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Carl Mackley Houses, Philadelphia.

Designed by Kastner & Stonorov, executed under the direction of W. Pope Barney.
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Pedsral Emergency Administrationof Public Works, Housing Division

The Housing Division of the Public Works Administrationwas created
in July 1930 and $125,000,000was set aside for slum clearance and
low-cost housing. Limited dividend corporationapplicationswere
the first projects to be considered. Only a few of the hundreds
submitted were found to satisfy the requirements of low rent, good
plann
and s1um c1ea ance, the objectives of the program. The
Division then turned "tothe alternative of public projects.
By the end of 1934 the Division was proceeding with actual plans
and commitments totaling $143,728,000officially allotted to pro
jects when in December #110,000,000of this amount was impounded
to^finance direct relief. There remained only $33,728,000with
which to carry out projects already planned to utilize the full
amount. Uncertainty about appropriationscontinued until Anril
1935 when Congress passed the Emergency Relief AppropriationAct,
allocating $450,000,000to urban housing. As this action did not
authority for immediate action, it was not until June
that the Division was able to proceed. Again in 1935 its program was
because of relief policies from 144 projects totaling
$380,000,000to 37 projects totaling $100,200,000 in addition to
7 projects financed by the original PWA funds already under weigh.
After many readjustmentsand difficulties,the program now is being
vigorously pushed ahead. At present a total of 49 projects in 35
cities in the United States and in two of its insular oossessions
are now m active construction. Approximately25,OOOfamilies of
the low income group will be housed and direct employment provided
ior about 50,000 ouilding workers. Seven housing developments
erected by limited dividend corporationsand operating on PWA loans
and under Division supervisionare now occupied.

The information above was drawn from the December
1935 Bulletin of the Rational Association of Hou
sing Officials and the report of the Federal Emer
gency Administrationof Public Works, Housing Div
ision, 1936
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1. Langston ierrace, Washington, D.C. Rohinson, Porter and
Williams, architects.
A project to house 517 Negro families of low income.
e
was chosen for its proximity to market, school,
recreation facilities and hospital. The buildings will
be two story flats, group houses and three story apart
ments.
17 ^
Exhibits
Model of development
Perspectiveview
Typical living units and social rooms
Map showing location of site
2. Cedar Central, Cleveland, Ohio. W. R. McCornack, architect.
A development of three story houses to house 654 low
income families. The previous density of population
was 67 persons per acre. The new buildings will house
120 persons per acre but by orderly planning will pro
vide increased light, air and recreation grounds.
E
Site before demolition vs. site as planned
Night view of facade
3. WilliamsburgHousing Development,Mew York. R. H. Shrove Chief
architect; James F. Bly, N. W. del Gaudio, Arthur L.
liolden,William Lescazo, Samuel Gardstein, John W. Ingle
. *•> Harmon Gurney, Paul Trapani and Harry Leslie " '
Walker, associated architects.
Foundations are being laid for this low cost housing
developmentwhich will cover an area of approximately
10 city blocks. The developmentwill consist of 4
super-blocks,each of which will be surroundedby a
park area. Each super-blockwill Include a social room,
nursery school and two play grounds. Neighborhood
stores are also included in the pian. 1614 families
will be housed in two, three, four and five room apartments.
Exhibits
Perspectiverendering
Facade
Details
Pian of typical building: basement, first floor and
typical floor
Site plan
Photographs of site before and after
Map showing Williamsburg In relation to New York
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Carl Mackley Houses, Juniata Park, Philadelphia. Designed by
Kastner & Stonorov, executed under the direction
of W. Pope Barney.
The first project started by the Housing Division,
it houses 284 families in two and one half, four
and five room apartments. It is a limited divi
dend corporationorganized by the American Fede
ration of Hosiery Workers. Rentals are not, how
ever, limited to hosiery workers only and the aim
of the management is that the majority of tenants
form a cross section of the industrialpopulation
of Northeast Philadelphia. Rental includes elec
tric light and refrigeration,heat and use of
laundry. For the kindergarten and swimming pool
nominal fees of 5^ arc charged. The average ren
tal is $9.35 per room per month. It was ready for
occupancy January 1, 1935.
Exhibi
View from swimming pool
Detail of houses
View toward pool
General view
Bath house
Site plan
PIans
Westfield Acres,Camden,New Jersey. Associated architects of
Camden, New Jersey." Joseph N. Hettel, Chief ar
chitect. Designed by Oscar G. Stonorov.
Westfield Acres is a Federal Housing Development
financed entirely by the Federal Government'.It
is sponsored by the Camden Labe»rHousing'Committee,
a committee in which all organized labor, i.e. the
American Federation of Labor and IndustrialUnions
arc represented. It will house 598 families In
three, four and five room apartments.
E
Facade renderings
Plans
Model of development

