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Chuck Close's first major print, a portrait head which is probably the largest 

mezzotint ever made, and an environment by Argentine printmaker Liliana Porter will 

be on view at The Museum of Modern Art from January 13 through February 28 as the 

latest in the Museum's "Projects" series devoted to recent work by contemporary 

artists. 

Chuck Close, known for his 9 x 7 foot paintings of portrait heads, executed the 

mezzotint Keith at Crown Point Press, Oakland, California, in the spring of 1972. 

As in his paintings, Close worked from a photograph, meticulously translating the 

photographic information to a large format. 

Nineteen progressive proofs, which illustrate the artist's method of working, 

will be exhibited with the finished print and the copper plate. Close has said of 

his use of the medium: "I wanted the print to be more a record of an attempt to 

make a print. That's why I scratched the grid into the plate and why the image 

doesn't hold together as a whole as much as the paintings do. I didn't want to 

disguise the fact that I made the print piece by piece—I didn't want to try to 

shove it together and make it look mysteriously like one whole image afterward. 

The grid shows the increment that I was working with, the work-a-day problems of 

making the print. It was like making something out of bricks." 

Liliana Porter's environment consists of actual objects such as wool, nails, 

and hooks, which have been affixed to the same gallery walls on which images of 

similar objects have been serigraphed. The interplay of images and objects and the 

perception of two- and three-dimensional space are a focus of the artist's environ

ments and individual prints. Porter has said: "Reality is not [only] what you touch, 

but also what you feel. My work is one-half illusion and one-half reality. I don't 

know if the printed thing is more [of an] illusion that the reality of the real 

thing." 

(more) 
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Liliana Porter was born in Buenos Aires and has studied in Argentina and 

Mexico. Although she makes prints in editions, she has also created environments 

incorporating printed images at the Museo de Bellas Artes, Caracas, Venezuela, 

the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Santiago, Chile, and the Galleria Diagramma, 

Milan, Italy. Although Porter has lived in the United States since 1965, she has 

profound feelings about her own cultural heritage: "I am one culture. You are 

another. Art is presented as if we all have to speak English. Being Latin American 

is my identity, and I hope someday to express that fully." 

The Chuck Close and Liliana Porter exhibitions are directed by Howardena 

Pindell, Assistant Curator of Prints and Illustrated Books, with assistance on the 

Close exhibition by Carol Giamartino, Curatorial Intern in the Department of Prints 

and Illustrated Books. 
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Additional information available from Elizabeth Shaw, Director, and Mark Segal, 
Assistant, Department of Public Information, The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 
53rd Street, New York, New York 10019. Phone: (212) 956-7501, -7296. 


