HE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

sARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

October 16, 1941.

TO &r% Rditors

City rditors
Dance Editors

Dear Sirs:

You are invited to attend or send a representative to

A PRESE PREVIEW
of two small exhibitions

MODERN PRIMITIVES

and

ISADORA DUNCAN: Drawings, Photographs,
Memorabilia

Tuesday afternoon, October &1
from 2 to 6 P.M.

at the Museum of ilodern Art
11 West 52 St., New York.

Both these exhibitions will be opened to the public Wednesday morning,
October 22, and will remain on view for an indefinite period.

The exhibition of Modern Primitives will include ten new acquisitions
which the Museum will announce at the press preview.

For any further information please telephone me at Circle 5-8900.
Sincerely,

/.,Z;z:z¢z/ /;5254{/ﬁ};ha‘sg/t/

Sarah Newmeyer
Publicity Direct
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HE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
i WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK

LEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MUSEUM OF MODERN AKT OPENS NEW SERIES OF GALLERIES

WITH TEN NEW ACQUISITIONS OF MODERN PRIMITIVES

The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, is making a new
installation of 1ts Collection and will open the first newly arrange:

gallery Wednesday, October 22, with an exhibition of Modern Primitives:

Artists «f the People, including ten new acquisitions. With these ac-

quisiticns the Museum's group of modern primitives bepnmes the fineat

and most representative Museum Qollection of its kind in the wcrld.
The new acquisitions are by men of verious humble occupétions_

who have painted in their spare time or after they had been pensionede

For the most part self taﬁght and with 1ittle education they have wcn
the admiration of leading artists and art critics because of the sim-

plicity and deep conviction of their art. In the list which follows, @

the original occupaticn of the painter 1s gilven.

BAUCHANT, Andre (born 1873). French gardencr.
Cleopatra's Barge (1939)

oil, 32" x 30 3/8"

BOMEOIS, Camille (born 1883). A French laborer and
circus strong man.

Before Entering the Ring (1930-35)

oil, 23 5/8" » 28 3/4"

HIRSHFIELD, Morris (born Russian Pcland, 1872).
American; formerly in the cloak and sult business
in Brooklyn ; |
Tiger, 1940, oil, 28" x 39 7/8"
Girl in a Mirror, 1940, oil, 40 1/8" x 22 1/4"

HUNT, ("Pa") Edward C. (1870-1034). American sportsman.
Toward the end of hig 1life he was a "character" of
Provincetown, where he died in 1934,

Peter Hunt's Antique Shop (1930-34) oil, 20" x 30 1/8"

PAPSDORF, Fred (born 1883). American; Detroit milkman.
Flowers in Vase, 1940, nil, 18 1/4" x 14 1/4"

PEYRONNET, Dominique-Paul (born 1872). French printer
and lithographer.

The Ferryman of the Moselle (c.1935) oil, 35" x 45 5/8" i

SANTO, Patsy (born Italy, 1894). American; house painter
of Bennington, Vermont.

Spring, 1940, oil, 24 1/8" x 18 1/8"

SULLIVAN, Patriel J, (born 1894). American heuse painter
and steel mill worker of Wheeling, West Virginia.
A'Hunting He Would Go, 1940, oil, 26 1/4" x 36 1/8"

(The above nine paintings were acquired by the Museum
through the Mre. John D, Rockefeller, Jr. Purchase Fund)
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WALLIS, Alfred (English, bern 1855). Flsherman
of Cornwall.

Cornish Port (c.1932-33) o1l on cardboard,

10 1/8" x 12 3/8", Gift of Ben Nicholson

In announcing the new acquisitions Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
pirector of the Museum, sald:

"For more than a dozen years the Museum has been
building up its collection of modern art but until recently
almost all its gallery space has been devoted to temporary
loan exhibitions. Last spring, to bring this unbalsanced
peolicy to an end, the third floor galleries were set aside
for the exhibition of that part of the Museum Collectlon
which includes painting, sculpture and graphic arts. During
the summer, paintings frem the Collectlion were hung in a tem-
porary manner but this provisional installation ie now being
carefully revised.

"The first gallery of the newly installed Museum
Collection 1s now open to the public. It is devcted to the
work of the artists most often labeled Modern Primitives or
Artists of the Pecple. They are sometimes called by other
names--naives, amateurs, self-taught, folk or popular artists,
Sunday painters, instinctives--names which, though none is
really satisfactory, throw some light on the character of
their art.

