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Carl Mackley Houses, Philadelphia. Designed by Kastner & Stonorov, executed under the direction of W, Pope Barney.
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work cannot continue much longor on =a temporary opportunist basis.
And the U. 8. Housing Bill, which would remove many legal uncor-
taintles and sot up housing on a permanent basis, will probably
fall of enactment at this session of Congress. It is not on the
President's "must" list.

Likewlise, although a serious attempt to develop modern planning
techniques and standards of neighborhood design has becn made by
the P.W.A. and Resottlement, certain other Fodoral agencies are
among the bitterest cnomios of theso exporiments. One of the so-
called "housing" agencios provides Federal assistance to promote
the same o0ld type of speculative subdivision which 1s recsponsible
in large measure for present slums and blighted arcas.

All we have to go on, in showt, 1s a fow more or less accidental
housing projocts. As yet there is no national housing policy or
program.

We have achioved one thing in the past four yoears. We have begun
to realize that "housing" is a very complex problem, which cuts
across almost as many ficlds as thorc ar¢ speccial intercsts and
viewpoints in our society. The cconomic fact that most familios

do not have onough income to pay a profitable réntal for a decont
new dwelling; the industrial fact that unemployment 1s still rife
in the building. trades, while tho housing shortage mounts; the
social fact that slum living conditions are prevalent’ in cities
and open country; the technical fact that we know how to bulld a
better human environment; the cultural fact that a housing moveoment
would provide the ono great oppertunity for a real modern architce-
ture, as it alrcady has done in many Europocan countries; the poli-
tical fact that an effective housing program can be put through only
by organized pressure and vigilance « + « not one of these facets
of the housing problem can be neglected.

But this exhibition is not a presumptious onee It does not aim to
present the problem in toto, or analyse administrative solutions,
The exphasls here is entircly on conecreto examples of new construc-
tion which may be of vast significance in the future not only of
our architecturec, but of our ontire environment. And it may woll
be worth while to interrupt the abstract arguments and politienl
Jockeying with this simple reminder that g housing movement must
cventually be judged by its housos and not by its thoorios.

Catherine Bauer

The Museum of Mude
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Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works, Housing Division

The Housing Division of the Public Works Administration was created
in July 1930 and $125,000,000 was set aside for slum elearance and
low-cost housing. Limited dividend corporation applications were
the first projects to be considered. Only a few of the hundreds
submitted were found to satisfy the requirements of low rent, good
planning and slum clearance, the objectives of the program. The
Dlvision then turned to the alternative of public projects.

By the end of 1934 the Division was proceeding with actual plans
and commltments totaling $143,728,000 officlally allotted to pro-
jects when in December $110,000,000 of this smount was impounded
to finance direct relief. There remained only $55,728,000 with
which to carry out projects already planned to utilize the full
amount. Uncertainty about appropriations continued until April
1935 when Congress passed the Emergency Relief Apprepriation Act,
allecating $450,000,000 to urban housing. As this action did not
constitute authority for immediate action, i1t was not until June
that the Division was able to proceed. Again in 1935 its program was
was cut because of relief policies from 144 pro jects totaling
$580,000,000 to 87 projects totaling $100, 200,000 in addition to
7 projects financed by the orliginal PWA funds already under welgh.,

After many readjustments and difficulties, the program now is being
vigorously pushed ahead. At present a total of 49 projects in 35
citles in the United States and in two of its insular possessions
are now in asctive construction. Approximately 25,000families of
the low income group will be housed and direct employment provided
for gbout 50,000 bullding workers. Seven housing developments
erected by limited dividend corporations and operating on PWA loans
and under Division supervision are now occupied.

The information above was drawn from the December
1955 Bulletin of the National Association of Hou-
sing Officials and the report of the Federal Emer-
gency Administration of Public Works, Housing Div-
1sion, 1936
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le. Langston Terrace, Washington, D.C. Robinson, Porter and
Williams, architects.

A project to house 317 Negro families of low income.

The site was chosen for its proximity to market, school,
recreation faclilities and hospital. The buildings will
be two story flats, group houses and three story apart-
ments.,

Exhibits

Model of development

Perspective view

Typical living units and social rooms
Map showing location of site

2e Cedar Central, Cleveland, Ohio. W. R. McCornack, architect.

A development of three story houses to house 654 low
income families. The previous density of population
was 67 persons per acre. The new buildings will house
120 persons per acre but by orderly planning will pro=-
vide increased light, alr and rocreation grounds.

Exhibits
Site belfore demolition vs. site as planned
Night view of facade

S« Williamsburg Housing Development, New York. R. H. Shreve, Chief
architect; James F. Bly, N. W. del Gaudio, Arthur L.
Holden, William Lescaze, Samuel Gardstein, John W. Ingle,
Jre, G. Harmon Gurney, Paul Trapanl and Harry Leslie
Walker, associated architects.

Foundations are being laid for this low cost housing
development which will cover an area of approximately
10 eity blocks. The development will consist of 4
super-blocks, each of which will be surrounded by a
park area. Each super-block will include a social room,
nursery school and two play grounds. Neighborhood
stores are also included in the plane. 1614 families
will be housed in two, three, four and five room apart-
ments.