.
..:

-

:

*

I*
i

'

t'

v

*

'o

od

*

L£i^

j

*.0
*

:

j :* t

0n

SUBURBAN RESETTLEMENT

Suburban Resettlementis a-division of the ResettlementAdministra
tion. This Administration,like the Public Works Administration
was created under the Emergency Relief Act. Unlike the Housing '
Division, however, Resettlementis set up to do its own building
and has a constructiondivision. Its objectives as stated by
J. S. Lansill, Director, are:
(a) to secure a large tract of land and thus avoid the complications ordinarily due to diverse ownerships;
(b) in this tract to create a community, protected by an en
circling green belt upon which there will be no building;
(c) to design a communityfor people of predominatlylow in
come, and so arranged and administered as to encourage
that kind of communityand family life which will be
better than they now enjoy;
(d) the dwellings and the land upon which they are located to
be held in one ownership, preferably a corporation to which
the Federal Government will transfer title, which corpora
tion will rent the dwellings and not sell them;
(e) to set up a municipal government in character with such
governmentsnow existing or possible in that region;
(f) to provide those public services of educational and other
character which the community will require;
(g) to accomplishthese purposes in such a way that the communitv may be a tax paying participant in the region,
that extravagant outlays from the individualfamily in
come will not be a necessity, and that the rents will be
suitable to families of modest income; and,
(h) concurrentlywith these efforts to develop a land use
plan^for the entire tract, and under the direction of
the Administrator,to devise a system of rural economy
coordinatedwith the land use plan for the rural portions
of the tract surroundingthe Suburban community, - and to
integrate both the physical plans and the economies of the
rural area and the Suburban community.
Four complete towns, each with its protective greenbelt of small
! and gardens, are being built with relief labor by the
¥'!!m fm t Administration. They are near Cincinnati,Milwaukee,
Washington*.
D.C, and Bound Brook, New Jersey.

Eightstown,^New Jersey. Alfred Kastner, principal architect,
Louis I. Kahn, assistant architect and co-designer.
A town for garment workers to be completed September 1,
A cooperativeholding corporationwill purchase
the project from the Government and through supervised
management will opc-ratethe community until the full
amount is amortized. Several subsidiary cooperatives
are already being organized.
Exhibits
Map showing location of project in relation to market
ing centers and transportationfacilities
Map of town site, farm area and woodland
Town plan
Rendering; one story house, foreground study
Rendering: one story house, background study
Rendering; two story house, in perspective
Rendering; Swimming pool
Rendering; Community Center
Plans
Model of development
Greenbrook,New Jersey. Henry Churchill and Albert Mayer, architects.
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iho total area contemplatedfor this project was 3,900
acres for the town site and agriculturalbelt. Of this
125 acres was the approximate area of the first unit to
be built for 750 families, but planned for an ultimate
population oi 5,000. The dwelling units are one, two,
three and four bedroom houses in groups of two to six
a lew single family one story houses/ a small percentage
oi flats and one three story apartment house. "Orienta
tion was given great considerationso that in general all
major bedrooms and living rooms face park areas rather
than streets and receive as much sunlight as possible,
iho population was to be drawn from the surroundingin&ial
towns, the income range being probably between
#900 and #1500 a year. A town center for the first
unit was planned to take care of eventual growth. The
n
° the
cultural belt would probably have
included a cooperativefarming system.
Exhibits
Map showing relation to adjacent centers
Map showing relation to New York
Panorama
Business center
Renderings and plans of one story house
Model of double house by Henry Churchill
Plans
Model of double house by Albert Mayer
Plans
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