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THE DRAWINGS OF PHILIP GUSTON

September 8 - November 1, 1988

The first major retrospective of drawings by American artist Philip Guston
(1913-80), one of the seminal figures of Abstract Expressionism, opens at The
Museum of Modern Art on September 8, 1988. Organized by Magdalena Dabrowski,
associate curator in the Department of Drawings, THE DRAWINGS OF PHILIP GUSTON
reveals the full breadth of Guston’s artistic achievement through his
distinctive draftsmanship. Guston himself considered drawing of critical
importance to his work and throughout his fifty-year career alternated between
intense episodes of painting and drawing.

On view through November 1, 1988, the exhibition is made possible by
generous grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and The International
Council of The Museum of Modern Art. Additional funding has been provided by
the New York State Council on the Arts. The accompanying publication has been
supported in part by grants from Jeanne C. Thayer and Edward R. Broida.

The exhibition includes 153 works on paper surveying the development of
Guston’s career through its three distinct phases: the early figurative works
of the thirties and forties; the linear, black-and-white abstractions of the
fifties and sixties; and the last works of 1968-80, in which he returned to
figuration. For Guston, the rapid, almost instinctive nature of drawing eased
his transition into new stylistic phases and catalyzed his periods of
discontent into new creativity. In the exhibition catalogue, Ms. Dabrowski
writes that Guston’s drawings "have a certain almost obsessive quality of

trying to come to grips with an unmanageable profusion of thoughts and images.
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