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TWO FROM TAIWAN: HOU HSIAO-HSIEN AND EDWARD YANG

September 8 - 16, 1989

The works of Taiwanese filmmakers Hou Hsiao-hsien and Edward Yang are the
focus of an eight-day program at The Museum of Modern Art. Opening on September
8, 1989, TWO FROM TAIWAN: HOU HSIAO-HSIEN AND EDWARD YANG presents seven feature
films made between 1982 and 1987. Hou and Yang helped found a Taiwanese New Wave
in the early eighties, a movement which offers an alternative to a stagnant
national cinema closely linked to the film industries of Hong Kong and the United
States.

As opposed to the costly escapist comedies, romances, and propaganda fi]ms
of Taiwanese cinema, the New Wave works of Hou and Yang are intimate, realistic,
and low budget. Part of the "Chinese baby-boomer" generation, these filmmakers
are among the first to grow up in an industrialized Taiwan. Hou and Yang have
developed their own cinematic expression and, unlike their predecessors, tackle
social issues such as the effects of industrialization and westernization of
Taiwan and nostalgia for the values of a traditional lifestyle.

Hou Hsiao-hsien (pronounce: ho shiow-shin) is an intuitive, lyrical artist
whose humanistic films strike a balance between sentiment and detachment. Often
semi-autobiographical, Hou’s films are moving and intimate pictures of young
people growing up in Taiwan in the fifties and sixties. The series includes The

Boys From Fengkuei (1983), the adventures of an unruly group of high-school

students waiting for their military papers; A Summer at Grandpa’s (1985), the

story of a sister and brother sent to the country while their mother is

hospitalized; and Daughter of the Nile (1987), a portrait of a teenage girl whose

uprooted family is living in contemporary Taipei. Also included is Hou’s third

-more-
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feature film, Green, Green Grass of Home (1982), a light comedy centering on a

group of schoolchildren in a small town.

Born on mainland China in 1947, Hou moved with his family to Taiwan in 1948.
The filmmaker’s father died when he was twelve years old, his mother died six
years later. He graduated from the Taiwan National Academy of Arts in 1972 and

directed his first film in 1979. His most recent film, Sorrowful City (1989), is

in competition in the 1989 Venice Film Festival.

Edward Yang’s films are cool sophisticated tales set in contemporary Taipei.
The notion of alienation and isolation as a result of an urban lifestyle are
integral to Yang’s films; his characters often suffer from problems of identity.

This program features three films directed by Yang including That Day on the

Beach (1983), the story of a young woman torn between the demands of her family

and her own identity; and Taipei Story (1985), an exploration of a young man’s

growing dissatisfaction with his life.

Like Hou, Yang was born in 1947 on mainland China, and his family moved to
Taiwan in 1949. 1In 1972 Yang completed a masters program in computer science at
the University of Florida. In 1974 he enrolled in a film program at the
University of Southern California and in 1980 returned to Taiwan to direct
television films. Yang was one of four directors to contribute a segment to the

film In Our Times (1982), which is considered to be the first New Wave film in

Taiwan.

TWO FROM TAIWAN was organized by Adrienne Mancia, curator, Department of
Film, in cooperation with The American Film Institute and The Coordination
Council for North American Affairs. This exhibition has been made possible by a

grant from General Dynamics Corporation.

* * *
No. 82

For further information or film stills, contact Sarah Eaton, film press
representative, Department of Public Information, 212/708-9750.
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Tha Museum of Modern Art

TWO _FROM TAIWAN: HOU HSTAO-HSIEN AND EDWARD YANG

September 8 - 16, 1989

Friday, September 8

3:00 p.m. Green, Green Grass of Home (Tsai na ho-pan
ch’ing-ts’ao-ch-ing) (1982). Hou Hsiao-hsien. 89 minutes.
In Mandarin, Chinese and English subtitles.

6:00 p.m. That Day on the Beach (Hai-t’an-te yi-t’ien) (1983). Edward
. Yang. 164 minutes. In Mandarin, Chinese and English
subtitles.

Saturday, September 9

2:30 p.m. The Boys from Fengkuei (Feng-kuei-lai-te jen) (1984). Hou
* Hsiao-hsien. 101 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.

5:30 p.m. Taipei Story (Ch’ing-mei chu-ma) (1984). Edward Yang. 115
minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese and English
subtitles.

Sunday, September 10

2:30 p.m. A Summer at Grandpa’s (Tung-tung-te chia-ch’i) (1984). Hou
Hsiao-hsien. 102 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.

5:30 p.m. The Terrorizer (K'ung-pu fen-tzu) (1986). Edward Yang. 103
minutes. In Mandarin, Chinese and English subtitles.

Monday, September 11

3:00 p.m. Daughter of the Nile (Ni-lo-ho nu-erh) (1987). Hou

Hsiao-hsien. 90 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.

6:00 p.m. Green, Green Grass of Home (Tsai na ho-pan
ch’ing-ts’ao-ch-ing) (1982). 89 minutes. Hou Hsiao-hsien.
In Mandarin, Chinese and English subtitles.
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Tuesday, September 12

2:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

That Day on the Beach (Hai-t’an-te yi-t’ien) (1983). Edward
Yang. 164 minutes. In Mandarin, Chinese and English
subtitles.

The Boys from Fengkuei (Feng-kuei-lai-te jen) (1984). Hou
Hsiao-hsien. 101 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.

Friday, September 15

3:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Taipei Story (Ch’ing-mei chu-ma) (1984). Edward Yang. 115
minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese and English
subtitles.

A Summer at Grandpa’s (Tung-tung-te chia-ch’i) (1984). Hou
Hsiao-hsien. 102 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.

Saturday, September 16

2:3C p.m.,

5:30 p.m.

The Terrorizer (K’ung-pu fen-tzu) (1986). Edward Yang. 103
minutes. In Mandarin, Chinese and English subtitles.

Daughter of the Nile (Ni-lo-ho nu-erh) (1987). Hou
Hsiao-hsien. 90 minutes. In Hokkien and Mandarin, Chinese
and English subtitles.




