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LIVING IK W* COUNTRY IN THiH MODtiHN MANNBB 

A aicyaorapar home In tha country S 

Raymond M* HooS, well-known Nan York architect, haa usad thia novel 

idaa In designing ai nodal for a country tower to ha shown at the exhibition 

of ifodepn Architecture at tha Uuseum of Modern Art opening Fab rue. ry 10, 

MP* Hood's modal provides an unusual development fop oountry es ta tes , 

combining tha modern conveniences of tha c i ty apartment with tha fresh 

a ir , spaciousness and recreation f a c i l i t i e s of oountry homes* 

Ten isolated to we pa, spaced a thousand feet apart, are Mr* Hood9* 

suggestion for a s i t e which, i f developed in the ordinary way, would be 

given over to 150 individual houses. JSaoh tower w i l l have i t s own plot 

of ground, foming a large community garden for the residents of the 

tower* In common, each group of residents w i l l have swimming pools, play 

grounds, squash and tennis courts, flower and garden In priwaoy. Garages 

are part of the plan of each tower* 

*The usual method of oountry subdivision haa been to divide into 

plots varying from one half to one acre with an Individual house on each," 

Mr* Hood says in explaining Ms model* "In such sohemet the natural beatty 
v s i t e j 

of the^Bfii and the charm of the oountry disappear In large part to make 

place for numberless separated houses, garages, kitchen yards and the long 
• 

poads neoeasary to serve them* What was formerly is phaps a palling* 

wooded countryside becomes a crowded suburb, where the residents have 

l i t t l e privacy* and where the houses out off one another's l i g h t , a i r and 

view*" 

The tower which Mr* Hood has designed Is bui l t on the principle of 

a h ig i ly standardized e i ty skyscraper* In the center i s a service core 

whioh i s the ver t ica l meana of c irculat ion* and oontaina within I t s e l f a l l 

the meohanioal needs of the building. The f loors are substantial ly shelves 

on whfcen each tenant w i l l bui l t his apartment, just as the o f f i ce tenant 



-a-

In the e l t y bullda hie o f f lee arrangement Into a skyscraper, fln the 

exterior the windows run from the e i l l height to the c e l l i n g . They are 

arranged In unite and oan be taken out at w i l l to form porehee or 

terraces wherever desired* within* the l imits of the e l s e of the floor 

and the height of the ee l l lng 9 almost complete f l e x i b i l i t y In plan 

arrangement and Interior ef fect can be obtained. 

A study of the cost of oo net motion Of suoh a tower has shown that 

a house, occupying one f loor, together with i t s share In the ownership 

of the gardens and services , would oost from 15 to 25 per cent to of a 

house of the same s iae on I t s own proportionate plot of ground. Suoh a 

project can bo build either on a cooperative or rental b a s i s , 

"There le no pretension that such a scheme replace* the ordinary 

country house," says Mr. Kood. "But* although the majority of people 

have a sense of proprietorship that only the individual house on i t s 

own plot of ground oan s a t i s f y , there i s a rapidly Increasing c lass of 

people to whom the scheme of the country tower wi l l appeal* They inoluda 

those who have a die taste for the householders* worries and do not want 

the burden and responsibil i ty of a country house, and those who l ike to 

travel and need a home which they can leave eas i l y ." 

Mr. Hood's country tower model i s designed for an old and 

beautiful ly wooded estate on a h i l l top commanding a magnificent view 

in a l l directions over the Hwjrit Hudson Hiver va l ley . 
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