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"If I were just curious, it would be very hard to say to someone, 'I want to 

come your house and have you talk to me and tell me the story of your life.1 I 

mean people are going to say, 'You're crazy.' Plus they're going to keep mighty 

guarded. But the camera is a kind of license. A lot of people, they want to be 

paid that much attention and that's a reasonable kind of attention to be paid.... 

There are always two things that happen. One is recognition and the other is that 

it's totally peculiar. But there's some sense in which I always identify with 

them."* 

These words were spoken some time ago by Diane Arbus whose first retrospective 

exhibition of photographs will be on view at The Museum of Modern Art from Novem­

ber 7, 1972 through January 21, 1973. John Szarkowski, Director of the Museum's 

Department of Photography, selected and installed 125 prints made in the last 10 

years, including some not developed until after the artist's death in the summer 

of 1971. Following the New York showing, the exhibition will travel to the Museum 

of Contemporary Art, Chicago; the Baltimore Museum of Art; the Walker Art Center, 

Minneapolis;and the National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. 

"Diane Arbus's pictures challenge the basic assumptions on wh::,ch most docu­

mentary photography has been thought to rest, for they deal with piivate rather 

* "Diana Arbus": An Aperture Monograph, edited and designed by Doon Arbus and 
Marvin Israel published November 7. 184 pages, 80 photographs. 9 1/4 x 11". 
The clothbound edition is distributed by Aperture at $15. A paperbound Special 
Edition for The Museum of Modern Art is available only through the Museum at 
$9.50. The book is introduced by 18 pages of Diane Arbus's own views of the 
art of photography, edited from tapes by her daughter, Doon. 
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