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•'•Tiie Ncr Arioricc'Ji P a i n t i n g and S c u l p t u r e : Tl iO'Firs t Gcncrr-t ion", nov a t Tile 

lluseuin of "Modern" A r t , I s o s t e n s i b l y an h i s t o r i c a l survey of tile- h e r o i c y e a r s 

of Abs t r ac t -E :q3 re s s ion i sn . More impor t an t ly i t is- in tended t o b u i l d fo r The 

Jluse'ua of "Modern" Ar t t h e v o r l d ' s r.iajor c o l l e c t i o n of t h a t pe r iodo This i s 

being done a t t h e e-:pense of t h e a r t i s t s irho, izi most cases j liave been aslcod 

t o donate na jo r vorlc. t o t h i s sho i r /co l lea t ion in order- t o ^Tiarantee t h c n s e l v o s 

a p l a c e i n h i s t o r y . These vorlcs could have been but Trere not, pufchased by 

t h e liuseum Trhen they ve r e r e l a t i v e l y t indes i rab lc -and inercpensive • 

I f t h i s had been organized a s ' a loan eho-.r ( i«e» i n c l u d i n g irorlj: borrovred from 

o the r p r i v a t e and publ ic , c o l l e c t i o n s ) / t h e Museum*s a b i l i t y t o acc^uire f r e e 

a r t vou ld have been cons ide rab ly T;oaT:enod» The a r t i s t s coxild s t i l l have 

T o i u n t a r i l y donated irorTxs, bu t t h e i r p l a c e s in t h i s " h i s t o r i c a l " shov and' 

ca t a logue Troiild have been governed by l e s s a r b i t r a r y f a c t o r s than t h e 

c n r r e n t a v a i l a b i l i t y of vorl : or t h e a r t i s t s ' i r i l l i n g n e s s t o g ive naJo r 

. p i eces o • • / • . , , ' • ' ' ; . . • "-.-'•'...'-

Ajr t h e p r e s e n t e :chibi t ion vas o rgan ised , the- lluseun purchasecl one vork- by 

t h o s e l i v i n g a r t i s t s no t p r e v i o u s l y i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n j but cons ide red 

n e c e s s a r y t o t h e shov* Donations vere a l so s o l i c i t e d from t h e e s t a t e s of 

dead a r t i s t s . The burden of t h e ex l i ib i t ion Tras l e f t , t h e r e f o r e , on those 

l i v i n g a r t i s t s Trhose T/ork T/as a l ready r e p r e s e n t e d , of ten u n s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , 

i n t h e 2,h.iserjn*s c o l l e c t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , a l a r g e r c o l l e c t i o n under t h e 

Kuseun ' s p r e s e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n n e c e s s i t a t e s a l a r g e r b u i l d i n g program 

irhich con t inues t o d i v e r t noney from a c q u i s i t i o n s of contenporary a r t . 

This A b s t r a c t Erq^re js ionis t s h o v / c o l l e c t i o n Tril l p rov ide t h e prime source 

of in format ion for s t u d e n t s and h i s t o r i a n s vorl i ing in th i& f i e l d (a f a c t 

s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned in correspondence from the }.Iuseuin t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

a r t i s t s ) . Thus t h e r e q u e s t fo r donat ions from t h e a r t i s t s c o n s t i t u t e s a 

s u b t l e form of b l a c l c n a i l . 

In t h e f u t u r e o t h e r a r t i s t s 'hdll be confronted by s i m i l a r a b u s e s . This 

p r o t e s t i s be ing made by t h e Art V/orkers* C o a l i t i o n , an a r t i s t s ' group 

concerned i r i th t h e r i ' j h t s and mora l i t y of a r t i s t s , , as a p r e v e n t a t i v e as 

v e i l as a c o r r e c t i v e measure . 
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