"The Modern Primitives have been chosen to open the
series of new galleries for two reasons: first because, with-
the ten new ecquisitions, i1t is the finest and most reprc-
sentative group of its kind in any museum in the world. and i
secondly because 1t scems the best introduction to a general _ B i
survey of modern painting such as the Museum Collection will b
eventually present. ‘

"For these 20th century primitives belong to no move- il
ment or 'ism'. They work in no tradition either technical or ‘
esthetic. All of them earn or earned thelr living as ordinary
men, pJistmen, milkmen, house painters, circus perfermers, cus-
toms officials, fishermen, farmers, printers, ditch diggers or g
mill hands. Yet they are not ordinsry men, for they love i
painting and taught themselves to paint with little or no in- o
struction, without the fellowship of other artists, often _ il 1
without even the sympathy of their friends. More impertant i
than this, they excelled at painting tc such a dcgrec that Q&
they have won the admiration of professional artists of the
highest stending.

"The Mndern Primitives, though each developed in per-
sonal isolation, seem internaticnal in character even more
than thelr professionally trained colleesgues. It is hard to
tell a French primitive from an American. All share the B 1
commen denominator of Western culture at i1ts most democratic A
level and all express the straightforward, innocent and cen- :

vincing vision of the common man, ignorant of art or unaf-
fected by 1it.

"The Modern Primitives gellery is introduced by an
alcove of 19th century American folk painting and sculpture
given by Mrs. John D, Reckefeller, Jr. some years agc and
the collection comes to & climax in Henri Roussesu's Sleeping o
Gypsy of 1897, the gift of Mrs. Simen R. Guggenheim. But the i |
bulk of the painting wes done during our own century, most of
it by men still living: Bauchant, Bombols, Peyronnet, Vivin
of Frence; Wallis of Englend; Sullivan, Santo, Hirshfield,
Kene end Pickett of the United States.

The new instellation of the Museum's Collection includcs

11lustrated explanatory labels which are presented in such way that

e i T ¥ LSRR S el g S T

the labels will not interfere with visual enjoyment of the paintinge.

GRS 1

The exhibition »f Modern Primitives will be on public view for an

indefinite pericd,
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MODERN PRIMITIVES:  Artists of the People

Opening October 21, 1941

The Museum of Modern Art g ’
11 West 53rd St. - -
New York City

gellory Noe 1. ifuscum Collection (Department of Painting and Sculpture)
(ot &all ol the Lelow Wwill bc exhivited at all times)

BARELA, Patrocino. Amecrican, horn 1908,

The Coronation of the Virgin., 1936. Pine, 205" high.
LenT by the WPA ArtT Program.

BAUCHANT, André. French, born 1873,

Clcopatra's Barge. 1939. 0il on canvas, 32 x 39-5/@".
Trs. Jomm D, Rockefeller, Jr. Purchasc Fund.

BOMBOIS, Camille. . Fronch, born 1883, il

Bofore Entering the Ring. (1930-35). 0il on canves, 23-5/8 x 28-3/4",
¥rs, John D. Rockcfcller, Jr. Purchase Fund.

CANADE, Vincent. Amcorican, born Italy 1879,
Self Portrait. (cel926). 0il od canvas over composition board.
185/ x 14", Gift of Mrs, John D. Rockefcller, Jr.

CERVANTEZ, Pedro. Amcrican, born 1215.

Croquct Ground. 1936. 0il on composition board, 19-3/4 x 28-3/4",
Lcnt by the WPa art Program,

HIRSAFIELD, IMorris. American, born Russian Poland 1872,

Tizer. 1940. O0il on canvas, 28 x 39-7/8",
lirs. John D, Rockefellcr, Jr. Purchasc Fund,

Girl in a Mirror. 1940. O0il on canvas, 40-1/8 x 22-1/4",
Mrs. John D. Rockcfellcr, Jr. Purchasc Fund.

