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THE LILLIE P . BLISS 

INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTER 

The Lil l ie P . Bl i ss In ternat ional Study Center was c rea ted to make ava i l ­

able to students and scho la r s the Museura ' s unique r e s o u r c e s for r e s e a r c h 

in the modern a r t s . The es tab l i shment of the Study Center , f i r s t announced 

in 1959 and formal ly dedicated in 1968,was a logical s tep in the M u s e u m ' s 

growth. 

The Museum was founded in 1929 to collect and exhibit modern works of 

painting and sculpture then r a r e l y found in Amer i can m u s e u m s . Publ ic 

i n t e r e s t was immedia te and, in r e sponse , the Museum soon extended its 

col lect ions and p r o g r a m s to include all the visual a r t s . In addition to 

Painting and Sculpture , depa r tmen t s of Arch i t ec tu re and Design, F i l m , 

Photography, P r i n t s and Drawings were createdo A r e s e a r c h l i b r a r y was 

es tabl ished; c i rcula t ing exhibitions and internat ional p r o g r a m s were 

developed. 

Through i ts col lec t ions , l i b r a r y , exhibitions and publications the Museum 

has been influential in es tabl ishing the study of modern a r t as a recognized 

field of r e s e a r c h . At the same t i m e , Amer ican un ivers i t i e s have expanded 

the i r p r o g r a m s of a r t h i s to ry to include the study of modern a r t , which 
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r equ i r e s a c c e s s to the kinds of r e s o u r c e s the Museum has a m a s s e d . 

These can be divided into th ree groups : the works of a r t t hemse lves ; 

or iginal pape r s , tapes and films about a r t i s t s and works of a r t ; and 

pr inted r e c o r d s such as books, per iodica ls and exhibition ca ta logues . 

It is r a r e to find them all housed in one inst i tut ion. 

The Study Center was organized to encourage the b roades t possible use 

of the Museum' s unique r e s o u r c e s . The collect ions which were not on 

view in the ga l l e r ies or on loan to other ins t i tu t ions , were t r a n s f e r r e d 

f rom re la t ively inaccess ib le and sca t t e red dead s torage a r e a s into new 

study r o o m s . The Abby Aldr ich Rockefel ler P r in t Room, founded in 1949, 

was enlarged in 1964 to pe rmi t ready a c c e s s to v i r tual ly the ent i re co l lec ­

tion of pr in ts and i l lus t ra ted books. The Edward Steichen Photography 

Center was opened in 1964 and has been act ively used by s tudents , s cho la r s 

and a r t i s t s since that t ime . In May 1968, with the formal dedication of the 

Lill ie P . Bl i ss Internat ional Study Center , a new a r e a was c rea ted for the 

study of F i lm , the L i b r a r y was moved to new and l a r g e r q u a r t e r s , and new 

study s torage a r e a s were built for the depar tmen t s of Arch i tec tu re and 

Design and Painting and Sculpture . 

Although the new insta l la t ions have made most of the works of a r t a cce s s ib l e , 

the furni ture collection and some la rge pieces of sculpture miust r ema in in 

dead s torage until miore space can be found. The drawing collection, now 

brought together in new q u a r t e r s , st i l l lacks sufficient space for both 
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cu ra to r i a l work and for v i s i t o r s to the Center . The L i b r a r y must be 

fur ther improved, i ts collections expanded and m o r e study space made 

available for r e s e a r c h . The p resen t col lect ions of photographic r ep roduc ­

t ions , s l ides , mic ro f i lms , tapes and v ideo- tapes must undergo c o m p r e ­

hensive reorganiza t ion in p repara t ion for fur ther enlargemient. Most 

impor tan t , the raany or iginal papers now housed in var ious Museum 

depa r tmen t s which contain valuable information for the h i s to ry of modern 

a r t mus t be organized and a r r anged in a cen t ra l a rch ive . All the r e s o u r c e s 

for study can then be recorded in a catalogue a r r anged according to a s y s ­

t e m suitable not only for the Museumi but for the many r e s e a r c h cen te r s 

now being planned in m u s e u m s throughout the world. Eventually, through 

the use of compu te r s , the Study Center will become a major depos i tory of 

information on the modern a r t s . 

In addition to miaking i ts r e s o u r c e s avai lable for study, the Internat ional 

Study Center is developing p r o g r a m s for publicat ions, educational pro jec ts 

and exchange of p e r s o n s . The Study Center will r egu la r ly send a bulletin 

to un ive r s i t i e s , co l leges , a r t schools and museums to offer information 

about i ts r e s o u r c e s and p r o g r a m s and to encourage the in terchange of such 

information about other ins t i tu t ions , and will publish a scholar ly journal 

covering all fields of modern a r t . 

