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To: Assignment Editors ^^^^ 2, 1971 

From: Elizabeth Shaw, Director, Depnrtment of Public Information. Phone: 956-7501. 

On Thursday, .tune 3, at 11:30 am, a 2300 square foot "floating" tent will be un

furled from a 50-foot mast above the Upper Terrace of The Museum of Modern Art's Sculp

ture Garden. Entrance for press and others guests is at 8 West 5Ath Street. 

"The Frei Otto Tent" will cover an exhibition of photographs o£ other work by this 

well-known German ^rchitett who is now designing the tents for the 1972 Olympic Games 

in Munich. His tent structure for the German exhibition at Canada's Expo attracted 

worldwide attention. The tent will be open to the public June 10, following a pre

view benefit dance on June 9. 

Larry Medlin, Otto's associate who designed this suspended structure for the exhi

bition, is in New York from St. Louis where he is a Professor at Washington University. 

The exhibition, directed by Ludwig Glaeser, Curator of Architecture and Design at The 

Museum of Modern Art, will open on July 7. 

A German engineer flew to New York last weekend to work with the Museum's crew. 

Footings for the cables and the masts that support the bird-like structure were in

stalled in May. The tent, made of Trevira^^ High Tenacity polyester fiber will be 

hoisted by winches. 

Tents, usually associated with wandering tribes, armies or circuses, have, how

ever, always been » concern of builders and architects because of their inherent unique 

possibilities of increasing the area covered. Today, with high strength steel for 

masts and synthetic fibers for membranes, tents can provide remarkable spans with rea

sonable life expectance. "Its collapsibility makes the tent the mobile building par 

excellence," Mr, Glaeser comments. "Thus the current revival of the tent seems appro

priate for an age of programmed obsolescence and promising for a future of ever larger 

surfaces roofed on this and other planets." 

Frcl Otto, who constructed glider planes as a boy, has been developing tensile 

structures since 1947,̂  when he was 22 years old. 

L. Stromayer & Co., manufacturers of the tent, have contributed to the exhibition. 

Sponsors Include the Federal Republic of West Germany and Farbwerke Hoechst. 



\ . . . . . . ^ 'i^:-, 
:t<^r:^ 

'<: "1:. •'. • :• .•V"V' 

•' • '• > • ••.' / 

I 

r'' ̂ . v./,. f ' 

'.^ ̂  

U' 
• i ^ : - . - v l , ' ^ 

Y';;.!.i • • 
,̂'/ j Exhibition Btracttnft The preatressed tensile •eabrana is exsaplAxy of n:oi Otto*s 

',' 1 

,'>i;i 

' I 

/'. 
,.>. .! 

i'̂  

worki OBpeoially tho rotractablo roof syotoMi ho has dsTolopod in recsnt years. In 

isms of his theory of a ''•iiiinal str'̂ ietursf** the tent eorers a eonsiderable surfaes! 

(2t300 sqtiars feet) with a liaited aaoont of Material and labor* The thin* alaoet 

translttcent* aeabrane aade of vinyl-ooated polyestei; is suspended at one point froa 

two connected steel aasts* Straddling the roo^t these aasts also support the steel J 

cables which prqTide the necessary tension and stability for the aeabrane and the 

•asts as well* The aast footings and cabls anchors sre boltsd to the concrete beans 

of the terrace structuret aseuring the teat against any ttp*lift wind forces* The 

shape of the aeabrane is ooapossd of a doae-like center and a sail-shaped extension 

abore the stairs leading to the terrace* Sfiifted slightlx out of the courtyard axis 

the axhibition structure is aeaaUlYsly adafted i« Urn aitst It will hover like a f 

aail abova il^'aoHlptara gardast t4 aaoH a gtnwtwnd iiMMlt«iiMi as a aadlfianl\ 

•aafigvaiUatt im Ms 9m 
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Displayt The •xhibition la a aurvay of liral Otto'a work praaenting hia porinolpal 

thaoratical aiudlaa as veil aa hia aajor axeouted buildings. It includaa a total of 5S 

projaota organiaad into aix groupai oabla and aast supported nenbraneai large scale 
I • 

projectat the Genum Pairilion at CXPO *67 in Hontrealv retractable roofay air-aupportad 

pneunatio aeabranea and experiaental atudies outside the field of tenaion atructureiT; , 

The projecta are ahoim in photographio enlargenenta (99 with an average aiie of 37 x 
. . . . '• , 

<f5 inchea)t each aoeoapanied bj aaaller pietnrea and diagraimatie dravingat aa well aa 

identification labels and explanatory texta* 

V The enlargenenta are eabedded in atandardiaed panela (7 x ^̂  feet) of white fiberglaaSf 

,; , I protecting the diaplay fronjieather and danage* It ia the first tine thia techniquof • 

1 ! developed for outdoor aigna* will be eaployed for an exhibition* Another innovatioil , 
• ' • » • • 

•)^'J ia the ayatea pf claapa whieh will eonneot the dii^lay panels* Both eleaenta will < j 

j facilitate the installation and dissantling» aadt thereforst the oironlation of the 

J exhibition. I i 
i'-.̂ ':'.: 

i The exhibition ia aoooapanied by a aubatantial catalogue* Deaigned for a fomat of j 

' 9 V 3 ^ iO^A inehea» it will include i02 platea illuatrating each of the aeleeted ' 

porojeota hf at leaat one full-page reproduction* Mditional illuatrationa aa well 

* aa explanatory'^scta auppleaent ths checklist aaking It a valuable reference source* 
;:'J : 

An extsiisivs introduction sxplores ths slgnifisaibs sf J^l'Otto's esntribstlon ts 
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