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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
{4 WEST 49TH STREET, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 7-7470 FOR IMMEPRIATE RELEASE

The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Strect, New York City,
announces an Exhibitien of Photography: 1839-1937 which will open
tc the public Wednesday, March seventecenth, and will remain on
view through Sunday, Ap ril elghteenth. This wil]l be the Museum's
first cxhibition of photogrep hy end it wil]) be the most compre-
hensive one ever held In this ccuntry. It will £ill the four
floors of the Museum and will e composed of more than eight hun-
Ared4 items including many masterpieces of 19th and 20th century
photogrephy selected frcm 130 Americen and Europeen p rivate cel-
Jections, museums, and soccleties.

The exhibition will be arranged te show step ty step the
g7oluticn of photography from the first public announcement of
Degusrre's precess in 1839 te the present date. TIn addition to
photogrephs, camcras and photographic apparatus invented during
the past ninety-eight years will be shown. The exhibition will
demonstrete the particulear characteristics cf different techniques,

the artistic q ualitics of each process, and the relation ef tech-

nical and esthetic developments of rhotography to the taste and

socie] needs of the times.

Among the rare specimens of photography included in this
exhibition are: a reproduction of the earlicst daguerreotype in
existence, & photograph »f the first calotype negative, early
photograrhs By David Octevius Hill, photographs of Bayard's first
direct paper positives, the first " candid camera" rhotograph,

the earliest photoegraphs taken by fleshlight, Muybridge's rphoto-

grarhs of enimal locomotien and other carly instanteaneous photo-
graphs, Brady's documentary photographs of Civil War scenes, At-
get's famous views of Paris. Approximately half of the phote-
graphs to bec shown arc the work of distinguished contemporary
phote¢greaphers,

The exhibition has becen @ssembled undcr the dircction ef

Beoumont Newhell, Librerien of the Museum of Modern Art, For al-
most a year Mr. Newhall has been collecting meteris] from fmeri-
cen sources and phetegraphers and last fall spent scveral months
in Europe where he obtained both contcmporary work and "old mas-

n

ters of great rerity. OSupplementing the main historicel sc-
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quence of the exhiition wlli be scetions devoted to color, press,
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end scientiflic photography, end thc relation between painting ond

—
e

photography.

The ceatclog of the exhibiltion will contein 95 plates and |
a

on eighty-pege foreword %y the dircctor of the exhibition. In
his foreward Mr, Newhall discusses the question so often raised:

"Is photography art?"  "The question," he says, "connot be ig-

£

nored. Ever sinsce its ingeption, photogrephy has been confused

with all other graphic precesses., Irom timc immemoriel, plctures

hed been made only by human hands. Suddenly, a mechanicel method

of producing them was prescented to an estonished world., <CTonfusion
and compéerison between the two methods was natural and ineviteble.

nPhotogrephy was brought into being by a desire to make pic-

tures. Without exception, those mcn who were instrumental in mek-
ing it praetieal were impelled by an artistic urge. When a prac-

tical photographic prosecss weas announced, artists Jlooked forwerd

to the help it would give them in obscrving neture...But, just as

photogreaphy had wecen fostered by would-te artists who Jacked skill

end training, so it enablcd countliess followers who had Jittle

treining to produce plctures.

Thie public found thet it could pur-

chese portreits and other records more cheaply than ever before.

N

fn economic crisis was precipitated; the industrial revolution

hed penctrated the ertist's studlo. Minor artists who earncd thelr

daily breed Jergely through the sibject-matter of their art rather

than through their mastery of form and color probebly suffered
most.

"The early criticism of photography wes almost entirely in

terms of painting and drawing., But we are sceking standards of

criticism generlc to rhiotegraphy. In order thet such ceriticism {

oe valld, photography should te cxamined ln terms of the opticel

end chemical laws whieh govern its produetion., Frimitive photog-

raphy enables us to 1solete two fundamental factors which have al-

ct

weys charecterized photography--whetever the period. One heas to |

[
]

do with the amount of detell which cen be recorded, the other

concerned with the rendition of wvalues. The flrst 1is lergely de-

pendent on optice) lews, the sccond on chemicel] properties., The

cemerea is able to foeus many deteils simulteneously, and so to re-

ore i
hat we/able to comprchend them more reedlly in the pho-
!


re.lr.tion

togreph than in neturc. Thus t¥e photegrepher is crpoble, under

certelin precise circunstences, of offering the essence of the

neturel werld."