HOYER, Thorvald Arenst, American, born Denmark, 1872, 3141

Insido the Barn. 1937, 0il on canvas, 30-1/8 x 24-1/8", |
Lont by thc WPA Art Program. Fdle
HUNT, "Pa" (Edward C.)s Amorican, 1870-1934, |

Potcr Hunt's /ntique Shop. (1230-34). O0il on convas, 20 x 30-1/8".
Mrs, John D, Rockcfcller, Jr. Purchase Fund,

E
KANE, John. Amoricon, 1860-1934, g?}

Through Colcman Hollow Up thc Allegheny Vallcy. 0il on canvas. ,;if
30 x 38=5/8", Given enonymously.

Sclf Portrait. (1929). 0il on pancl, 56-1/? % 27-1/?". i
Mrs., John De. Rockcfellcr, Jr. Purchasoc Fund.

Homecsteade, O0il on canvas, 24 x 27", L
Gift of lMrs, John D. Rockcfclleor, Jre j
|

Monongenicla River Valloy, , 1931, 0il on cenves, 28 x 38%, 3}a’
Loent by lilss adclaide il. fcGroot.

From My Studio ¥Window, 1932, 0il on canves, 22% x 343", ﬁ&

Tont by Tiss Adolaide 1. AoGroot. |




MODERN PRIMI TIVES (CONTINUED) .=

LEBDUSKA, Lawrecnce. American, born 1894.

The Monastory Farm, Rhodc Island. (1936)., O0il on rubberized cloth,
25% X 38", Mrs. John D. Rockcfcller, Jr. Purchasc Fund.

PAPSDORF, Frcde. Amcrican, born 1883.

Flowors in Vasc. 1940, O0il on cnnvas)\%B% x 141",
Wrs. John D. Rockcfeller, Jr. Purchaso Funj.

PEYRONNET, Dominique=Paul. French, born 1872,

Tho Forryman of tho Mosollc. (c.19367)s 0il on canvas, 35 x 45-5/8".
Mrs, John D. Rockcfellcr, Jr. Purchasc Fund,

PICKETT, Joscph. Amcrican, 1848-1918.

Monchcster Valley. (Probably 1914-18). 0il on canvas, 45 x 60",
Gift of lrs, John D. Rockcfcller, Jr.

ROUSSE..U, Honri. Frcnch, 1844-1910.

The Slccping Gypsy. 1897, O0il on convas, 51 x 79",
Gift of Mrse. Simon Guggcnhcim.

Junglc with a Lion. O0il on convas, 14-3/4 x 18",
Lillic P. Bliss Collcction.

SiNTO, Patsy. Amcricoan, born Italy 1894,

Spring. 1940. 0il on canves, 24-1/8 x 18-1/8", i
Mrs. John D. Rockefcller, Jr. Purchasc Fund. TR 1]

SULLIV:N, Potrick J. .morican, born 1894.

A'Hunting He Would Go. (1940). O0il on canvas, 26-1/4 x 36-1/8". f
Mrse. John D. Rockcfellcr, Jr. Purchasc Fund, i1

VIVIN, Louise. Fronch, 1861=1936.

Church of St. Lourcnt and the Garo dc 1'Este 01l on canvas. j;:
18 x 24", Gift of Mrs. Saldic Jie Maye b

i
WALLIS, Alfred, English, born 1855, T;
1

Cornish Port. (c.1932-33). 0il on cardboard, 10e1/8 x 12-3/8",
Gift of Ben Nicholson,

19th Contury Amcrican Folk and Popular irt, gifts of Mrs, John D. Rockefeller,Jr.

HICKS, Edward, Amcrican, 1780-1849,

Tho Rosidenco of David Twining in 1787, (Probably after 1811).
01l on cocnvas, 2635 x gj%u

The Pcacoablc Kingdom, (c.1833). 0il on canvas, 17& x 235", i |
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JODPRN PRIMITIVES (CONTINUED) -3

19th Contury Amcricon Folk cnd Popular .irt (Cont'd.)

TTNEKNOWN
Tho Quilting Party. (1840-1850)e 01l on wood, 13-1/4 x 256=1/4".

Gless Bowl with Fruit, (c.1820), Watcrcolor with tinscl, 17 x 13-3/4".

Baby in Red High Chair. (c.1790)e 0il on canvas, 215 x 14-3/4",

Boaglce Wood, 68 inches high.
Horsc (weathcrvanc). Cast iron, 18 inchcs high,

Honry Ward Bescher, (1850-1830). Wood, 21 inchcs high.

. 1 ; 1.
Fish (wcathoervanc). Stoamped and cut=out coppsr, 355 inches long.
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