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SELF-PORTRAIT: THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S PERSONA 1840-1985

November 7, 1985 - January 7, 1986

SELF-PORTRAIT: THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S PERSONA 1840-1985, an exhibition of self-
portraits taken by major European and American photographers of the last century,
opens at The Museum of Modern Art on November 7, 1985. Organized by Susan Kismaric,
associate curator in the Department of Photography, this highly selective survey
provides a fascinating record of artistic exploration through one of the most intimate
and revealing of art forms. André Kertész, Eadweard Muybridge, Felix Nadar, August
Sander, Imogen Cunningham, and Alfred Steiglitz are among the masters of photography
represented (partial 1list of artist names attached).

Since photography's origins in the late nineteenth century, artists have
expressed the idea that the self-portrait is a form of performance. Kismaric states,
"The photographer who attempts an investigation of his physiognomy or personality
or who consciously or unconsciously projects an idea about himself enacts a role.

The plasticity of photography allows the self-portraitist to experiment, to assume
many identities; in self-portraiture the photographer can become the hero, the
adventurer, the aesthete--or a neutral ground upon which artistic experiments are
played out."

One of the earliest photographs included in the exhibition is a modern print

of Hippolyte Bayard's Self-Portrait as a Drowned Man (1840), the artist's amusing

response to Daguerre's announcement of the invention of photography. Bayard had
perfected a method of making photographs at the same time as Daguerre, but it was
Daguerre whose method was first published and who received the acclaim. In
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