The follewing phctegraphers arc¢ included in the exhibition:

CONTEMPORARY

UNITED STATES
California
Oakland

Imogene Cunningnam

Pasadena
Mt. Wilson Observatory
John C. Duncan

San Franeisco
Ansel Adams
Brett Weston

Santa ‘onica
Zdward Weston

gpnnecticut

e

Ridgefield
Charles Sheeler

D. C.

ashington
Theodore Jung

Wisconsin
Williams Bzy
Tidisan Pettit

Massachusetts
Cambridge
M. I. T. - Harold . HEdgerton
Henneth J. Cermeshausen
Herbert E. Grier

New Jersey

Hackensack
Charles A. Roah

New York
Rochester
Eastman Xodak Research Laboratories

Ohio

-Day'ton
Capt. Albert W. Stevens

Pennsylvania
bPhiladelphia
Frederick E. Ives
Williem Rittasc

Tenncssee
Knoxville
Charles Xrutch

New York City

Berenice Abbott
Cecil Beaton
Thomas Bouchard
I"argaret Bourke-White
Anton Bruchl
Martin Bruchl
Louise Dahl-‘olfe
Walker Ivans

Tritz Henle

Andre Kertesz

', S. Lincoln
Rocmie Lohse

George Platt Lynes
Ira Llartin

Herbert .latter
Martin runkacsi
Lusha liclson
Ingemann P. Sekacr
Edward J. Steichen
Ralph Steiner
Paul Strand

Alfredo Valente

Sam Andre

lurray L. Beckler
Hugh Broderick

Pat Candido

Yilliam C. Greene
Frank Jurkoski
Osmund ILeviness
John Lindsay
Vincent Lopez

Frank J. Merta
Henry Olen

Tom Sande

William “Warnecke
Fernand Bourges
Nickolas Muray

Paul Outerbridge

J. J. Reilly

Dr. Francis F. Lucas
Lewis 1. Rutherfurd
Fairchild Acrial Surveys

ITleLaughlin Aorial Survoeys

AUSTRIA
Vienna
Joscf liaria Ider
Eduard Valenta

“ENGLAND

Londo
Goeil Beaton

laurice Beck
Tdward Bishop

London (cont'd)
. G. Briggs
Francis Bruguiere
Nocl Criggs
John Havindcn
Bedford Lomere
Laszlo foholy-Nagy
nlter Bird
Curtis lloffat
lMaleme Yevonde
A, B, Smith




CONTRPORARY (cont'd)

GERMAINY

Berlin
Tlsbeth Hennenhausen
V. Hazen
Irno Lendvei-Dircksen

Pranxiort-on—;u'n
Poul Wolff

Hochst-um-ilcin
irnst Xonig

Weimar
Welter iHego .

JAPAN

Tokio
Yonosuke Natori

Gabriecl Lippman
A. Gouin

Millet

H. Jouvin

SCOTLAND
Abordeern
G. Aubourne Clark

SWIEDEN
tocxhohn
3 1ta10b°den Obscrvatory

FRAICE
Colmar
Pierre Betz

Cologne
Hugo Erfurth

Lyons
Auguste Lumierc

Parc St. Maur
Geroges Ifounier

E. Fcher

Lux Teiningcr
Certrude Fuld
Florence Henri

Lours Albin-Guillot Pierre Johan

Nedar (pscudonym

of Andre Fertosz

Cospard-Folix Froncois Kollar
Tournachon) Prul Kownliski

Picrre Adam
Denise Bellon
Ilsc Bing

Erwin Blumenteld
Pierre Boucher

Henri Lacheroy
Irgy Londoun
Roger Parry
Man Ro

jates

Mmc. Rogi-indre

Brassai (pseudonym) Raymond Schell

Louis Czillaud
Henri Coartior-Bpr
Nora Dumas

A+ Dumas=-Satigny
Andre Durand
Ramy Duvol

Roger Schall
esson Emmanuel Sougez

Stephen Storm
Mourice Tabard
Pierre Verger
Ylla (pseudonym)

NINETEENTH CENTURY

UNITED STATES

Wood & Gibson

Alvin Langdon Coburn
Frank Eugene
Gertrude Kasebicr
Joseph T. Heiley
Edward J. Steichen
Aslfred Stieglitz
Clarecnce Whito
Bebbitt

tiatthew B. Bracdy
Josiah Johnson Hawes
Williom Longenhein
Frederick Langcnhein
eade Brothers

J. Vonerson
Alexander Gardner
John A. Whipplo

. I. Ross

Fritz Ilenle

T. . 0'Sullivan

TRIA

'0 Honneberg
Heinrich Kuehn
Hans Vatzck

TNGLAND
George Secley
Williom Honry Fox Talbot
Julia lMargearet Cuameron
Roger Fenton
J. B. Mayoll
0. G. Rojlander
Chrrles Victor Hugo
Henry Pooch Robinson
Bzaron L. D¢ lieyor
P. H. Mmerscn
Poul lfartin
Fadweard Muybridge

