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DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, SR. GIVES 13 TONS OF FILM TO FILM MUSEUM 

John E. Abbott , D i r e c t o r of the Museum of Modern Art Film 

Library, announces the a c q u i s i t i o n of the e n t i r e f i lm c o l l e c t i o n of 

Douglas F a i r b a n k s , Sr. The g i f t of Mr. F a i r b a n k s , t h i s i s the 

la rges t group of motion p i c t u r e s which the Film L ib ra ry has ye t r e ­

ceived, while the t r a n s f e r by boat from Hollywood t o New York of t he 

t h i r t e e n tons or 2 ,700,000 f ee t of c e l l u l o i d which i t inc luded con­

s t i t u t e d t he b i g g e s t s i n g l e shipment of f i lm ever made. 

This h i s t o r i c c o l l e c t i o n comprises not only a l l of those 

movies made wi th or by Mr. Fa i rbanks i n h i s long and c o l o r f u l c a r e e r 

but c e r t a i n o t h e r s i n which he a l so had an i n t e r e s t . In a d d i t i o n 

there are many thousands of f ee t of p i c t u r e s taken by Mr. Fa i rbanks 

p r i v a t e l y . These i n c l u d e the very l a r g e amount of foo tage shot by 

the a c t o r on two of h i s t r i p s round the globe but not inc luded in h i a 

p ic ture Around t he World i n Eighty Minutes . The s u b j e c t s which i t 

records range from savages t o c e l e b r i t i e s , from Spor ts even ts to 

glimpses of the a c t o r ' s family and i n c l u d e s t u d i e s of r a r e fauna and 

f lora in d i s t a n t and u n c i v i l i z e d r e g i o n s , s t r ange and exo t i c l a n d ­

scapes and much d a t a of i n t e r e s t t o s c i e n t i s t s . 

Popular i n t e r e s t i n t he g i f t , however, w i l l c e r t a i n l y c e n t e r 

around t h o s e f i lms which made Douglas F a i r b a n k s , Sr. so famous for 

two decades . His f i r s t motion p i c t u r e The Lamb, produced in 1915 un­

der D. W. G r i f f i t h ' s s u p e r v i s i o n , i s i nc luded i n t he g i f t as are h i s 

ta lk ing f i lms Mr. Robinson Crusoe (1932) and The Taming of the Shrew, 

made with Mary Piokford i n 1929. The e a r l y pe r iod of the s t a r ' s 

screen c a r e e r , when he won world p o p u l a r i t y as the smi l ing and 

a t h l e t i c he ro of fas t -moving modern comedies , i s f u l l y r e p r e s e n t e d as 

well as t he phase t h a t succeeded i t , when Fa i rbanks abandoned s t o r i e s 

with a modern s e t t i n g for r i ch ly -mounted costume p ieces such as 

The Thief of Bagdad. As a member of the g r e a t t r i u m v i r a t e c o n s i s t i n g 

of Mary P ickford , Char l e s Chapl in and h imsel f , Fa i rbanks for long 

years he ld a l e a d i n g p o s i t i o n in the f i lm i n d u s t r y as p r o d u c e r - s t a r . 

during the 1 9 2 0 ' s h i s f i lms played an impor tan t pa r t in r e - p o p u l a r i z ­

ing oostume-f i lms as well as e s t a b l i s h i n g many i n n o v a t i o n s in se t 

designing and in l i g h t i n g . E a r l i e r than t h a t , h i s modern comedies, 
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m0St of them made in c o l l a b o r a t i o n with An i t a Loos, had i n t roduced 

the vogue fo r "w i se - c r ack ing" s u b t i t l e s . L ive ly memories of h i s i n ­

fectious g r i n , of h i s gymnast ic escapes and dashing combats w i l l be 

r e V ived by the news t h a t t h e Fa i rbanks f i l m s , so wholesome and so 

widely appea l ing t o young and o ld a l i k e i n a l l c o u n t r i e s , have now 

been p resen ted t o the Museum of Modern Art Film L i b r a r y for perma­

nent p r e s e r v a t i o n . Among the o the r best-remembered of h i s f i lms i n ­

cluded in t he g i f t a r e : 

Manhattan Madness - (1916) 

The Americano - (1916) 

The Man from Pain ted Post - (1917) 

Wild and Woolly - (1917) 

In Again Out Again - (1917) 

Reaching fo r the Moon - (1917) 

He Comes up Smiling - (1918) 

When the Clouds Roll By - (1919) 

Knickerbocker Buckeroo - (1919) 

The Mollycoddle - (1920) 

The Mark of Zorro - (1920) 

The Nut - (1921) 

The Three Musketeers - (1921) 

Robin Hood - (1922) 

The Black P i r a t e - (1926) 

The Gaucho - (1927) 

The Museum of Modern Art Film L i b r a r y p lans to show a number 

of the Fa i rbanks f i lms i n motion p i c t u r e programs soon to be an­

nounced. These programs w i l l be given f i r s t in New York and w i l l 

then be c i r c u l a t e d non-commercial ly th roughout the count ry t o 

museum*, c o l l e g e s , schools and f i lm-s tudy g roups . 

Douglas F a i r b a n k s , Sr. was born i n Denver i n 1883, made h i s 

stage debut in 1901 and en t e r ed motion p i c t u r e s i n 1915. 


