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GALA BENEFIT PREMIERE OF CLINT EASTWOOD'S "FIREFOX"

WILL LAUNCH $6,000,000 MoMA FILM PRESERVATION DRIVE

FIREFOX, starring, produced and directed by
Clint Eastwood, will have a gala premiere on June
14, 1982, to benefit the Film Preservation Fund of
The Museum of Modern Art. The benefit is the first
to be organized in support of f£ilm preservation,
and serves to launch MoMA's campaign to raise a to-
tal of $6,000,000 to complete the preservation of
its Archive of over 8,000 films.

FIREFOX, a film of high adventure and inter-
national intrigue, will premiere at the Cinema I
theater, and a black-tie supper will follow at the
Hotel Pierre, with dancing to the music of Peter
Duchin and his orchestra. Mr. Eastwood will attend.

Plans for the gala benefit were unveiled at

a cocktail party for the Benefit Committee held in

the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lauder. The announce-
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ment was made by Mrs. Deane Johnson, Chairman of the Committee with,

as Honorary Co-Chairmen, Mrs. Armand P. Bartos; Mr. William S. Paley,

Chairman of the Museum's Board of Trustees; Mrs. John D. Rockefeller

3rd, President of the Museum; and Mr. Steven J. Ross,

Warner Communications, Inc.

Chairman of

Also in attendance to lend their support to the preservation

endeavour were Lillian Gish, an Honorary Committee member and a

major donor to the Museum's Archive; and Joe Hyams,
of Warner Bros., FIREFOX's distributor.

a Vice-President

The FIREFOX benefit represents the first time that The Museum

of Modern Art, a film company, Warner Bros., and a filmmaker have

joined together to raise funds for film preservation.

It was at Mr.

Eastwood's personal request that FIREFOX's New York premiere benefit

the Museum's Film Archive. During a visit to MoMA for a special

program of his films in 1980, Mr. Eastwood became interested in the
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preservation program conducted by the Archive, which
was begun in the mid-1930's and is today one of the
world's foremost collections of international historic
and classic films.

As the costs of film stock soar, and Federal funds
shrink, the Museum must seek substantial support from the
private sector to save its collection from chemical deter-

ioration.

"The FIREFOX Benefit is an important opportunity to

publicize the urgent need to preserve our film heritage,"

said Mary Lea Bandy, Director of MoMA's Film Department.
"Films are deteriorating quickly, and even color films
made just five years ago have begun to fade at an alarming
rate. How poor film history will be for future students if
film archives cannot successfully complete our most impor-
tant task. Our investment, which today may seem time-consum-
ing and costly, is a small one in the long run, and must
be made."

The Department of Film is grateful to Clint Eastwood
and to Warner Communications, Inc., for their support of
our preservation efforts, and believes this premiere will
help promote the cause to a wide public, as well as within the
film and television industries.

FIREFOX will open its regular engagements, in New York
and elsewhere, on June 18.
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For further information, please contact Alicia Springer, Film
Press Representative, The Museum of Modern Art, 956-7289.
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