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A group of what appear to be the very earliest war photographs ever made has

peenn brought to light by the Exhibition of Photography: 1839-1937 at The Museum

of Modern .irt, 11 West 53 Street. These were taken by the daguerreotype process
gt the time of the Mexican War in 1847 and show /merican cavalrymen under Ceneral
john Z1llis Wool* and a group of /American infantry from a Virginia regiment on the
calle Real, & rocd through Jlcxico. . R

The group, which includes scenes other than those of the lfexican War, com-
prises twelve daguerrcotypes, four of which are very clear; the rest, while not
in such a good state of preservation, are easily discernable. The group belongs
to Ifr. H. Armour Smith, President of the Yonkers Museum of Science and .rts,
through whose courtesy thesc daguerrceotypes will bec added tomorrow (ednesday)

to the Ixhibition of Photography: 1839-1937 at the Musecum of lModern .rt where

they will be on view until the cxhibition closes Sunday night, .pril 18.

“hen Beaumont Newhall, Dircctor of thc Fxhibition, began to collect material
for it a ycar ago it was gencrally belicved that Brady's photographs of the Civil
Tar, 1861-1865, werc the first war pictures cver made by any photographic process.
In his rescarch for the oxhibition, however, Mr. Newhall discovercd scveral pho-
tographs hitherto unknown to the .mcrican public takcn during thce Crimcan Jar in
1854, Thc most intcresting of thesc shows the battle ground of Balaklava made

famous by Tennyson's Charge of the Light Brigadc.** The photograph shows thc ac-

tual terrain over which the "noble six hundred" rode to their dcath and to im-

mortality in Tennyson's pocm. The discovery of war photographs taken eight years
carlier by the daguerrcotypc process adds a valuablc chapter to the carly history
of photography.

hon the Exhibition of Photography: 1839-1937 closes at tho Muscum of Modern
~It, Spril 18, it will go on tour throughout tho country. Included in its itin-
trary are Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, Iiilwaukce, Cleveland, Buffalo;

Lianchcstc-'r, Now Hampshirc; and ..ndover and Springficld, Massachusctts.

* lajor General John Ellis Wool, born February 20, 1784, Ncwburgh, Now York, was
NCxt in command under Gencral Zach ry Taylor. IMajor Cencral Vool with Gencral
Taylor led troops from San .‘ntonio to Saltillo, Mexico. General "Tool disposed
the forcos for and was in command at the battlc of Bucna Vista in 1847.

** Into the valley of docath rode the six hundred
Stormecd at with shot and shell
Boldly they rode and well
Into the jaws of death
Into the mouth of hcll.




