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PHOTOGRAPHS OF WOMEN, a brief survey of some of the ideas and attitudes about women that
ave recurred in photography during the past 70 years, will be on view at The Museum of Modern
psrt from September 22 to November 30, 1971.
The exhibition consists of 43 photographs by 33 photographers, 13 of whom are women.
f The works are drawn predominantly from the Museum collection. 'Women are as popular a subject
in photography as landscape, and the photographer's interest in both dates back to the medium's

Mearliest investigations,'" says Anne Tucker, Curatorial Intern in the Department of Photography
who directed the exhibition. ''Some photographers have consciously chosen to photograph women,
and have selected subjects according to their prejudices," she says, "while other photographers
* have been more motivated by their love of the physical universe and their desire to render

: anything in it that they have found interesting or memorable."

In the case of photographers motivated by the idea of women in the abstract, the end

% results have had more to do with their preconceptions then with the women before their cameras.
iiThesubjects, who serve to reinforce the myth of glamour and the mystique of beauty have
generally been young, attractive, nude, famous or rich. Edward Steichen's women, Miss Tucker

j points out, are consistently romantic; Todd Walker's are grotesque; and Richard Avedon's are

~ glamorous.

In the works of other photographers surveyed in this exhibition, however, the fact that

1 the central figure is a women is no more or less notable than the details of her surroundings.

| Here, the fact that the subject is a woman has gained significance only as the viewer (and

the photographer in retrospect) has searched for meaning.

In selecting photographs for this exhibition, Miss Tucker observed that photographers

have seemingly discriminated between their masculine and feminine subjects in the kinds of
Photographs taken of each sex. Women are most often photographed as wives, mothers, pros-
titutes and strangers, and although men are often photographed in their complementary roles
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