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HOUSE DESIGNED BY MARCEL BREUER BEING BUILT IN MUSEUM GARDEN 

Ground has been broken In the sculpture garden behind the Museum of 

Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, for an expandable house to cost in its 

full size about $25,000, designed by the well-known American architect 

Marcel Breuer. To be completed in April, it will remain on view for 

6 months* Intended to be built by any local contractor, the house is 

an up-to-date economical solution for an individually built, architect-* 

designed country home, but will not compete with prefabricated or 

mass-produced structures* Mr* Breuer describes it as "the house for 

the commuter who has personal views in selecting his land, probably 

at least an acre* The construction chosen and the materials selected 

enable any local builder to do the Job without unusual technical 

problems •'• 

Recognizing as today1s primary architectural problem the need for 

adequate housing, quantitatively, structurally and esthetically, the 

Museum will present this house as good and practical design in the 

best of materials, equipment and craftsmanship. Because of the public1s 

lack of understanding of inflationary building costs, the Museum will 

demonstrate how much living can be purchased for how many dollars, 

by means of an exact analysis of building costs to be made available 

in an illustrated catalog* This catalog will also include estimates 

of construction costs for the ssme house in other localities and 

alternate costs of substitute materials specified by the architect* 

!>j'\rce8 of labor, materials and equipment used in construction will 

b9 listed. 

Marcel Breuer, although only 46 years old, ranks as one of the 

formulators of modern architecture along with Frank Lloyd Wright, Le 

Oorbusier and Mies van der Rone. Born in Hungary and trained in German-

where he studied and taught at the Bauhaus, he came to this country i-i. 

1937 to teach at Harvard University where for several years he was 

Professor of Architectural Design and worked in partnership with 

Walter Gropius. Now practicing in New York, he is particularly inter

ested in the adaptation of modern architecture to American needs and 

technical possibilities. He has had wide experience in building moder

ate and low cost houses as well as numerous elaborately equipped 

private residences. 


