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IMPORTANT MODERN GERMAN PAINTING PRESENTED TO 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, NEW YORK CITY 

The f i r s t important modern Ger*.ian paint ing to be acquired by 

a New York museum w i l l be on view at the Museum of Modern Ar t , New 

York, for the f i r s t time today (tomorrow) as a par t of the Museum's 

permanent ool len t ion of modern pa in t ing . • ' 

The pa in t ing , a P o r t r a i t of Dr. Meyer-Hermann,*y Otto Dix, 

leader of the "new real ism" in German pain t ing , i s the g i f t to the 

Museum of Ph i l i p Johnson, d i r e c t o r of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l department of 

the Museum and a member of the Museum's advisory committee. 

The Dix pain t ing has been hung in the la rge second f loor 

ga l le ry in the Museum's new quar ters a t 11 West 53rd S t r e e t . I t i s 

one of several important works of paint ing and scu lp ture presented to 

the Museum by a r t connoisseurs and pat rons . -The famous Bl i s s 

co l l ec t ion of modern pa in t ings , bequeathed by the l a t e Miss Lizz ie P. 

Bl i s s to the Museum on condit ion tha t i t e s t ab l i sh i t s e l f with 

adequate endowment, remains on view in the g a l l e r i e s of the t h i rd 

floor* 

pa in t ings by o t t o Dix, including the P o r t r a i t of Dr. Meyer-

Hermann, were shown previously at the Museum in the Exhibi t ion of 

German Paint ing and Sculpture in March and Apr i l , 1931. At tha t time 

the Meyer-Hermann P o r t r a i t was l en t by the pa in te r to the Museum. I t 

was painted in 19fi6. Dr. Meyer-Hermann i s a well-known s p e c i a l i s t 

of nose and throat d iseases in Be r l i n . Singers and ac tors form h i s 

p r inc ipa l c l i e n t e l e . 

With George Grosz, Otto Dix is the leader of the movement 

cal led "the new o b j e c t i v i t y . " Alfred H. Barr, J r . , d i r ec to r of the 

Museum,' says of Dix's work, "Mordant real ism i s apparent in almost 

a l l h i s work but i s accompanied by a very keen and o r i g ina l sense of 
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the grotesque. 

*The P o r t r a i t of Dr. Meyer-Hermann i s one of the most important 

modern German paint ings in America. I t shows Dix at h i s most objec t ive . 

The rotund curves of the hands and b.3dy are w i t t i l y repeated in the 

shining sphere of the X-ray machine which r i s e s above the doctor l i ke 

a great meta l l i c busby. The effect is equally reminiscent of the 

ttaohinismes of the dada is t s and the beaut i fu l ly painted paraphernalia 

in c e r t a i n p iotures by Holbein, espec ia l ly the Astronomer in the Louvre, 

and the Two Ambassadors in London. Such a p o r t r a i t might have won 

the approval of Bronzino or even of Ingres*" 

The most widely-known of Dix 's pa in t ings , perhaps the most 

famous p ic tu re painted in post-war Europe, i s the paint ing War, one of 

a s e r i e s of paint ings and etchings in which the artaist made permanent 

h is g r i s l y memories of four years at the f ron t . The work of ©ix's 

pa in t ings of t h i s period have much in common with the work of the 

nove l i s t Remarque and are considered by c r i t i c s worthy to rank with 

Remarque's famous novel, "All Quiet on the Western Front.•» 
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