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Printed greetings, like other graphic ephemera in our daily lives,

have proliferated to such an extent that their original purpose of con

veying friendly sentiments has been almost obliterated. Greetings

are often annotated with irreverent, impersonal, and sometimes em

barrassingly practical messages, but there are also many examples

that are appropriate to the occasion and, purely as design, are worth

more than the few minutes notice they ordinarily receive.

Greetings today are designed as cards, posters, and even flags.

They also appear in three-dimensional forms related to modern

sculpture. They are equally varied in technique: etching, drawing,

painting, and collage as well as embossing, photography, and typog

raphy are all employed. Some are unique "hand-made" objects

communicating an individual's sentiment and personality. Others,

though mass produced, still convey the touch and sensibility of the

individual designer.

Collected over a period of years, the examples in this exhibition

are in the main drawn from the Museum's collection of graphic de

sign or have been borrowed from artists. The sixty artists included

have brought together all kinds of attitudes about religion, poetry,

politics, sympathy, friendship, and love. Their work ranges from the

figurative to the abstract; their sentiments range from the joyous to

the cynical, from straightforward statements to metaphorical images.

But they are able to project without ambiguity a touch of human

feeling not yet lost amidst the glitter of tinsel.
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