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¥The New Americon Painting end Scﬁlpture: The First Generabtion", now et The
Juseum of "Modern" Ari, is ostensibly en historical survey of tle heroie yeers
of Abstrect Expressionisne More importently it is intended to L111g for THe
Museun of "Hodera" Art the world's mejor collection of that periods This'is
being dome at the expense of the a;tists vho, in most ceses, hove been esked
to donate major work to this show/colledtion in order to guorantee thcnvolv
‘& place in history. These works could have been bub weré not purchased by
the liuscum when they were relat*ve1y'uﬁdesirablc‘aﬁd ine:;nensive°
If this hed besen orgenized as’s loom ghow (i.es ineluding vork Borrowed from
-other privete end public: colleculoﬁs), the Muscum's abilﬁoy to acquire free
'lart_vould have been considerably weekensd., The ertists could still heve
volunterily donotaed ﬂo““s, but their places in this "hist orical" show end
catelogue would have been governéd by less erbiirery factors then the
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current availability of work or the ertists' willingness to give major

e
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" Ag the present exhibition was orgen -éé, the Muszum purchased one work by
those living artists not previously in the collection, but considered
“necessary to the showe. Donations were also solicited from the estates of
.dead ertists. The burden of the exhibition wes lefi; therefore, on those
living ertists vhose work wes already represented, often unsdtisfectorily,
in the Museun's collection, In addition, & larger collection under the
Museun's present organizetion necessitates & larger building progrem

which continues to divert monecy from ccquisitions of contemporary art.,

This Abstract'Exnfession{st show/collection will provide the primo source
of inforruulou for students end historiens worl ting in this ficld (& fact
specifically mentioned in correup01dence from the luseum to perticipeting
ertists). Thus the request for donations from the artists constitutes e

‘subtle form of blaclmeil.

In the future other artists will be confronted By similar ebuses. This
protest is being made by the Art Vorkers' Coalition, an ertists' group
concerned with the rights and morality of artists, es o preventative as
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well os a corrective measure.
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