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•fELCPH<PHi:BJa.iQ^b^g CUBAN PAINTING OPENS AT MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

The walls of the first floor galleries of the Museum of 

Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, will blaze with tropical color when 

the Museum opens its exhibition of Modern Cuban Painters Friday, 

March 17. A dozen of the leading artists of the great Caribbean 

island are represented in the eighty paintings, watercolors, gouaches 

and drawings which will be shown. The majority of the artists are 

in their early thirties and almost all the paintings were done during 

the past three years. The exhibition therefore presents a selection 

of the young and vigorous modern art of Cuba rather than a compre­

hensive survey. 

The variety of subject matter and style and the unfamiliar 

scenes and customs which many of the paintings celebrate will be as 

refreshing to the eyes of the New York art public as the brilliant 

colors of the Cuban palettes: the wide fields of sugar cane and the 

thatched cottage of Rafael Moreno's The Farm; Carre'rib1 s duco-on-wood 

painting of powerful workers hacking with huge machettes through a 

jungle of sugar cane; the two square and solemn figures in the rococo 

setting of Bermudez's Barber Shop; Ponce1s pale canvases peopled by 

haunting, elongated figures bathed in light; Enrlquez1 s bandit riding 

off in a tornado of color; and the compositions of Cuban fruit and 

fish painted with the brilliance of Colonial stained glass by the 

distinguished Amelia Pelaez, only woman artist in the exhibition. 

The pictures for the exhibition were assembled and brought 

to this country by Jose/ G-omez-Sicre, noted Cuban art critic, Alfred 

H. Barr, Jr., Advisory Director of the Museum, assisted in selecting 

the pictures to be shown. While he was in Cuba in the summer of 194E 

Mr. Barr met many of the artists represented in the exhibition. Mr. 

Gomez-Sicre is author of the newly published book Cuban Painting of 

IToday (Pintura Cubana de Ploy) which will be on sale at the Museum 

purine the exhibition. The book, of two hundred pages, contains 

[twenty reproductions in full color and ninety-six black and white il­

lustrations. In addition to a critical analysis and biographical 

purvey of Cuba's modern artists, Mr. GoWz-Sicre's text includes a 

[foreword on the history of Cuban painting. Both the book and 'ihe 

paper bound, priced at $1.75. 
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