L e c t u r e s , symposia and special p r o g r a m s will be sponsored by the Study 

Center in connection with the Museum's exhibition p r o g r a m and the Cen te r ' s 

special r e s o u r c e s . Although the Center does not offer cou r ses or grant 
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d e g r e e s , advanced c l a s s e s from other inst i tut ions can make specia l a r r a n g e ­

ments to mee t in the Center . 

In te rnships will be offered to qualified people all over the world who wish 

to l ea rn museum techniques or work in specific a r e a s of the Museum ' s 

col lect ion. Fel lowships will be available for advanced students and scho la r s 

who wish to pursue the i r own re sea rch , in the Study Center . It is fitting that 

the f i r s t such fellowship should honor the late Ren^ d 'Harnoncour t , D i rec to r 

of the Museum from 1949 to 1968, who conceived and organized the Center . 

This fellowship is now offered to younger scho la r s working on pro jec ts 

re la ted to holdings in the collect ion, l i b r a r y or a r ch ives of the Museum. 

The Lil l ie P. Bl iss Internat ional Study Center was named after one of the 

fovinders of the Museum, a woman of unusual vision about the future, 

dedicated to extending the understanding of miodern a r t . R e s e a r c h and 

scho la r sh ip made poss ib le by the Center will help fur ther our knowledge, 

percept ion and apprec ia t ion of the place of modern a r t in twentieth century 

l ife. The crea t ion of a Center bear ing her name is thus a reaff i rmat ion 

by the Museum of Modern Art of its bas ic commitment to help people enjoy, 

unders tand and use the visual a r t s of our t i m e . 
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The Lill ie P . Bl iss 

Internat ional Study Center 

Study and Resea rch Fac i l i t i e s 

L i b r a r y 
4th F loor , North Wing 

Almost 25, 000 books, per iod ica l s and catalogues and m o r e than 100, 000 
clippings and exhibition not ices on every aspect of the modern visual a r t s , 
available for re fe rence and r e s e a r c h . 

Photo and Slide Archives 
" S " F loor 

100, 000 photographs housed in a lbums and 25, 000 sl ides of paint ings, 
scu lp ture , drawings and pr in ts in the Museum ' s collection, including works 
exhibi ted , depar tmenta l ac t iv i t ies (Circulat ing Exhibi t ions, Chi ldren ' s 
Carn iva l s , e tc . ), the h i s to ry of the Museum. Additional files on a r t i s t s 
and pe r sona l i t i e s , movement s , works in other col lec t ions . 

THE DEPARTMENTAL STUDY ROOMS DESCRIBED BELOW ARE AVAIL­
ABLE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Arch i t ec tu re and Design 
2nd F loor , North Wing 

Design objects including m a s s - p r o d u c e d and handmade u tens i l s , deco ra ­
tive and craft objects , and tex t i l es ; the Museum' s collection of a r ch i t ec tu ra l 
drawings; and photographic files of all objects in the Arch i t ec tu re and Design 
collection. 

5th F loor , Depar tmenta l Offices - -Comprehens ive photographic files of 
seve ra l thousand p ic tu res documenting the work of leading a rch i t ec t s of the 
modern movement from the late 19th century to the p resen t , as well as 
cer ta in h is tor ica l p r e d e c e s s o r s . 

Drawings and P r in t s 
4th F loo r , Abby Aldrich Rockefeller P r in t Room 

Limited facil i t ies for viewing the collection of more than 10, 000 pr in ts 
and 850 i l lus t ra ted books; r e s e a r c h and re fe rence facil i t ies include card 
catalogues and albums of selected photographs of collection. 



4th F loor , Drawing S to rage - -L imi t ed faci l i t ies for viewing single examples 
from some 1, 200 drawings , as well as a lbums of photographs of the complete 
col lect ion. 

F i l m s 
4th F loor 

Comprehens ive collection of s t i l l s , documenting the h i s to ry of film from 
the silent e ra to the p resen t . Study room with individual viewing faci l i t ies 
and smal l project ion room with l6mm equipment. These faci l i t ies a r e 
available to qualified graduate students of the cineraa and also to w r i t e r s 
working on scholar ly p ro j ec t s . 3 5mm films may be viewed in the l a r g e r 
fourth floor screening room at a special student r a t e . 

Paint ing and Sculpture 

The Museum' s collection of paintings and scu lp tu res , f rom the I m p r e s s i o n i s t s 
to the p resen t , not on view in the public ga l l e r i e s or on loan to other ins t i tu­
t ions . Objects a r e s tored on sliding s c r e e n s , p la t forms and v i t r ines for max i ­
m u m access ib i l i ty and may be viewed in a special study room equipped as an 
exhibition a r e a . 

Photography 
4th F loor - Edward Steichen Photography Center 

Study Room for viewing the collection of approximate ly 10, 000 or iginal 
photographs . A special ized l i b r a r y of books, r e s e a r c h photographs, c l ip­
pings, exhibition no t ices , reviews and catalogues covering photography 
from the late 19th century to the p re sen t . 


