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Chief Curator’s Preface

In today’s world, scientific advances allow us to custom-tailor materials to our
needs, altering their physical properties as desired . In the past, lightness, soft-
ness, flexibility, translucence, and hardness were properties specific to certain
materials, but thanks to new scientifice methods, porcelain can take the place of
metal, wood can be cushiony soft, and plastic can be as transparent as glass or as
sharp as the hardest rock. The adaptable application of materials opens
Up a new and unexpected world of possibilities for industrial product designers
and manufacturers.

The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), established in New York City in 1929, is
renowned worldwide for its outstanding collection of 19th and 20th century classic
art works. Since becoming the first world-class museum to establish architecture
and design departments in 1932, MoMA has led the world's museum in research,
development, and promotion in the industrial design and applied arts fields. MoMA
was also the first art museum to put creative historically important  prod-
ucts  combining aesthetic and practical qualities in its collection. The first
museum to advance the concept that industrial design can be discussed on the
same level as pure art, elevating the status of industrial design, MoMA has placed
industrial design within the context of the development of 20th century art, playing
an invaluable role in the flourishing development of industrial and commercial
design worldwide.

The Taipei Fine Arts Museum, committed since its inception to promoting the
development of contemporary art, has on numerous occasions cooperated with fine
art museums around the world to present special exhibitions in the effort to
expose local audiences to important trends in the international art world. The
Museum is also committed to popularizing the idea that fine examples of design
which fuse conceptual and practical aesthetics can introduce new concepts to the
art realm. With these objectives in mind, the Taipei Fine Arts Museum has
teamed up with the Museum of Modern Art for the first time to present this
Creative Materials and Contemporary Design Exhibition, unveiled by MoMA in the
summer of 1995 after a full eight years collecting and organizing resources. Distin-
guished as the first art museum industrial design exhibition presented in Taiwan, it
bears tremendous symbolic significance in the promotion of arts education.




A total of 212 works, products exhibiting outstanding industrial design and
material application, are displayed in eight categories according to material, includ-
ing glass, plastic, wood, fibers and composites, metals, rubber and foam, ceram-
cs, and recycled materials. Each exhibited work constitutes a transformed appli-
cation of materials, or an innovative use of traditional materials, balancing practi-
cality, design, and artistic merit. Raw materials, and unfinished products at vari-
ous stages of development, will also be displayed for selected works.
Demonstrating the historical progression of contemporary art and industrial
Jesign, this exhibition will unquestionably go far in furthering applied arts educa-
tion in Taiwan. With this exhibition, viewers will gain up-close experience with
various materials and greater familiarity with the production processes of various
products, furthering insight in the fascinating symbiotic relationship between
design and scientific development and stimulating reflection on the aesthetics of
modern living.

We are most grateful for the tremendous support of Ms. Elizabeth Streibert,
Acting director of MoMA’s Department of International Affairs , and Ms. Paola
Antonelli, associate researcher of the Department of Architecture and Design for
exhibition planning and contributing an insightful essay to the exhibition catalogue.
The Exhibition is supported by the Council for Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan,
ROC. Given the significant expenses involved in putting on this exhibition, we
are especially indebted to the generous financial contribution of Mr. Tony Ho,
Chairman of Test Rite International Co., LTD. Special thanks to Professor Hsieh
Ta-li of the Department of Industrial Design at Shih Chien College, and architects
Mr. Chen Wei-pin, Tsai Chi-lu, and Huang Chun-chieh for their assistance with
planning and design of the exhibition space. Mr. Kuan Cheng-neng, chairman of
the Department of Industrial Design at Shih Chien College, and Mr. Wen-long Chen,
President of the NOVA Design, who provided invaluable assistance with planning
the educational promotion activities. Special thanks to Ms. Hsiao Ming-yu, instruc-
tor in the Department of Industrial Design Technology at the Chaoyang Institute of
Technology, assisted in the recording of the audio guide, and with writing and
proofreading of the exhibition print guide. Thanks to China Airlines for furnishing
air tickets. Very special thanks are due to Ms. Justine Wang, managing director of
the Vision Communications, for her tireless help with locating sporsorship, and to
the dedicated staff of the Taipei Fine Arts Museum for ensuring the flawless
execution of this exhibition.

Chen-Yu Chang
Director

Taipei Fine Arts Museum
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Chief Curator’s Preface

Many centuries ago, medieval alchemists sought to discover a way to transmute
base materials, such as lead, into silver and gold. While they desired the riches
such knowledge might reap, the alchemists also sought to understand the underly-
ing structures of the material world.

In the later twentieth century, the transmutation of materials is no longer a
goal but a reality. The advancements in our ability to analyze and manipulate the
molecular structures of materials have created a whole new genre of well-
designed objects.

Commenting on atomic theory, the noted physicist Richard P. Feynman
remarked that one had to lose one's common sense in order to perceive what
happens at the atomic level. So, too, must viewers of the exhibition Mutant Materi-
als in Contemporary Design lose their common sense-a broad awareness a tradi-
tional materials, such as wood, metal, and glass-when considering "mutant materi-
als": fabries made from ceramics, windows that are alternatively clear and transiu-
cent, or plastics woven into the most durable of materials.

The exhibition and this book, which accompanies it, were prepared with
admirable timeliness by Paola Antonelli, Associate Curator in The Museum of
Modern Art's Department of Architecture and Design. With the cooperation of the
Taipei Fine Arts Museum and its staff, this admirable effort is providing an exciting
opportunity for a broad audiencc in the United States, Asia and beyond to look at
and understand the complicated new physical world of objects, conceived by an
international array of contemporary designers and manufacturers with a surprising
diversity of new materials.

Terence Riley
Chief Curator
Department of Architecture and Design
The Museum of Modern Art, New York
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