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RECENT ACQUISITIONS OF PAINTINGS AND SCULPTURES ON VIEW 
AT THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

The Museum of Modern Art's annual exhibition reviewing the paintings and sculptures 

recently added to its Collection will be on view from December 19 through February 25. 

The Museums' Collection is the core of its entire program and complex of services, 

The exhibition of $k paintings and sculptures from 23 countries also offers a 

dissenting comment on the familiar claim that today's art is so dominated by a single 

international style that it has lost all national characteristics and/or individuality 

within different countries* 

Ideally the present exhibition should be seen in relation to the works already 

owned by the Museum, a small selection of which is on view due to limited space. The 

acquisition show should also be judged against the purpose of the Collection as a 

whole which is to provide a core of continuity, a background for study and comparison, 

a continuous demonstration of standards of quality and a testing ground for the 

emerging masters of modern art. 

In contrast to acquisition shows of the past few years, the 1961 exhibition is 

concentrated heavily on recent work and young artists. About one quarter of the 88 

artists represented are 35 or younger. Their work is about evenly divided between 

abstract on the one hand and semi-abstract or clearly representational on the other. 

About two-thirds of the works in the exhibition date from the past five years (1957* 

I96I). Twenty-six of these very recent paintings and sculptures can be classified as 

abstract, 16 as semi-abstract, 20 clearly representational. 

Because this exhibition contains such a high proportion of recent work, it illus

trates the risks deliberately taken in forming the Museum of Modern Art Collection. 

Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Director of Collections 19^2 statement still applies: "The 

Museum is aware that it may often guess wrong in its acquisitions. When it acquires 

a dozen recent paintings it will be lucky if in 10 years, three will still seem worth 

looking at, if in 20 years only one should survive. For the future the important 

problem is to acquire this one: the other nine will be forgiven--and forgotten. But 

meanwhile we live in the present, and, for the present these other nine will seem just 

as necessary and useful, serving their purpose by inclusion in exhibitions, so long as 

their artistic lives shall last. Sooner or later time will eliminate them." 
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