Exhibits

Perspective rendering

Facade '

Details

Plan of typical building: basement, first floor and
typical floor

Site plan

Photographs of site before and after

Map showing Williamsburg in relation to New York
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4+ Carl Mackley Houses, Juniata Park, Philadelphia. Designed by
Kastner & Stonorov, executed under the dirocction
of W. Pope Barney.

The first project started by the Housing Division,
it houses 284 famillies in two and one hallf, four
and five room apartmentse It is a limited divi-
dend corporation organized by the American Fede-
ration of Hoslery Workers. Rentals are not, how-
ever, limited to hoslery workers only and the aim
of the management is that the majority of tenants
form a cross section of the industrial population
of Northeast Philadelphiae. Rental includes olec-
tric light and refrigeration, heat and use of
laundry. For the kindergarten and swimming pool
1ominal fees of 5¢ are charged. The average ren-
tal is $9.35 per room per monthe It was ready for
occupancy January 1, 1935,

Exhibits

View from swimming pool
Detall of houses

View toward pool
General view

Bath house

Site plan

Plans

Oe VWestfield Acres,Camden,New Jersew, Associatcd architects of
Camden, New Jerscy. Joseph N. Hettel, Chief ar-
chitects Designed by Oscar G. Stonorov,.

Westfleld Acres 1s a Foderal Housing Development
flnanced entirely by the Federal Government. It
is sponsored by thoe Camden Laber Housing Committoce
a committec in which all organized labor, i.e¢. the
Amerlcan Fedoratlon of Labor and Industrial Unions
arc reopresenteds It will house 598 families in
three, four and five room apartments.

2

Exhibits

Facade ronderings
Plans

Model of development
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SUBURBAN RESETTLEMENT

Suburban Resettlement 1s a division of the Resettlement Administra-
tion. This Administration, like the Public Works Administration,
was created under the Emergency Relief Act. Unlike the Housing
Division, however, Resettlement is set up to do its own building
and has a construction division. Its objectives as stated by

J. 5. Lansill, Director, are:

(a) to secure a large tract of land and thus avoid the com-
plications ordinerily due to diverse ownerships;

(b) in this tract to create a community, protected by an en-
circling green belt upon which there will be no building;

(c) to design a community for people of predominatly low in-
come, and so arranged and administered as to encourage
that kind of community and family 1life which will be
better than they now enjoy;

(d) the dwellings and the land upon whlch they are located to
be held in one ownership, preferably a corporation to which
the Federal Government will transfer title, which corpora-
tion will rent the dwellings and not sell them;

(e) to set up a municipal government in character with such
governments now existing or possible in that region;

(f) to provide those public services of educational and othepr
character which the community will require;

(g) to accomplish these purposes in ' such a way that the com-
munity may be a tax paying participant in the region,
that extravagant outlays from the individual family in-
comé will not be n necessity, and that the rents will be
sultable to families of modest income; and,

(h) concurrently with these efforts to develop a land use
plan for the entire tract, and under the direction of
the Administrator. to devise a system of rural economy
coordinated with the land use plan for the rural portions
of the tract surrounding the Suburban community, = and to
integrate both the physical plans and the economies of the
rural area and the Suburban community.

Four complete towns, each with its protective greenbelt of small
farms, parks snd gardens, are being built with relief labor by the
Resettlement Administration. They are near Cincinnati, Milwaukee,
Viashington, D.C, und Bound Brook, New Jersey.
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1., Hightstown, New Jerseys. Alfred Kastner, principal architect,
Louis I. Kahn, assistant architect and co-designer.

A town for garment workers to be completed September 1,
1936« A cooperative holding corporation will purchase
the project from the Government and through supervised
monagement will oporate tho community until the full
amount is amortized. Several subsidliary cooporatives
are already being organlzed.

Exhibits

Map shSﬁing location of project in relation to market-
ing centors and transportation facilitics
Map of town site, farm area and woodland
Town plan

Rendering: one story house, foreground study
Rendering: one story house, background study
Rendering: two story house, 1n perspective
Rondering: Swimming pool

Rondering: Community Center

Plans

Model of deveclopment

2+ COreenbrook, New Jerscye Henry Churchill and Albert Mayer, archi-
tects.

Tho total area contemplated for this project was 3,900
acres for the town site and agricultural beclt. Of this
125 acros was the approximate area of the first unit to
be bullt for 750 families, but planned for an ultimate
population of 5,000. The dwelling units are one, two,
three and four bedroom houses in groups of two to Six,

a few single famlly one story houses, a small percentege
of flats and one three story apartment house. Orienta-
tion was given great consideration so that in general all
major bedrooms and living rooms face park arecas rather
than streets and receive as much sunlight as possible,.
The population was to be drawn from the surrounding in-
dustrial towns, the income range being probably between
$900 and $1500 a year. A town center for the first

unit was planncd to take care of eventual growth. The
final use of the agricultural belt would probably have
included a cooperative farming systom,

Exhibits

Map showing relation to adjacent centers
Map showing relation to New York
Panorama

Buslness center

Ronderings and plans of one story house
Model of double house by Henry Churchill
Plans

Model of double house by Albert Mayer
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