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SELECTIONS FROM THE DANNHEISSER GIFT, COMPRISING
85 MAJOR CONTEMPORARY WORKS, OPENS THIS FALL AT
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
On the Edge: Contemporary Art from the Werner and Elaine Dannheisser Collection
On View: September 30, 1997-January 20, 1998
Media Preview: September 29, 1997, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

One of the largest and most significant gifts of art in The Museum of Modern Art’s
history, a group of 85 major contemporary works by 33 European and American artists, is on
view for the first time from September 30, 1997 through January 20, 1998. On the Edge:
Contemporary Art from the Werner and Elaine Dannheisser Collection comprises paintings,
sculptures, prints, photographs, and video installations given to the Museum by Elaine
Dannheisser and the Dannheisser Foundation last year. Some of the larger works will be
presented in a rotating selection during the course of the exhibition. (See attached for a complete
list of the artists whose works are represented.)

Organized by Robert Storr, Curator, Department of Painting and Sculpture, On the Edge:
Contemporary Art from the Werner and Elaine Dannheisser Collection reveals an ensemble
exceptional in its combination of range and focus. Assembled over the last decade and a half, the
collection on view incorporates a breadth of works from the minimalist sculptures of Carl Andre
and Richard Serra to the austere paintings of Robert Ryman and Brice Marden. The exhibition
also includes the unnerving videos, drawings, and installations of Bruce Nauman, the staged
photographs of Cindy Sherman, the subtle conceptual projects of Felix Gonzalez-Torres, and the

uncanny objects of Robert Gober, Jeff Koons, and Matthew Barney.
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