r -~
Many thenks for your letter; I hope to see
your demonstration on my next trip to Princeton. I
am sorry ! huén't time last weekend, but I had to get
back to & luncheon engsgement.
I bad sn enthusiustic letter from Don Egbert.

Ny best to you,

.Eincerely,

Mr, James E., Davis -
30 Hasssu Street
Princeton, 8. J.
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Herch 6, 1947

Dear Donm,
Thenks for yom- letter; I am going to try
1o gee Jig's show, I appreciete your writing.
I wes sorry to miss you during the few hours

I hed et Princeton lust weekend.
Eincerely,

Professor Donald Fgbert
MeCormick Hall
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jercey
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Uepfembnr 14, 1945

a

. Dear, Jim™g,

Thank you for your letter. T have just vot back
to- towm ‘and have not been to any dealers &s yel,
suspect it might beiguite difficult to find a plz—.ce to show.
Lre you sure that noone is going to carry on Pufzol's
" gallery? Anyway, I wish you luck. yuha b, 4L,

. . vy
: _Sincerely,

‘Mr, Jemes E, Dgvis
30 Nessau Street :
Princeton, New Jersey

AHB:hn_
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Besr Rare:

?L&su B j
about Madame Oragoc
work ia the Eyseum' LABCTLON, gear grouying ?I
Birshiield, and aysel is at least mcoval E is =&
ation that hes never covured Lo me Baing th
mambar of ’I,".. 8 geri rio 1s prodably som
least we ars all Awsrican, werens in varicus
I have always been Lx smed 1 some of those tough
‘Lu‘o;mm G ttm Bedase deserves a silves

riginalZ

thptxmmw-tummw
dﬁtmﬁh Perhaps 1

Utrillo, xtt
mmm-tmxmmq

sim".k‘ “t ul"’ D‘lv‘;

Alfred H. Barr
Pirector },uc" e Lo

s ,r__.,,
L wes m:xw

New York 40, New York
AHB: jws
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April 21, 1949

Dear Barr:

Thank you for your letter of April 11, telling me
about Madame Gregory's favorable response to examples of my
work in the Museum's collection, Her grouping of Kane,
Hirshfield, and myself, is at least novel. It is a combin-
ation that has never occured to me. Being the only living
member of this eerie trio is probably some sort of honor. At
least we are all American, whereas in various former parleys
I have always been teamed up with some of those tough
European cats. I think the Madame deserves a silver star for
originality.

Thanks again, -

Stuart Davis
43 Seventh Ave.
New York, XL, N.Y

Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director ofMuseun Coll.
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 st. N.Y.C.
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Mrs. Edith G. Halpert f
cct . pertv - ; ‘; ; {.?

" o+ -

" Dear Stuerts 4 ;
“ o I "/ K couple of weeks &go the dirn‘.inguizhli m N T
. colleotar, Mademe Cécile Gregory, who, like moqt
Hasds is dbsolutely igmovent of American srt since
£ . _ ocame to the Museum and spent some time in our
“ad ..ok wrote me & letter afterwards saying how much she liked

y , our French paintings - she herseli owns works by s gy
Rotgseau, Bembois, 6%40. = but most of her letter * e"l
: our Ameriean peintings. She liked especially Birshfield, s

Kane, and yourselfi - About your picture she mw 7

’ F Ao 4 w " ;’ .
| AR ~+{ "I have also nokiced a paimter by the neme of Mt 2 ft
s Stuart Davis, His whibe table with red legs,

fo FRELS .+ ona blue background is a WMW;&% ,{.‘ pnstsf
fa o and ‘I loved his rug hanging over the stairs. il o
Ithinkitmrxbuntimﬁunuwtmngnau

do in Paris at presenta." # R e
e reatt . Reto Y DI
In Sther words, she picked you ss the only living
American whose wor!: really interested hers

» 4 ' I don't overestimate her opinion, yet she is an
. experienced and snthusiastic collector réviewing Americen
L% ae s collections with a fresh eye.
My best to you and to Roselles

Sincerely,

Mr. Stuart Davis
43 Seventh Avenus
Yew York 3, New York

AHB;3 jws

by
Tt ————
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Druies

‘of selling them, They are too big for
domestiec consumption, and few museums would have the space
for sach large mples either, T B S

r | T asked the opinion of two New York
art dealers but neither thought the murals salable,
1 i : 1¢ International House decides to try
%6 give the murals away I shall be glad to try to put
together a list of university galleries and museums in the
South and West that might be interested in having them if
they did not have to pay for them, - .

‘Insorrytog.nthit:ﬂmw.
; !

-
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