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PRIZE-WINNING LAMPS. ON EXHIBITION AT NEW YORK«S
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, GO ON SALE HERE

A group of ingenious lamps, which won for their designers $2,600 in
prizes in a competition sponsored by the Museum of Modern Art in New
York and The Heifetz Company, will go on exhibition at the Museum on
March 28 and at the same time will go on sale at

The 8 table lamps and 2 floor lamps, manufactured by The Heifetz
Company, were selected from entries from 1+3 states of more than 600
competitors, whose designs show a trend towards lightness of appearance,
unusual flexibility in the control of light, and multiplicity of use*
The prize-winning designs, selected by the Jury from a most gratifying
variety of ideas, represent for the most part the work of young,
relatively unknown designers, many of whom were Gls.

In addition to

their prize money, the competitors whose winning designs are being
manufactured receive a royalty on sales. According to Rene

• Photographs can be obtained on request from the store.
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d'Harnoncourt, Director of the Museum of Modern Art and Chairman of
the Lamp Competition Jury, "They have brought fresh, unbiased ideas to
a highly competitive field and have shown great inventiveness in
technical details,"
The competition grew out of a lively controversy on the subject
of good lamps for the home set off in 19^9 by a remark of the architect
Marcel Breuer.

As the designer of the Museum's Exhibition House that

year, Breuer claimed that he had not found on the market one single
satisfactory floor or table lamp for this house.
emphatic approval to vehement disagreement.

Opinions ranged from

Light as a structural

element had become an essential feature of modern architecture.
However, little was available in the field of portable lamps that
would properly supplement furniture and accessories for the modern
interior.

Therefore tte Museum agreed to sponsor a lamp competition

to encourage the design and production of good table and floor lamps.
First Prize Won by Student
The first prize in table lamps ($1,000) was awarded to Joseph
Burnett, 27-year-old student at the Institute of Design in Chicago,
for a lamp which achieves the greatest possible flexibility in the
control of light.

The light source, a bulb set in a well proportioned

"husk" of brass standing 8^ inches high, is completely separate from
the reflector.

The reflector is a wide, but shallow, funnel-shaped

shade of perforated paper, silver foil on the bottom, black on the top.
It rests in a dark gray metal ring which is supported by 3 thin metal
rod legs 15 inches high.

When the bulb is placed directly under the

reflector, the lamp gives an even and diffused light; when it is
moved to one side, the light is concentrated and reflected in one