FRANCE
oseph Nicophore Plepce
J. arnaude
Louis Jncques Mande Doguerre
Dumange
Derussy
Dosmonts
Hubert
N. P. Lerebours
Lory
C. Puyo
Moyer & Picrson




FRLNCE (cont'd)

Dupont

Bisson Frercs
Liehedin cnd lartens
E. Baldus

lMaximo Du Camp

H. Le Secqg

Victor Provost

J. W. deVillenouve
Fippolyte Bayard

A+ deBrebisson
itienne Carjat

I. Cromiecre

Delmact & Durandelle
Andre ..dolphe Zugene Disderi
Z. Paure

Lege & Bergoron
Charles Marville
Nadar

Chorles llegre
Pierrc Pgtit

adam Sclomon
Secllier

Victor Barthclemy, Paris

Abert Gilles, Paris

Edword Southworth Hawes, Poston

Mrs. Charles J. Liebmnun, Now York

ascme Newspictures, Inc.

Pierre .idam, Paris

Laure aAlbin-Guillot, Puiris

.ndré Durznd, boris

Pierre Betz, Colmar, I'rance

Ilse Bing, Paris

Walter Bird, London

Hdward Bishop, London

Black Star Publishing Company, N. Y.

Irwin Blumenfeld, Paris

Thomas Bouchard, New York

Pierre Boucher, Paris

Brossal, Paris

. G. Briggs, London

Burlcigh Brooks, Inc., New York

Louis Caillaud, Paris

Colour Photographs, Ltd., London

Nors Dumas, Paris

Lo Dumas-Satfigny, Paris

4ndré Kertesz, New York

Francois Kollar, Paris

Poul Kowaliski, Paris

Ergy Londou, Paris

Bedford Lemerc, London

Curtis Moffat, London

Charles Negre, Grasse, Franee

Roger Prrry, Paris

H. L. Ripperger, New York

Pcul Rotha, London

4e E. Smith, London

Jomes Stekley, Philadelphic

The .sscociated Press

The Daily News, New York

The WNew York .merican

The iiew York “lorld-Telogrom

Pierre Vorgecr, Paris

Prul Volff, Fronkfort-on-{:in

Yll:s, Paris

Julicn Levy Gollery, New York

Chnndler Chemieal “luscum, Columbia
University, New York

Ifuseum of the City of New York

The Franklin Institute of thc Stute
of Ponnsylvanin, Ponna.

The Tuscum of Modern .rt Tilwm Libr-ry
New Yerk City

FRLNCE (cont'd)
Charles Soulier
Tourlaque & Caloir
Budor
ugenc atget
Robert Domachy
Paul Noder

CHERIANY
Ottomar anschutz
Christian Schad
C. . Eckert

SCOTLAND
John Lioffat
David Cetevius Hill
Robort ..damson
J. Croig innan

ST TZERL4ND
Adolphe Broun

The sxhibitlon has been selscted chiefly from the following collections:

Poul liartin, London

I'rederick !I. liescrve, New York

Pcul Madar, Poris

tiss il. T. Talbot, Locock .bbey

Maurice Beck, London

Denise Bellon, Paris

fostman Kodeok Company, liedical Di-
vision, Rochester, New York

Zastman Kodck Rusearch Laberatories,
Rochester, New York

Harold E. Tdgorton, Cambridge, Mass.

Hugo Erfurth, Cologne

E. Foher, Paris

Ae Conger Goodyear, New York

Noel Criggs, London

L. C. Hondy 3tudios, "ashington, D. C.

John Havinden, London

Fritz Henle

Florence Henri, Paris

Mrs. Henry R. Hitchcock, Plymouth,
Mnssachusotts

Henry-~Russell Hitchcock, Jr., lMiddle-
town, Connecticut

Internntional News Photos

Pierre Jehoan, Poris

Honry Locheroy, Proris

B. Leitz, Inc., New York

George Platt Lynes, New York

National Gecogrephie Society, Wash-
ington, D. C.

James Threll Soby, Farmington,
Connecticut

Trmonuel Sougez, Paris

Sovfoto, New Vork

Stephen Storm, Pnris

The Bergon Zvening Record, Hrckon-
sack, MNew Jorsasy

The MNew York Sun

Triston Tzoaroe, Paris

Brett eston, Stn Froncisco

Ime. Yovonde, London

.noomerican Place, MNow York

Albright .rt Ccllery, Buffalo, WM. Y.

Foge ~rt Muscum, Harvard University,
C-mbridge, Poul J. Sachs Collection

Smithsoni~n Institution, Yashington,
D. C.

The Roynl Photogrephic Socicty of
Creat Britain, London




